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•TO 


THE KING. 


SIRE, 

To whom can the Miflionary Society fo 

properly dedicate thefe firft-fruits of tlieir labours as to 

Your Majesty, by whole order the voyages of difcovery 

were firfl undertaken, which have brought into view the 

numerous iflands difperfed over the Pacific Ocean ? The 
% 

reports made concerning them attradled the general at- 
tention of European nations; and Your Majesty’s fub- 
jedls felt tliemfelves peculiarly intercfted, wliether their 
views led them to confider thefe difcovcrics as tending 
to enlarge the bounds of fcience, or as opening a field of 
commercial Ipeculation. A nobler objedl. Sire, has en- 
gaged the attention of the Miflionary Society, who, be- 
lieving CHRISTIANITY to be the greateft blcflingever 
imparted to mankind, defired to communicate that inefii- 
mable gift, with all its happy efiFe6ls, to thefe uncnlight- 
wcned regions. 



DEDICA-J^N. 


On landing among tliefe illanders, our compaffions 
were more powerfully excited to find their population 
greatly diminifhed, and, through the prevalence of vice, 
tending to utter cxtinftion. On this account we conceive 
it to be our duty to make the moft vigorous efforts, in 
dependence on the blefling of Almighty God, for the 
amelioration of their wretched eflate. 

Perfuaded of Your Majesty’s gracious approbation 
of our labours, and encouraged by the moft aufpicious 
ccmimencements, we have determined' on renewed ex- 
ertions. Whatever beneficial confequences may refult* 
from the attempt, we ftiall be happy to afcribe them,, 
under GOD, to Your Majesty’s government as their 
origin ; and we embrace this public bccafion of offering 
the dutiful homage of 

Your Majesty’s^ 

Moft refpedful and loyal fubjebls, 


THE DIHECTORS OF THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 



ADVERTISEMENT. 




^T^HE impatience of our brethren to gratify thc.curibfify of the 
public, muft plead our excufe that the folbwing papers arc ar- 
Kinged in a Icfs lucid order tlian we could have wifhed. In collcdling , 
from the public and private journals, .wc-havc dcfired to preferve the 
language of the relator, which, if not the .moll: poliHicd, may notwith- 
flanding be the moft afFeding, The body of the journal is the com- 
pofition of Mr. William Wilfon>. from the Captain’s papers, his own, 
and the Miffionarics’ repotts*. As there was a ncccflity of' filling up 
fomc chapters from .the journals of the.MilTionaries themfelvcs, there: 
will fomctlmcs be obferved.a change of perfons, according as indivi- 
duals, or the body, are introduced fpeaking ; but this (Jefebl it is 
hoped our readers will pardon. It was deemed improper to alter cuf- 
tomary maritime phrafes for the fake of dramatical accuracy. We 
fhall be truly happy, if the information here detailed lhall produce 
fome powerful irapreffion. on the liiinds of our countrymen ; intcreft 
them more tenderly in behalf of the wretched heathen ; and excite 
fuitable efforts to repair the miferica v/hich Europeans have in part, 
occafioned, as well as to refeue from deftnwJliou of body and foul a.i 
gentle race of fellow-men, who have toward our own nation efpecially, , 
expreired the moH; aifedionate attachment 
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PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE ; 

CONTAIKING . 

A GEOGRAPHICAL AND HISTORICAL ACCOUNT 

Of THB 

ISLANDS WHERE MISSIONARIES HAVE SETTLED. 

AND OP OTHEKS WITH WHICH TH]^Y ARE CONHSCTSO. 


T he relation which geographical knowledge bears to miffionary 
exertion is as obvious as it is important. If finccrc and enlight- 
ened Chriftians had been attentive to the magnitude, the population, 
and the moral and religious Rate of the countries which arc ftill defti- 
tute of the gofpcl, it feems impoffible that they fliould ever have re- 
mitted their labours for the converiion of the heathen. A deficiency 
of information upon thefe interefting fubjc<S:s is not merely to be la- 
mented as an occafion of fatal negligence ; it is alfo to be guarded 
againft as a caufe of error, and of failure, in the conducR of miffionary 
etforts. If the/e arc excited only by cafiial difcovcrics of the wretched 
condition in which fbme detached parts of the heathen world cxift, 
other nations arc liable to be difregarded, wdiich, in a variety of rc- 
fpc<51s, might be preferable objeRs of c\Tingclical miffions. 

For the reafons which determined the Miffionary Society at London 
to commence its operations with a voyage to the Pacific Ocean, we 
refer the reader to a well-known Memoir, which was publicly delivered 
when the Society was formed in September and is annexed to 

an impreffion of the Sermons that were preached on the occafion 
That dccifion having been made, the utmoft diligence was ufed to 
colled into a difliud and com^rehenfive view, the information that 

b 
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was fcattcrcd ,thfQ\)iglTu.^a|^croui> printed volumes, or was attainable by 
mcaps of manufeript and verbal communications, rcfpcd;ing tholb 
iflands which it appeared pra<Sticablc to vifit in the proje<fted voyage. 
An ext^nlivc compilation of this nature was put into the hands of the 
miffionarics ; and ieveral maps were conftrufted, to iJluftrate the geo- 
graphical details, as well as to alBil: the. intended navigation ; the ma- 
terials from which thefe were formed having till then remained uncon- 
nefted, or been exhibited only upon a minute general fcale. 

. By an abridgment of the accounts thus compiled, it is attempted, 
in this 4 )rcliminary difeourfe^ to gratify perfons who may wilh for a 
compendium of the principal information to be derived from former 
voyages rcfpc(9tmg the three iflands to which our miflionarics have 
happily gained accefs. . Thcle places arc deferibed in the fame order 
in which they were vifited by Captain Wilfbn ; and to the account 
of each is fuby’oincd a brief dclcription of other iflands with which 
a habitual intcrcourfc is maintained from thence ; and to which w e 
may therefore hope the ufcfulncfs of our brctliren will gradually be 
extended.* A few' general remarks upon the Pacific Ocean, and the 
countries fituated within its limits, appear neceffai / both to introduce 
and to conclude the whole. 

This ocean, w'hich covers almofl half the globe, was unknown to 
Europeans at the commencement of the flxtccnth centur}', haA'ing 
been firfl: feen from the illhmus that connects the continents called 
North and South America, on the 25th of September 1 5 1 .3, by a 
Spaniard named Bafeo Nunez de Balboa. Its wcflcrn boundary had 
been approached by the Portuguefe only two years earlier, Francifeo 
Serranno having difeovered the Molucca iflands immediately after the 
conquefl: of Malacca by the celebrated Albuquerque. To flimulatc 
exertion, and to preclude contention in the rival difeoverers from Spain 

* The general chart of Captain Wilfon’s track is ncccflhrily upon too fmall a fcale to afford 
a A'-itablc reprefentation of thefe iflands; but they are all delineated, an inch to a degree, in 
one of the above-mentioned maps, which has been publifhc.d for (he bcnclit of ihc Miffionary 
Society, and is fold by Mr. Fadcn, Charing Croft, and Air. Chapman, Fleet Street, price 
]0a» Gd. plain, or coloured* 
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and Portngjil, Pope Alexander the Sixth configned to the dominion of 
thefe two nations all heathen countries that Ihould be dilcovered by 
them ; and allotted to each ohd half of the globe, commencing from 
the wcllern limits of Brazil in South America, of which province the 
Portuguefe had previoufly obtained polTeffion. The imperfection of 
geographical fcicnce at that time left it doubtful to which of tlicfc 
hcmifphcrcs the Moluccas belonged ; and the precious fpiccs peculiar 
to thoic fmall iflands rendered the dccidon important. To aiccitain 
this was the purpofe of the firft voyage acrofs the Pacific Ocean. It 
was planned and executed by Hernando dc Magalhahes, who had 
ferved under Albuquerque at Malacca ; but having been ill rewarded 
by the court of Portugal, he withdrew to Spain, from whence he failed 
with five fliips under his command on the 21 ft of September 151 9 . 
He wintered in South America, and, in the 0(5l:obcr following, difeo- 
vered the flrait which has fince borne his name. He entered the 
great South Sea on the 2Sth of November 1520; and having ad- 
vanced northward to the tropic of Capricorn, proceeded In a north- 
wefi: courfc with /uch cafe and rapidity, that he judged the vail ocean 
he was traverfmg worthy to be called the Pacific. It is well known, 
that the prevailing winds between the tropics follow the path of the 
ftin, where they arc not diverted from it by heights of land ; and the 
incomparable breadth of tins ocean affords an uninterrupted paflage to 
thole callerly currents of air, which, on account of the advantages that 
navigators derive from their regularity, arc called the trade winds.. 
Magalhanes having crolTed tlic equator too fbon to meet u ith the fer- 
tile iflands of the fouthern tropic, found no pkice of refreflimcnt till 
the Gth of March 1521, when he difeovered-a range of fmall iflands in 
the longitude of 1-4(5 degrees eaft from Greenwich, and extending 
from 13 to 20 1 degrees of north latitude. He named them I.adroncs, 
on account of the tliicvilli difpofilion of the natives, which has fince 
been found univerfal in the Pacific Ocean. Proceeding wcllward he 
difeovered on the 1 0th of the fame montli, one of the iflands which 
have fince been called the Philippines. They form the northcrnmoll 

b 2 
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part/cif; tlie gnuid .aafcHpckgo wliich . borders the coaft of Ada, ex- 
tchdiog from iQ ‘dcgrecs.iiartiilatitad.e and 122 degrees cad longitude, 
fbutli-wcftward to Malacca, and fouth-caftward to New Guinea. At 
a finall illand of. this- group . Magalhanes finiihed his courfe, being 
killed In an encounter with the natives on the 27th of April. Some 
of his Ihips afterward reached the Moluccas, the objedl of their pur- 
iuit; which arc dtuated amidd: more extend ve iflands, in the ift de- 
gree of north latitude, and in J27i degrees call longitude. One Ihip 
only of the fquadron, named the Vi<9:oiy, with a crew of no more than 
tliirty pcrlbns, under the command of Seballian Cano, returned by 
the Eall Indies and the Cape of Good Hope to Europe, having ac- 
compliflied the firll circumnavigation of the world within a period of 
three years. 

Having, by a Ikctch of this voyage, paid a tribute to the memoiy 
of Magalhanes, who condu<flcd an unequalled enterprile with the 
utmoll fortitude and Ikill, wc can only notice fuccceding navigators 
in connexion with the iflands to be deferibed. In pointing out the 
fituations of thclc, their latitude mull be underftood to be Ibuthward 
from the equator, if not othcrwilc exprefled ; and their longitude in 
reckoned caftw^ard and wellward from the obfcrv'atory at Greenwich 
toward its anti-meridian. 

The want of a proper guide for the pronunciation of names ufed 
hy the South-Sea iflaiiders, and the diverlity of modes in which they 
ha^e been f])eiled by writers and compilers of voyages, have long 
been lubjcAs of complaint. The remedy has become difficult in 
proportion to the extent of the evil. The variety of journals from 
which cxtra<5is arc given in the narrative of Captain Wilfon’s voyage, 
has fruHratcd, in a great mcafure, the endeavours that were uled to 
adopt an naiforrn and dillin<?l orthography throughout the volume, 
WljctbcT the attempt nuidc for that purpole, in compiling the pre- 
f'^nt introduclory difeourfe, is more lucccfsful, mull be left to the 
dcclfipn of the reader. His attention is rcqucftecl to the following 
rules of pronunciation, in which the genius of the language that is 
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common to the places deferibed, and the cftaHiilied orthography of 
tbofe names which have become moil familiar, have been rccipiocaliy 
confultcd. 

lil. When a llnglc vowel forms or dofes a iyllablei 
a is ibunded as in father ; 
e as in equal \ 

0 as in open ; 

« as in duty, 

2dly. Wlien two vowels come together, 

ae has the fame found with the adverb ^ ; 
at is founded as in ful r 
au as in autumn ; 

ei has the f mnd of i long ; for which this improper diphtliong 
has, from the firft, been iubilituted in names that arc now 
become too familiar to be altered, as in Otaheite, Eimeo, 
Huaheme, &c. 

eo is founded as in the adverb for a fimilar rcaibn ; 
ou as in our ; and 

ve has tlic fame found with oj in Englifli words, as Joy, &tc. 

Ail other combinations of vowels arc to be pronounced, accordmg 
to the preceding rules, in difliii^l lyllablcs. 

3dly. When any fmglc vowel is followed, in the fame fyllablc, by 
a confonant, it has its fliortcft found ; as in matter, gift, otter, . 
upivani. ■ 

atbly. Every confc?nant, finglc vowel, or diphthong, uniformly re- 
tains a diflincl and appropriate found, fubjed; to the preceding 
rules. I'lic letters w and v arc therefore ufed only as confonants; 
g is always hard ; and th is always founded as in think. The e is 
litner mute. Thus Otaheite is to be pronounced fb as to rhyme 
with the adjecli’. c mighty, 

.'Jtldy. That fyllablc on which the flrongefl emphahs is to be * 
placed is marked as a long fyllablc (lb Tougatahoo, Ohittahoo') 
when the words firfl occur: but this diftindion, agreeably to 



VI 


PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE. 


Euk 4th, indicates no other change in tlie found of the vowels 
4>vcr which it is placed. 

It appears ncccifary farther to remark, that, as the dificrtations 
which form the Appendix of this volume, contain a copious deferij)- 
tion of the natural and civil Rate of Otaheite, nothing relative to that 
ifland is requifite here, but a hiftory of tranfaftions that occurred previ- 
oui to the voyage of the Duff. A prior perui'al of the differtations will 
therefore be ufcful to thofc of our readers who dcfire to have in view 
the circumffanccs and eftablilhed cuftoms of the natives, while they 
purfue.the hiftoryi It may alfo affift to underftand the brief deferip- 
tions here given of the other iflands, in which, to av oid tautology, the 
points wherein they var}' from Otaheite are principally infilled on. 
Xhc concifenefs that was indifpenfablc, precluded obfervations which 
naturally refiiit from the various fa<^ts that arc menti.-^ned in the f )l- 
lowing account ; but we hope that this deficiency will be fijppjicci 
by the ,rcflc£bions of our ferious readers. From a compaiifon between 
the Several parts of this volume, it will probably be ccknowlcdgcd, 
in general, that additional demonftration is afforded to fomc very im- 
portant truths ; fuch are — the infiifficicncy of every natural enjoyment 
to oRablifli the real welfare of mankind ; the tendency of an unre- 
ftrained gratification of appetites and pafiions to produce horrid and 
dcRruAivc crimes ; the advantages for w’hich the moft civilized na- 
tions arc in reality indebted to the gofpcl ; and the far greater blef- 
fings that arc derived from the lame fourcc b) them who enter into 
the fpirit and pow'cr of chrillianity. 
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Hiflorkal Account ^ Otaheiff, 

FREQUENT as the intcrcour/c of Europeans with the natives -of 
th is illand has been for the laft thirty years, it is uncertain whcthCT' 
any interview between tliem had occurred at an earlier period. While:* 
the identity ot Aarious illands %ifited by modem navigators, with the' 
early difcoverics of the Spaniards, has been indubitably proved, it iS 
barely probable that Otaheite was feen by Pedro Fernandez dc Quiros^ 
in 1 inn). He had failed with two fliips from Lima in Peru, tofearch’ 
for a eontiiient, whlc ii he fuppofed to cxift in the ncighbourhorjd of 
tcNcrai idands that had been dilcovcrcd by him in a voyage performed- 
clc\cn years l.icfore. For this purpoib he proceeded fmtlu’V’ard to the 
-’7rh degree of latitude ; but meeting only with a few low iilands> he 
returned into the latitude of his former difooverics, and on his way’ 
fell in \^ lth an ifland, llth February^ which, on account of the cxxtvQ 
dcicribed by its lliores, be named Sagittaria. His fmallcr vcflel an- 
< bored in a bay on tlic fouthcoaft; but the boats were prevented ' 
landing by the Turf which beat upon the reefs. A young man, named 
Krancifeo Pr)ncc, fwaiu w ith much hazard to a rock, where the iflanders 
nice and carelfed him; others of the Spaniards, imitating the fpirited 
example of Porn e, were equally well received. When they fwam back 
lo the boats, they were accompanied by fcvcral of the natives, who, 
having fomc; prefeuts made to them, returned, well plcafcd, to 
their comrades lliore. The next day the Spaniards, having hauled 
tlielr boats over the reef, landed, without feeing any of the inhahi- 
t ints; they proceedid through a thick wood (in which they found a 
m(;rae, and creeled a crucifix) toward a bay upon the oppo/ite fide- of 
the illaad, They could obtain no frefli water in a plain which they 
foarched for it ; but rcfrclhed thcmfclves with the milk of cocoa-nuts,- 
hich grew there abundantly. Loaded with this fr uit, t hey returned’ 
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to the Ifui^ing-place, in water up to their knees, along the meidow, 
ov<fr. which the Vide ha 4 flowed; they re-embarked however without 
dilHculty, a paflage through the reef having been found for the boats ; 
wd a very aged woman, whom they had met in the woods, willingly 
accompanied them to the fliips^ where (he was clothed and fed. When 
flic was lent back to fliorc, the dire<fled tlic Spaniards to f()mc of her 
■countiymicn', who were occupied w'ith their canoes. The iflanders be- 
haved amicably; and fome of them, with their chief, ventured to go off 
with fcverul Spaniards in the boat ; but being fuddcnly alarmed, they 
leaped .into the 1 <^, except the chief, wdio was detained by force till the}' 
rciiclicd Q,uiros’s fliip. They could not perfuadc him to go on board ; 
and therefore, having made him fome prefents, fent back the boat with 
him. Tlie few Spaniards w'ho remained onlhorc had been furrounded, 
and threatened, by more than a hundred of the natives, armed w'ith 
ipcars and clubs. Upon the fafe return of the chief, a pcrl'eft rccon- 
ciliatibn took place; and they parted very amicably, the natives pro- 
ceeding toward a imall iflet. They arc deferibed as of a mulatto 
Colour, well made, and deftitute of clothing, except the women, who 
W'crc covered from the w^aift downward with cloth made of bark. 

Qniros coafted this ifland to the north-weft the following da}, and 
at noon obferved the latitude to be 1 7° 40 '. This coincides with the 
W^ftern fide of Otaheitc ; but the fllcncc of Quiros relpc<Irling the 
ifland of Eimeo, which would have been in fight iVom thence, is 
pcrfccHly unaccountable, and involves the identity of Otaheitc with 
the Sagittaria of Quiros in much doubt. On the other hand, the 
place where the Spaniards landed, agrees very well witli the ilHimus 
b}' which the two j^eninfulas of Otaheite arc connected. The pre- 
ceding account will enable our readers to form their own fentiments 
upon a fabjc(*i of which different judgments have been adopted by rc- 
fpc< 5 lafeic geographers. 

Captain Wallis, in his Majefty’s fliip Dolphin, difeovered Otaheitc 
on the 19th of .June 17C7. The vcficl being cloft to the fouth-eaft 
ciid of the Ifland, .was ilirroundcd by a great number of canoes, with 
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mor^han eight hundred people on board : . tb^* in beha^xd 

amicablyf excepting that they ftolc cve^ thih^ they could fot^e* 
Thefe pra<fticcs brought on a Aight Acirmil]^ imtpt^^yvas ibon ap^ 
parently cftablilh^. Captain Wallis Aiccecded in getting to win^* 
ward of the iAand during the nl^t, and the next day Aided 
caAern coaft. On the following he anchored near the hordi-^ilern 
Aiorc ; and his boats being employed in founding, were attack^ by 
the lAande/s, one of whom was killed, and another wounded in the 
conteft. Traffic was notwitliftahding fpeedily reft^d. The nati\'e 
women ufed the moft Aiamclefs enticements to induce the iailm to 
land, but they liad the precaution not to quit their l^ts; and Aanc 
fmidl cafks, which they entrufted to t3ie lAandets' to prpciu^ freffi; 
water, were ftolen by them. 

Captain Wallis having weighed anchor on the sid,, discovered the 
bav wSRffi is formed bv the coaA of Mattav^, the northemmoA dif- 

^ r- .1 Ji-,* 

tri<5l: of the iAand. Having doubled its nOrtli-caftcm cape, fmee called 
}*oint Venus, the Dolphin Aruckupon a coral rock which Is detached 
from the reef tliat borders the coaA. The Aiip regained immoveable 
almoA an hour, and was then unexpectedly relieved by a breeze which 
fprung up from the Aiore. The natives, in many hundred canOes, 
waited around to fee the event, wHicTi was likely to have been attended 
with the entire deAruction of the crew. They anchored,, however, 
foon afterward in the bay, and the vcAcl was found.tp have received 
little damage. The following day, while vvarping iicarer to the Aiore, 
they were attacked by a multitude of large canoc^ and Axow'crs of 
hca\-y Aones w'cre poured in every direcAion upoii the Aiip. The 
illanders renewed the aAuult, even when they had been rcpulfcd by the 
great guns ; but after repeated experience of their dcArudlivc cftcdls, 
they difperfed, and Acd to the mountains. 

The Aiip having been moored abrcaA of the river of Mattavac, 
Lieutenant Fumcaux landed, arid without oppoAtion crcdlcd a Britiffi 
pendant on the Aiore, and formally took poAeffion of the iAapd in the 
name of his own fovcrcign. 'l*his is a ceremony hw^ih^n con- 

c ' 



^t'0^tties mkatt^ik V hmbm^»t Wteitevcr ,iik» 
twiK^iSliiptiiit^^ the ^g to 

(lir ri^cr, to HfMth.^txsy iuid b^ ieiit ibr frdk water; iait tie 
being ^itp^d Bjf the ihips j^s, ,and many of their canoes being 
'"dcifflotilJwd hy ’vK^ 'o^ pu^ihntant, they gaT*e up their attempts at 
T^^nce^ smd %^iii that time became peatceable and docile. Oammo 
retired from ithc femeV probably left the Engliih ihould revenge upon 
bis:^pc.r/bn the affauits they had iiiilamed. His contort Oberea (or 
Poorea) had been ieparated hrom him after the birth of TcmScirc, ap- 
p^ently on account of h«T reludiance to defray the child. Her au- 
thority yvas not dinimidtedhy theh i^ and ihe excrcifed it in 

afibrdidg' thc moft; hoipitable reception to Captain Wallis iind his 
people, many of whoih .were much reduced by illncis. Thcie were 
ftationed on ihore, and a regular traffic was cftabliflicd for frclh provi- 
lions. Jt was however, 'foon Interruptedi,, and great inconvenience 
produced, by the licentious intercourfe of tlie crew with the female 
inlanders. This: was unlikely to be checked by Oberea, wbofc charac- 
ter for fenffiality exceeded even the ufual ftandaid at Otaheitc. At this 
time Ihe co^bited widi Toopaea,, who had ded from his native place, 
Ulietea, and had been appointed chief prieft at this ifland. He excelled 
all the South-Sea iflanders that have been known, for information and 
&|^city ; and diftinguidied himfclfyciy early by his inquilitivc dilpo- 
dtion^ and his aptnefs to imitate the manners of the Engllih. An 
elderly man, of inferior rank, named Owhau, likcwilc rendered him- 
iclf remarkable and uieful, by his friendly attention to the navigators. 

Mid the prudence with which he negotiated between them and his 
cbdntrymen. Under his guidance Mr* ^Gore made fomc progrefs. into 
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having t^btaincd; and ^^t^e/Jheidi^.^Qf 

re*«ihacMiih.edv Capt^ WilHsiask^ 

the helpitaliiy dF Obei^ >wjth’; A-Jsriuric^ 

were ^kiee, a^gtoder aifd g6o£?^diidm:'<Nit4;*i«f$h f^^ 


which the natives wete eagerix) ohtam^luiyittg Irarhed ^e*^e bfthisra 
from a lieighbouring low il^bnd; yarned Tappoedtut^ firjbe^, a, Dutch 
ihip, belonging to Boggewein's fquadton,ii^ boen/viri^cked foxty^&y» 
years before. • *;•■•'■' ■ i •. •■,; . k , 

Early in April, 1^68 j Otaheite ;wa$ /dgam viiited by EurQj>ean^« * 
M. de Bougainville, in the Boudeufo frigate, acoompiihted by a {bore* 
Ihip, coafted this iiland to the ea;ibward^ as Wallis had done ; but 
was deterred from doubling Point Venus, by the appearande of tl^ reef 
which cnclolcs it. A timid caution, which moll of -the Ftencli iiafd*^ 
gators have betrayed when at fca, e^pofod M. de Bougainvilie to the 
inconvenience of anchorifig whhin a reef on the windward lide of the 
ifland. He was amicably received by Orettc,- chief of Hedea, the 
diftrift where the Ihips were moored. This perfon's brother, Oatooroo> 
attached himfclf to the commander immediately upon his urrival, arid 
afterward accompanied him to France. The father of thefo young 
men, Owahou, and fomc other principal people of the dillridt* oh*- 
jcdled, however, to the lick perfons being landed from thc 'lhipsi till 
an affurance was given that they would not remain many days.' 

M. de Bougainville was foon viiited by Tootaha, youngeft brotheJr 

of Oammo, who prchded over the w'eftcrnmoft dillri<5b of the iflaad. 

% 

He was accompanied by fcveral others of the royal family, whole 
foperior ftaturc diftinguifhed thcrh from the reft of the company. It 
docs not appear that Oammo, or Oberca, whofetrt'ual refidcncc waS dt 
the fouthernmoft part of the larger peninfula, vilited Hcdca durihg 
the ftay of the French, which lafted only eight days, it was' 
rcntly rendered the more pacilic, in cpnfcquencc of the cxpcrioiic6 the 
iflanders had derived from Captain Wallis’s vifit, whom theyilipwll^ri 
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tQ have th<? /a^c. C9^tty,.9f M- dc ^^ilgaii'vUlc. ;iThc^^ 

fu^plkd ^i)ui>dancQ..or'prov^^^^ ^-^lUngly alfiilcd tl\e working 
par^cs'iirQjix the availed .thc^f^ves of every, ojyortuxnty to 

pili^r. Senfi^it^ feems to have been pra<J^d vvith flill greater, in- 
decency than before,! .and icvctal n?urdcrs privately committed 
by the Fre^cJi^ Ailp^Sj.ino^y^ij^^nding .thc^ hpfpi^ with which 
they were enter^iliedv A v^^onian who li^d.f^ied from France with 
the crew,. di%ui|bd in man's apparel, was dctedlcd by the natives upon 
her landing. Acep^iped to ice the ic:)^ closed alike, they imme- 
diat^y perceivi^d.^^'i!^^cf?oce<>f h« ihape ; but^^cy conceived mean 
ideas of Emapeanheanty, from her countenance. . 

chors, their cables .haying .been cut afunder by the coral rock. Within 
u few weeks aftcry(’ard^M...de .j^ngamv'd^^ found that.^fevcral people 
on board, a^ putgoroo himf^f, were infeed with the venereal dif- 
caije. .Captain ^ail^,f 9 cm|,tprhfycr)^eenpecidW to the 

feafe of his lh^'s. company,. . and ppfitiycly.^^rts that they were cn- 
tirdy fr« fronj. every fymptom qf this difoider. fix months before, and 
feill longer after -their yifit at Qtahcitc. The accounts of the ifianders 
rc§>c^ng their previous knowledge of the complaint, arc confufed 
and contradictory. The prefent cxiftcncci and the general prevalence 
of thc .cvU, we but too obyiotis; and it concurs with other dreadful 
effects of fcnfii^ty, to threaten the entire dcpopulati{>n of this beauti- 
ful illand, if ,it be not feafonably Averted by the happy influence of the 
gofpH. ' . 

Subfequcnttq M. de Bougainville’s departure, a revolution occurred 
in the gavernnaCht of Otaheite, the cffcCls of w hich proved to be per- 
manent and important. The whole ifland at that time acknowledged 
thc'fbycrcignty ofTcmarre. ,Th® fm,allor pcninfula, called Tciarrabbu, 
was governed by an .elderly mian , named Waheadooa, diflantly related 
to the king. The larger . pcninfula hw.ufually been diftrihuted into 
three princip^ governments, each of which included fcvcral fubor- 
dinate diferiCb : they w^c ^henT^bje^. to three brothers, Oammo, 
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Tootaha> and Happae; the latter prefidiiig over the noftlicrn and- 
caftern diftriAs, which aw colle^vtly named *Tcpirreon66. Tootaha* 
who poflefled confidcrahlc talchts, ' add wag atftiiated by a rcftlc'fs am- 
bition, conlpircd with Waheadooa to wreft the government of tlic 
ifland from Oarrimo and Obcrca ; ' arid to transfer the r<5yal dignity 
from their fbn to Otbo, the fon of Ifeppae, during' whoife minority 
the condudl of public affairs was- to be' cornri^tted to Tbofaha. ‘ This,- 
plot could not elude the penetration of Toopaca ;/ anil h(^ ufed all his*, 
intcreft with Oberea to fruffratc it in tame, b^' pUttiiig Tootalia to^ 
death. He did 'not, however, prevail With hek tb- e^lcdat to fo vioTcrit, 
ameaiure;. and when he found ^'c'crijplcrfl6n read3/i.t6D'uri[V 
to the interior mountains fbr his pcHfbnal ikfety*' ‘W^hedddba, tlimii-r- 
latcd by the defire of becoming' wholly independent 6f the larger- 
pcninfulu,. paffed the iffhmus with- his aritiy/ ^nd defeated that which' 
Oammo had collcftcd to oppoic him. ^obtiiha, a^ time, ' 

w'ith the forces of Attahoordo arid'Tc^tsdit;.attddk^ ffoni the wefb-/ 
ward the diftri<^l of Pappari, Oanimo’s refideriee; ’ and carried off * * 
from the great morac at that place to aribther m Attalkiorbb^ 'the' 
peculiar entigns of the regal and iaterdotal Offices. ' The ^airidi cere- 
monies wliich arc attcriried with human iacrificcs^ were therefore per- 
formed at tlic morac of Attahooroo for many years after tTiat event. 
This diflribl being one of the largeR and moff fertile in the iflsmA and ‘ 
! t/nliantly gaining ffrength by affording proteftiori to fugitives from 
other quarters, was too powerful to be Ipccdily di^ffefled of its ac- 
(Luifitions. T<x>titha.hadcftablilhcd himfclf in the regency^ and rpfidtjd 
at Oparre, the hereditary difbiA of the new fovercign ‘Otob, when 
I./icutcnant Gook, in the Endeavour, anchored in the adjacent bay of 
Mattavac, 12th April, I/Oq. His objcbls Were to obferve the ap- 
proaching tranlit of the planet Venus over the difk of the ilin, and to 
renew the fcarch which Qjuiros had'fet'O'fi foot' iri^^thc lafl 'century, 'fbr 
a continent fuppofed- to exift in the fbuth'cifn p&'rt of the Pacific 'Occari. / 
The Endeavour was immediately vifited by b'rowds of ‘ the^ narives, . 
among whom Owhau was recogrilihd b^ Mr, txOre and othjg^'^lio haidi 
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lulled witli Wuliis. His alliftance was again found ufcful in the traffic 
which commented, under proper regulations, with his countrymen; 
arid in appealing their refentment, when it was excited by the death 
of one of them, too haftily inflifted in confcqucncc of their thefts. A 
ffhall fort was erefted near the northernmoft point of the iiland, wdiich 
now received the name of Point Venus, on account of the obfcr\'a- 
tions that were made upon that planet the 3d of June. At the lame 
time a party was lent to the neighbouring iiland of Eiriico, to oblcrvc 
the traiifit from thence^ Lieutenant Cook afterwards made a liirvey 
of Otaheitc*, in' Which he was accompanied by Mr. (nowr Sir Joleph) 
Banks, who had failed in the Endeavour with a view to the advance- 
hient of natural hiftoiy. They met with Waheadooa and his fon, 
then about thirteen years of age, at Teiarraboo, and found that penin- 
fula in a ilouriffiing condition. Its inhabitants boafted of their mili- 
tary prowels and fttccels ; of which they poflefted many trophies, and 
arhbng others, the turkey-cock and the goolc which Captain Wallis 
had given to Olxirea. The Englifh were every where hofpitably 
treated, excepting the depredations which they fuffered from the 
thievifh genius of the natives^ The lame Icwdncfs was perpetrated as 
on former occalions-; and, to^' avoid loathibme repetitions, w'e fliall 
generally omit to mention it in future. Theft practices at times in- 
terrupted the harmony which ufiially lubfiftcd between the navigators 
and the iflanders ; but it was almoft wholly deftroyed previous to 
their ftparation. Two marines having deftrted from the Ihip, Cook 
ventured to confine Tootaha arid ftveral other principal pcrftns till 
the dcftftcrs ftiould be brought back. The natives by way of reta- 
liation ftized upon fome Englilhra'ch ; but being ordered by Tootaha 
, to furrendcr them t(rid the deftrters to the commander, he in return 
relcaftd his royal captives, ' and th^r friendlhip was apparently re- 
newed. Among the- principal acquaintance formed by the Engliffi in 
this voyage, befide thoft iilready mentioned, wxtc Potatto, a chief of ^ 
Attahooroo, and Tooboorac Tamacdc of Mattavac; both of whom 
were thefts, although among thc^moft rcipciftable po-fons 
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in the iilaad. Toopaca> having jioR his jl^uen,Qe by the revolution, 
and being defertcd by Obcrca for a younger gallant, left Otaheite in 
the Endeavour, I2th July, and died at I^tavia^ on the paiTage of the 
fliip to Europe. 

Tootaha had obtained a great quantity of curious and ufeful iprdcles 
from his European guefts, and he availed himfclf of thefe acquiiitions 
to increafe his influence over the chiefs of the. larger peninflila. He 
fuccccdcd in perluading them to unite their forces againft Teiarraboo, 
which he wiflied to reduce to its former ftate of fubjeftion. Waliea- 
dooa, who fought o^y to ciypy . peaceably the independence he had 
cftabjiihcd, pleaded the fcrviccs, he had rendered to, Tootaha, as an ar- 
gument to divert him from, his hoftilc deflgns, which Waheadooahad 
learned, and was prepared to rcilft. The military pride and ambition 
of the regent urged him toperfift in. his attempt; and, having equipped: 
a fleet of war canoes, he lailed toward the fmallcr pcninfula, and en- 
gaged the navjd force of Waheadooa, with nearly equal lofs on each 
fide. Tootaha retired, with a determination to try his fuccefs by 
land. His brother Happae difapproved of thw mcafurc, and rctjiained 
at Oparre ; but Tootaha obliged OtQo, who always difliked fighting, , 
to accompany the army. It engaged that of Waheadooa at the ifth- 
mus, and was totally routed : Tootaha and Tooboora.e Tamaede were 
killed on the fpot; Orette and. many others feverely wounded ; and 
Otoo cfcapcd with a few of his .frieuds, to thcTummits of the moun- 
tains, where his father and family had taken refuge upon beirig informed 
of the defeat. Waheadooa marched dircftly to hlattayae and Oparre, 
laying wafle all the country, as is ufiial in their wars { but he- lent rea- 
fonablc propofals of peace to Happae and Otoo, who readily accepted 
thern. Tile latter, having then arrived at rn^tuxi^, aflumed the ad- 
miniftration. of the government with the * afllftaace of his father’^ 
advice. He had two filters, one of whorn remained unmarried, and 
being older than he, might have put in‘a *prior. cldm to the fovc- 
Tcignty, but ihe waved her right in, his favour. Of three brothers, 
the eldcft . was ten years younger, than Qtoo ; he was^ then a. very 
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a*ftiv^ and mtclligent boy, and has fincc become well known under 
the name of Orapeia : die next hrodiefi Weidooa, was fix years 
younger than he : the youngefi; Teppsdioo, then an infant, has ever 
fiiicc remained in obfeurity, tm account tof his deficiency of intdlc^fl. 

Waheadooa did notfong fiirviyeihis triumphs ; and his name and 
government devolved with(Wt^4i$ppofitioti upon his fon. A Spanifii 
veflcl, faid to have been compaanded by Don Juan dc I^angara, vifitcd 
Tciarraboo about March 1 7-78. She tcmaiiicd ten days at anchor in 
a harbour formed by reefs, at the ibudi-'caft end of the ifland, and 
called by the natives 'OWhacKioroba. Four of tdwfe j(hip*-s company were 
publicly exerted there ; and a fifth clcapcd the fame fate by 
He was the firfl European who became a refident at Otaheite, and 
was kindly treated by the natives, to whofc manners he entirely con- 
formed. Young Waheadooa made him one of his principal compa- 
lilon^diid couniell^rs. 

Captain CoOk vifitedtlm ifiand tlie following Augufi:, in the Refo- 
lution, accompanied by Captain Furaeaux in the Adventure. Thefe 
vcficls Vcrc in •much'T^Sngcr near the place where the Spaniards had 
anchored, the Kclblution (Iriking repeatedly on the adjacent reef. On 
the 1 7 th of Auguft tlicy anchored in a bay on the northern coafi: of 
Tciarraboo, called Oweitapeha. The Englifii were dilappointed of 
obtaining provifions, as was laid, by the influence of the young chief's 
Spanilh advifer, who cfiefiilly avoided intcrcourfe with tiiem. They 
gained intelligence from an iflander ‘named Tooahou, who had attended 
Cook in part of his furv ey during the former vifit. The map of 
Otaheite, which had then been engraved, being Ihcwn to this man, 
he readily comprclicndcd it, and pointed out by name the dillrids that 
were marked upon, sit It may be proper here to obferve, that the 
number and the aanics of thefe divifions vary at different periods ; a 
'dtftrid: being Ibmetimes fubdivided into levcral by the chiefs, in order 
to difliribute the land among their friends. 

Waheadooa did not vifit his acquaintance. Captain Cook, till tlie 
£Sd, an d^ th e latter failed the following day from Oweitapha; but 
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left behind I^icutciiant Pickcrigill to purchaie hogs, 'which the natives 
were permitted to bring when almod too Jatc. The young chief dif- 
covered feme ingenuity mingled with boyilh wcaknels, and prcfidcd 
at the market with great propriety. vMr. PickcrlgiU proceeded from 
thence in a boat to Hedea, where he kindly entertained by Orette, 
and his brother Taroore. Neither of them made any inquiry after 
Outooroo, although they fuppoied him to have gone with M. dc 
Bougainville to the fame country from w hence Cook came. Toopaca 
allb feemed to be nearly forgotten ; but Sir Joleph Banks, and others 
of the Englhh, who had been nioH converfant with the illanders, were 
e^'c*ry where inquired after. The boat rejoined the fhips at Hedea, and 
tliey proceeded to Mattavac, where tlicy anchored 25tlf Augull. 

Otoo, w'ho Avas on the Ihore furrounded by a multitude gazing at 
the ihips, did not wait to receive the Engliih, but hurried in terror 
over the hill which divides Mattavae from Oparre, where he rchded. 
Cook vifited him there the xxext day, at\d with difficulty prevailed 
upon him to venture on board the Ihips'-on the following. Thefe 
diftri<5ls had not recovered from the cfleifts of the war with Teiarraboo, 
and provifions were Icarcc. Potatoo in Ibme meafure luppSied the de- 
ficiency from Attahooroo. Otoo exprefied much regret at the depar- 
ture of the vefiels, w'hich occurred ift September. 

Captain Cook revifited Mattavae 21id April 1 77^, having in the 
iiicen time repeatedly entered the antariflic circle in the fruitlcls Icarch 
after a Ibuthern continent, which was the principal ol:Jc<5l of this 
voyage. On his laft departure from Otaheite, he had been accompa- 
nied from the Society lilands, by a young man of rank and Ibme abi- 
lities, named Hetc-hete. By Iiis advice, red feathers had been pro- 
cured at the Friendly lilands ; and they were found to be the moA 
valuable article of trade at Otaheite. The northern dillri<5ls had abb 
recovered their ufual profperity fince the former vifit of tlic Jlciblution* 
and at this time iupplied abundantly the wants of the navigator.^. 
They found much relief from bilious complaints by the ule of the eve 
fruit, which, from its external appearance, has been always called an 

d 
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apple, although it has a ftone refcmbliiig that ot a peach. During the 
llay of Captain Cook, which was prolonged in order to repair his Ihip, 
a tlcct of ■ luriTc war canoes aflcnibicd in the bay, tor the purpote ot 
attacking the neighbouring ilJand ot Kimeo. The chief of that coun- 
>try, ]Slc;tooaro, had married a litter of Otoo, and being expelled by hi.'* 


tinclc Maheine, he hud taken refuge with hi.; brother-in-law. 


wclh-rn dirtrids Iiaving united with thole of Tepirreonoo to maintain 


the caull of Motuoaro, "iovvlja, \\ho was then cliicf of Tettaha, wius 


a}>pointcd to tiie connnand of the combined fleet. He pofl'eired great 
courage and talents, was advanced in years, and was highly rtTpeded. 
His dlftrid furnilhed fortv^-fonr large canoes toward the fleet ; tliat ol 
Attahooroo one liundrcd and fixty ; and Mattavac, probably in confe- 
qUcncc of its late dcvailation, only ten. Tciarrahoo allb w'as expeded 
to tend a quota for this expedition ; yet both Otoo and Towha, al- 
though jealous of cacii other, entreated Cook to aflifl: them in at- 
tacking that pciiinfula. The number of fmall canoes cmj)lc>ycd to 
trattfport provifloas, and dcllgned to bring back the bodies of thole 
who might be killed, equalled that of the larger canoes employed in 
figliting. From the multitude of people embarked in this fleet. Cap- 
tain Cook computed that the whole illand might contain more than 
two hundred thoullind inhabitants. Subfequent navigators have even 
exceeded this calculation ; but it appears that at prefent there is not a 
tenth part of that number of people in Otaheitc. Unlimited lenluality, 
with the general contamination, and Infant murders, attendant upon 
it, have, without doubt, dreadfully dimiuiflied tlie j)o}*ulatlon. 

Amidfl the confufion occalioncd by 1<) great a concourlc (jf tlic 
natives, fume daring thefts w'erc committed ; and the feverity which 
was conlequently cxcrcifcd, alarmed the timidity of Otoo. One of 
his elder relations, named Tc, became ufeful as a meflenerer and 
mediator between the yonng king and his formidable guclls. Oainmo 
and Obcrca vifltcd them from PapparS ; and the latter, though greatly 
(tecUned in dignity, and advancing in years, dilcoverctl no abatement 
of lewdnclsi. The iflanders exhibited a mock •fca-fight, and the Englifli 




firework?, lor tlieir mutual entertainment ; and they p?.rted very 
tlmicahly on thc'l4th of May. llctc-hctc, who had coniic<!:l:cd lum- 
felfwith a llunily at Mattavac, took a pafl'aaje in the lliip to fee his 
friendi at Ulictea. Of various 'animals which had been left at Ota- 
heltc by the lldblution nine months before, the only fpecics likely to 
multijily were goats and cats. I'he expedition to Kimeo proved fiic- 
cefi^ful in reltorlng Motooaro to a tejnporary pofiHIion of the fbve- 
rcignty of that ifland. 

TeiaiTahoo was Ihortly after rcvilitcd by the Spaniards, in two fliips 
from I^ima, wliich anchored in Oweitapeha Ivay. The commander 
died there, and was buried on fliorc, near a crofs wliieli they had 
creeled, and inferibed with, “ CZ/rj/hrs vinaf," and “ Carolus B. 
** mpnrat. 1774.” They alfb conllrucftcd, of materials which they 
had brought for the purpofc from Peru, a wooden houfc, confifting of 
two apartments, with loop-holes in the w'alJs, which admitted air, and 
might be ufed for defence with mufquctry. Two priefts, with an 
attendant upon each, remained at this habitation when the fliips de- 
parted, and were peacefully and rcfpcrtfully treated by the natives ; 
but it docs not apjicar that they had much converfation with them. 
One of their attendants, however, frequently travelled in the ifland, 
and l>ccam» familiar with the language of the inhabitants. He told 
them many flandcrous florics of the Eiudifh, and aflured them thati 
his countrymen had fallen in with (.\)ok's vclTcJ and defhoyed it, with 
tlic whole crew. 


Four of the ifTanders had filled in t];e 
tw'o of them (lied there. The furvivers 


Spani/li fliips to Tima, and 
were brought hack by the 


fame vcfTcls ten months ai'cerw-jird, ami the uriefls and tlicir attendajits 


werer taken away. A bull and a ram, with fomc goats, dogs, and 
SpaniCli fwinc, were landed; and the honfe amk crofs were left ftand- 
ing, and carefully prefened by the natives. Thofe who had lifittjd 
Peru "returned wholly to their former courfc of life: one df tltein 
retained feme common Spanifli phrafes ; tlic otljer had the appcarasijfe 
of being deranged in mind. 

d g 
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Captain Cook once more reviiltcd Otaheite in the Reiblution, ac- 
companied by Captain Clcrkc in the Difeovery, on their way to the 
north- weft coaft of America, in 1 777. They anchored at Oweitapeha 
on the isth of Anguft, and found Teiarraboo.at that time fubjeft to a 
boy twelve years old, brotlicr to the former Waheadooa, who had 
died almcrft two years before. 

AVhen the ilefolution and Adventure left Otaheite in 1 773, a native 
of the neighbouring illand Huaheine, named Omac, had accompanied 
Captain Furneaux from the latter place, anti proceeded to England in 
the Adventure, after parting w’ith the Refolution. He returned from 
thence with Captain Cook on- his third voyage. This young man was 
not of the liigher rank among liis countrymen, nor were his talents of 
aifuperior caft, In England great attention was paid to him by feme 
of tlie nobility, but it was chiefly dirctfted to his amufement, and 
tended rather to augment than to diminifh his habitual profligacy. 
One* friend of human kind, Mr. Granville Sharp, took great pains to 
iiiftinwft him in reading and writing, and to imprefs his mind with- 
ideas of morality and religion. Omae was fnfceptible of com i-dtion by 
familiar arguments, on the latter fubjcdls, and had made fuch progrclii 
by application to the former, that be wrote from the Cape of Good 
Hope a letter to Dr. Solander (who bad accompanied Sir Jofeph 
Banks in 1769) in Otaheitcan words exprefled by Engllfh charadter?.. 
Having vifitcd the Friendly illands previoufly to his arrival at Otaheite, 
he -had procured a garment richly adorned with red and yellow fea- 
thers, which he dcfigncd to prefent to Otot>. This^he delivered to 
young Walieadooa, requefting him to tranflnit it to Otoo, in the hope 
of ingratiating himfclf at once with both of the fovereigns in the ifland 
where he intended to fettle. The prize was, however, too valuable, to 
pafi through the hands of the young chief, who deemed; a very fmaii 
part of the feathers, iuflicicnt to be to. the monarch of the, larger 
|>enin{uia. * • 

The fhips proceeded to Mattavac, and .anchored there on the 24 th of 
Augjuft : a friendly intersdew. immediately took place with Otoo and 
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his family, which remained in thfe fame (late as formerly. Captain . 
Cook delivered into his charge ah Ek^gliih bull, three, cows, a horle, a 
marc, and fome fhcep, which had been Conveyed from England with 
very great trouble, in the hope of rendering cflcntiai fervicc to thofe 
hofpitable iflanders. The Spaniih bull had been tranfported frona^ 
Tciarraboo to Mattavae on the way to Bolabola : the Ibvcrcign of that 
iiland having fent an cmiflary, who pretended to inipiration, to procure 
the bull from Waheadooa. Captain Cook arriving in time to <lop its- 
progrefs, committed this animal alfo, which was of a capital breed, to- 
thc cuftodv of Otoo. Various domcftic fow'ls were like wife left with 
him, and garden-feeds planted in fome ground cleared for the purpofo*.’ 
Otoo had bclides in his poITcflion the giindcr that had been given ten years 
before by Captain Walhs to Oberea. This lady had died llncc the^ 
former vifits of the Rcfolution, The body of Tc, the king s uncle, 
and mkiiftcr of Rate, who had then been dead four months, was flill 
preferved from pat refaction. Hetc-hctc had arrived at Mattavae but - 
a fhort time before his Englifh friends, to whom he fhewed an unabated- 
.attachment ; but he declined the ufo of fome clothingwhich they had. 
brought out as a prefont to him. Omae having aClcd as imprudcntly- 
in the difpofal of his property at this place as at Tciarraboo, the dcfign. 
of ctlablilhing him at Otaheite was rclinquiflied. . 

Intelligence being received from Eimeo, that Malfoinc had again 
revolted from Motooaro, and bad. obliged liim to take refuge in thc- 
mountains, Otoo car ncllly. entreated Captain Cook to take an active . 
part in the quarrel, but he prudently declined tex interfere. liunijin 
lacrificcs were oflcred at Attahooroo to infurc fuceels to the expedi- 
tion, and Towha and Potatto again conducted the fleet belonging to 
their diftridls to a tack Mahcinc. They, found him, however, lo well ' 
prepared to receive them,, that, after repeatedly applying to Otoo for< 
reinforcements, without procuring any, they concluded a pe.acc on; 
terms which were advantageous to the revolters. I'licrc had. been a) 
great divcrfity of. fontimcnt anbong the chiefs on tlic fubje^f of this 
expedition, and the blame. of< its.unfavotirablc. iliiie wa& iim)uted.bv' 
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fbmc to tfic haitiiicjfs of'Towha, and by others to OtooV delay in 
mentinfTthc jlcct. Tlic jt-aloufy Avlikh liad always fubfUted between 
thefe great men was excited to Inch a degree, that T<)wlia vowed re- 
venge againll Otoo, and was only prcA'cntcd tVom executing it by the 
menaces of Captain Cook. The latter quitted Mattuvac on the 2 yth 
of September 1777* for the firft time vifited Einieo. Some theits 
which the natives of that i/land committed, u erc jniniflied l>y him 
with unprecedented feverity'. He returned no more, being killed at 
the Sandwich 1 hands on the 14 th of February 1770. 

Previous to that event Otoo cfpoufed Iddea, the elder fifrer of Mo- 
-tooaro, with w liom he thus became doubly connected by marriage. 
The firft child flic bore to him was immediately fuftbcatcd, that the\ 
might preferve their rank in the arrcoc fociety ; but a fecond being- 
born w'as prcler\-cd, and in confequcncc the title and fovcrcign dignity 
of Otoo immediately devolved upon his infant l<>o. Tlic fiitlurr re- 
tained his former yiowcr as regent, and in the conduct of it he was 
greatly aftifted by his intelligent and confort. He has fincc 

been called bv various names fuccefth-ely ; but, to avoid confufion, we 
flialJ only ufc that of Pomarre, by w'hich he lias been knowm during 
the laft fix years. 

Towha feems toluwc ftqiprcfled his refentment till the ufiial length 
of time between Captain Cook’s vifits at Otaheitc had chiplcd ; he 
then united tlic frirccs of Tettuha and Attahooroo with Maheinc 
againft thole of Oparre and the caftern diftric'its. The conteft was 
t'ref|ucnt)y renewed, and ufiuilly' terminated to the advantage of Towha. 
Poiniirrc's W'ar canoe.** being nearly deftroyxd, his udvcrlarics purlucd 
their fucrefs by land, and laid W'afte Oparre and Matta^ ac. 'j'licy at 
length ftift’crcd a fevere check by the death of Maheine, wlio was killed 
ill battle by the hand of Weidooa, Pomarre’s younger brother. This 
cataftrophe appears to have prevented the renewal of hoftilitics at Ota- 
Jicitc ; blit the party of Motooaro was notpow’crful enough to eftablifli 
liim as the fucceflor oi Maheinc, whofe adopted ftm, Tareamoodba, 
obtained at his death' the Ibvcreignty of Eimeo. During thefe incur* 
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fions raoft of the cattle that had been left at Opiirrc, and had nicrcafed 
there, were deftroyed ; fcvcral cows and a dilablcd bull, were carried in 
triumph to Eiiiieo, and preferved there. 

Eleven years had nearly pafTed without any intcrcourfc between 
Europe and Otaheite ; ever}’ inftrument of iron had been expended ; 
and the loatliibiuc difcaic, which, if not derived from Europeans, had 
certainly been incrcafed by their licentious condiufl, had made dread- 
ful hiivock (miong the iflanders of both faxes. At that late period an 
Encdilli vcflcl arrived at Otaheite, fcemingly with as little of defign on 
the one part, as of expectation on the other. A Ihip called the Lady 
Penrhyn, on bt)ard of which was Lieutenant Watts, who had failed 
w’ith Cook, Mas employed in tranfporting conviCls to Port Jaekibn, 
at the firfl formation of the Icttlcment in New South Wales. Be- 


ing bound from thence to China for a cargo homeward, flic took a 
courfc far to the caflward ; and as the crew was extremely reduced by 
fcur^ y, it was determined to Hop at Otaheite for rcfrclhmcuts. Upon 
anchoring at Mattel vac on the 10th of July Lieutenant Watts 

was imniediatcly rccognifcd byMoanna, an elderly chief of that dilbu-d. 
Fomarre, who no longer refided in that neighbourhood, arrived four 
days afterward, probedjly from Teiarred^oo, bringing W’ith him a por- 
trait of Captain Cook, which Mr. Webber had painted at his rccpiefl: 
during the lafl voyage. Veracity having been thought needlcfs by l£u- 
ropc ans in their tranfat^lons with the iflanders, it was judged pn/per at 
that time to conceal the death of Captain Cook, and to make prc'lcnis 


in his p.anic to Poiniirre. This idle deception proved afterward highly 


detrimental. 


Iron iitcnhls w ere fought by the iflanders with the utmoft a%idity ; 
while feme red i'eathers, \vhich had been brought from Ftirt Juckfoii, 
bore no price with tht in. The ring of an anchor, which IM. dc Bou- 
gainville Isad loft ten years before at Hedea, w as produced by Pomarre, 
Wfho requefted to have it forged into fmull adzes. The utmoft' abun- 
dance of animal and vegetable food was fuppiied in exchange for Eu- 
ropean articles ; and bcfidcs the origina:! prodin^lions of the ifland. 
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jninipkins and capficums, cats and goate, were offered for fale. It w^as 
obierved, that the women of the higher clafs w'erc more cautious than 
ibrmcriy of promifeuous intcrcourfe, probably in confequcnce of what 
they had fuffered from difeafe. Pomarre was importunate wdth Mr. 
Watts to affift him in punilhing and lubduing tlic people of Eimeo. 
lie complained greatly of the long abfence of the Englifh, and of the 
fliortncls of their prefent flay, which was only for a fortnight. Iletc- 
hetc, who w'as at Mattavac, begged to be taken to Ulietea ; but Po- 
marre being unwilling to part with him, he w^as obliged to remain. 

An event approached which ifTued in an important change of the 
condition of Otahclte. The information which had been received by 
the former voyages of the great utility of the bread-lhnt, induced the 
merchants and planters of the Britifh Wcfl Indian illands to rcquell 
that means might be ufed to tranfplant it thither. For this benevo- 
lent purpolc a lliip was commiflioned by his Majefty, which was 
named the Bounty ,; and Lieutenant Bligh, who had failed as muftcr 
w'ith Captain Cook, was appointed to condudl her to Otaheitc, where 
the plants might be niofl cafily and abundantly procured. lie ar- 
rived at Mattavac on the 20th of 0(flobcr 1/88, hardly more than 
three montlis after Lieutenant Watts’s departure. Happac and Ora- 
pcia were found there, and the latter was peculiarly anxious to prevent 
l\is countrymen from pradifing their ufiial thcft.s. The frame of Cap- 
tain Cook’s pidure, which had fuffered fomc dartiagc by its removals, 
vva.s brought to be. mended; and on the 28th Pomarre arrived with 
Iddca from a diflrid of Tciarraboo, where he had taken up his refi- 
dencc. Weidooa, who had gained great credit by hh prowefs in battle, 
but was exceflively addided to the intoxicating liquor of the ava root, 
and a chief of Mattavac, named Poeno, were generally of the viflting 
parties. A garden was planted near the houfes belonging to the latter 
and to Moanna. Potatto and Orette, and his kinfmen, renewed their 
friendfhip w*ith the Englifh. The young fbvereign, who was about fix 
years old, was only to be accoflcd from the oppofitc fide of the river at 
Oparrr, The Englifh were required to make their ihouldcrs bare when 
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in his prefcnce ; but they corhpromiied this ceremony by uncovering 
their heads. He was accompanied by a younger brother and a filler, 
bchde whom tddea had alfo a fcrhale iiifant by Pomarre ; yet Ihc co- 
halwted openly at that time with one of his fervants, and has done fo 
ever fince. 'I'cjyj'^ahoo, an uncle of Pomarre, had dcllroycd eight 
children, in order to prcfcrv'c his rank as an arreoe. He relided at 
Tcttaha as chief of that diftri^t, Towha being dead. The wife of the 
latter, Wanno-oora funnved him, and was much rclpedlcd. 

Hicutenant Bligh having made very hahdfonie preients from the 
king of Grcat-Britain to" Pomarre, informed him that the moft ac- 
ceptable return w’ould be a large quantity of the young bread-fruit 
plants, and that he would oblige hina by carrying them in his cabin 
tbr King George ; which avas immediately cbnfented to. Pomarre ex- 
preifed little concern about the lofs of the cattle, but much dtdre to be 
revenged upon the people of Einieo : and he was gratified with two 
mufkets, a pair of piftols, and a confiderablc ftock of ammunition. He 
had not fufficient fortitude to ufe tliefc articles himfclf : but Hctc- 
hetc, who remained with hbn, was a good markfman ; and although 
it is not cuftomary for the females of OtahcitC to go to battle, Iddea^ 
w’hofe pcrfonal ftrength and courage were uhufually great, had learned 
to ufe a mufket with fbmc dexterity. 

Oberreroa, the mother of Pomarre, came from the fmall iflands of 
Tetimroa, and vilited the Bounty w’ith difficulty, being old and corpu- 
lent. She feems to ha^'C been a native of Ulictea, from whence fomc of 
her relations, who w^cre' chiefs in that ifland, came to Mattavac at this 
time. One of them brought an ewe, w^hich Captain Cook had left at 
Ulictea, and which was then almofl deftroyed by the mange. Another, 
who was at that time called Tootaha, feems to be the fame perfon 
fmee known by the name of Mannc-manne, the brother of Oberreroa, 
and heir apparent to the fovcrcignty of Ulictea and Otalia, but by of- 
fice a prieft. Bcfidc the fheep, W’hich fhortly died, a bull was procured 
from Hcdea, and a cow from Tcttaha ; and both were committed to 


e 
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the charge of Pomarre, from whom the former, had been obtained by 
a perfon pretending to be infpired. 

On Chriftmas-day the liounty was removed to a reef harbour on the 
poaft of Oparre., the bay of Mattavae having become dangerous through 
the variable and violent winds winch arc common at that fcafon. 
Nearly eight hundred pots of bread-fruit plants were then taken on 
board, and upwards of one thoufand plants were afterward added* 
together with tome of the eve, eheya, ratta, oraya, tou, and matte trees ; 
and the tc, yappe, and pea roots. The length of time employed in 
collcding thefe, w'as attended wdth the defertion of fcvcral among the 
fcamcn, who were purfued to Tethuroa by Orapeia, and at length were 
feized at Tcttalia. The fhip’s cable was cut nearly through, evidently 
with the defign of letting the fliip drive on fliorc in tempelluous wea- 
ther. This is faid to have been done by Weidooa, on account of an 
officer to whom he was attached, and who had been put in confine- 
ment on board. The thefts of the inhabitants likewife increafed with 
the delay, but the chiefs exerted thcmfclves to bring them to puniffi- 
ment. Some maize had been planted fmcc the arrival of the Bounty, 
which ripened before flic failed. Cajitain Cook’s pidure, which had, 
by Pomarre’s requeft, been kept on board the fhip, was then delivered 
again to him, with the date of the fliip’s arrival and departure re- 
corded upon the back of the pi dure, which has ever flnee been prac- 
tifed by commanders of Englifli men of w^ar. The Bounty was un- 
moored the 4th of April, l/Sy, having remained at Otaheite more 
than five months. 

The fituation of Pomarre was evidently at that tftne njither com- 
fortable nor fccure. He carneftly defired Captain Bligh to take him- 
ffclf and Iddea to Britain. Hcte-hetc equally wifhed to go in the fliip. 
A coolncfs tlicn fiibfiftcd between Pomarre and Orapeia, which w^as 
fuppofed to have arifen from a difagrccracnt of their wives. Shortly 
after the departure of the Ihip a revolution took place at Eimeo, by 
wdiich Motooaro’s authority was cftabliflied. Tareamoodoa took re- 
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fugc in Attahooroo, and* was afterward entertained by Temarre at Pap- 
para, where he remained in a private fbation. 

The Bounty returned to Mattavae on the 6th of June, having in 
the mean time been feized by twenty-five of the crew, who had mu- 
tinied, and turned adrift Lieutenant Bligh, and eighteen officers aind 
fcamcn, in the launch belonging to the fhip. Fletcher Chrillian, the 
matter’s mate, a young man of rcfpc<5tablc connexions and good ta- 
lents, was chot'en to command the mutineers. He had perfuaded them 
to go to Toobouae, a fmall ifland ninety leagues to the fbuthwai'd of 
Otaheite ; preferring it to the latter, as being Icfs expofed to vifits 
from Europeans. Having found Toobouae deflitute of animal provi- 
tlons, he brought the fhip again to Otaheite, to procure fi)mc flock 

for the fcttlemcnt w^hich he intended to make. He availed himfelf, 

•> * 

for this purpofc, of the fid:ion which had been hitherto fupported re- 
fpc6llng Captain Cook ; afTerting that they had met with him, and 
that he had font tlic fliip back for all the live flock that could be 
fpared, in order to form a fettlcmcnt at a place which Captain Bligh 
had difeovered in hi'* courfc toward the Friendly Iflands. The inha- 
bitants gave credit to his flory, and vied with each other xvho Ihould 
furnlfh moft for the fcr\'’icc of Captain Cook ; fb that by the l6th of 
June, four hundred and fixty hogs, fifty goats, and great quantities of 
fowls, dogs, and cats wxre collected. The bull and cow, which had 
been committed to the charge of Pomarre by Captain Bligh, were 
alfc) taken aw'ay ; but the former died on the pafTage, from the falls 
he received. F^leven female Otaheitcans failed with the mutineers ; 
and it was fbon found that thirteen male natives, among w hom w'as 
Hctc-hctc, had concealed themfclvcs in the fhip. When informed of 
the real deflination of the vcflel, and of the great improbability there 
was that they would ever return to their owm country, they difeovered 
no difTatisfa^ion ; but adhered cheerfully and faithfully to the muti- 
neers during their fruitlcfs attempts to cflablifh themfclvcs. at Too- 
bouae. 

Subfequent to the fecond departure of the Bounty from Otaheite, 

c 2 
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a Swcdidli armed vcflcl, -commanded by J. H. Cox,t arrived there. 
Captain Cox was received by Pomarre and Iddca with their ufual 
hioi!J>ItaIity ; and in return made them, j)rcfents, among which were 
feme more fire-arms and ammunition, a liand-faw, and an union jack. 
The latter became a fubHitutc for Captain Wallis’s pendant, as the 
cufign of royalty. A Ihrcwd and adivc fellow, named Brown, a na- 
tive of England or North America, was left by Captain Cox upon the 
ifland, in confcqucncc of a quarrel between him and his 0iipmates, in 
which he had maimed one of tliem. This man attached himfclf to 
Pomarrejf- with whom he went to rcfidc at a dillrid: of Teiarraboo, 
where the latter had fomc private property. He had taken up his 
abode there, apparently with a view to inercafe his political influence, 
in hope that the flnallcr peninfula might at length be brought under 
the dominion of his (bn. 

A majority oF the mutineers having determined, contrary to Fletcher 
Chriilian’s inclination, upon returning from Toobouac to Otaheite, 
the Bounty, was anchored a third time at Mattavae, on the 2 2d of 
September 1780. Sixteen of the fhip’s company then landed, with 
their proportion of the property and arms that were on board. The 
red failed fuddcnly in the night with Chrifriam, and have never fimpc 
been heard of. Thirty-five of the iflanders, including men, women, 
and children, accompanied them. His profefled defign was to fettle in 
feme uninhabited ifland, out of tjic ufual tracks of European fhips. 
Among the people who remained at Otaheite, were fevcral who had 
not been active iu the mutiny ; and fomc who had wilhed to accom- 
pany Captain BUgh in the boat, but were detained by the reft, as they 
could not conveniently be fpared. They were hofpitably received by 
their o)d friends at Mattavae and Oparre, and lands were afligned for 
their ufe in thefe diftrids, which they preferred to others where they 
were Icfs acquainted. 

The more ingenious and induftrious among them employed them- 
fclvcs in the conftruftion of a fchooner, about the fize of the paflage- 
boats between London and Gravefend. It was difficult to find, and 
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to convey from the mountains^ timber fliitcd to their purpofe ; and ftilJ 
more fo, to fubftitiijtc luch articles as were to be obtained in the 
country, for the ncccflary iron-work, pitch, and rigging. The natives, 
although they pilfered other things, never ftolc their tools, but afTiiled 
them occafionally in the laborious parts of their work ; and v'cre lefs 
furpiled at their fkill, than at their pcricverance in fuch dh under- 
taking. It was hardly to be expected, that the whole Of the party who 
had engaged in it, would adhere to each other till it Was completed. 
One of them, named Churchill, who had been mailer at arms in the 
Ihip, and was very aftive in the mutiny, accepted an invitation to live 
with Waheadooa, who was fovereign of Tciarraboa at the time that* 
Cook laft vilited that peninfula. Another, named Thompfon, one of 
the moft ignorant and brutal of the crew, accompanied him ; hut they 
very lliortly difagreed. Waheadooa died fbon afterward, without chil- 
dren ; and Churchill, banning been his tayo, fuccccded to his property 
and dignity, according to the eftahliihed cuftom of the country. 
Thc)mpfon w'as excited by envy of Churchill’s preferment, and by re- 
venge for fomc tricks he had played him, to take an opportunity of 
ihooting him. The natives rofc to punifh the murder of their new 
Ibvcreign, and ftoned Thompfon to death. A boy of four years old, 
who was nephew of the late Waheadooa, and fon of the chief of 
Weiooroo, was acknowledged as the fucceflor of his uncle, who/e 
name devolved upon liim, as it had before done upon Chilrchill. 

Pomarre was anxious that the reft of the Englifti Ihould remain 
unconnected with Tciarraboo ; but confented that fome of them Ihould 
take up their refidencc at Pappara with Temarre, w'ho continued to 
be on terms of friendftiip with him. They had all been conftantly 
. and plentifully fupplied with provifions by Pomarre’s orders, and he 
at length requefted in return their aftiftance to attack Eimeo, w here 
another infurreclion was formed againft Motooaro. They declined to 
go thither, but cleaned for him the arms which Captain Bligh and 
Captain Cox had given him. Hctc-hctc, wdto remained at Otaheite 
when the Bounty failed, and a few other natives wJio had learned to 
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life them, cafily turned the fcalc of ii<ftory againit the infurgents, and 
confirmed Motooaro in the peaceable pofTeflion oj his rights. 

A few months afterwards the weftern dillrifts of Attahooroo and 
Tettaha (wlicre Teppahoo had died, and his fiicccflbr Tetowha was 
inimical to Otoo) invaded both Oparre and Pappara, through jcaloufy 
of the growing power of the royal family. On this ocx:afion the mu- 
tineers thought it ncceffary, for their own fafety, to arm on the fide 
of their friends. Their fehooner having at length been launched, 
rigged, and provided with every thing ncceffary, they failed with a 
licet of war canoes from the north-caftern diftridis againft Attahooroo; 
•w'hich was likewife attacked from the quarter of Pappara by Temarre 
and the Englilh people refiding with him. Potatto, Tetowha, and 
their adheraits, took rcfiigc in tlic mountains, and in a fliort time 
obtained peace by flibmitting to Otoo’s authority. They alfo furren- 
dered to him the royal maro, which was carried in triumph to the 
morae at Oparfe, after having remained at Attahooroo twenty-one 
years. Tetowha, who was a young man of remarkable comcUnefs, 
died foon afterw’^ards, and an uncle of Pomarre’s was appointed in his 
Read. Potatto, through the intcrcelfion of the Englifli, was allowed 
to retain his authority in Attahooroo. After paying a vifit to Motoo- 
aro, with wrhom feme of them refided from that time, they laid up 
the fehooner at Mattavae during the tempeftuous feafbn, which ufually 
prevails between November and March. 

Early in 1791 the ceremony took place of invefting Otoo w ith the 
royal gannent, on which occafion Captain Cox’s flag was fent entirely 
round the ifland in token of the young chiefs fupremacy. It was 
admitted to pals tlirough Ticarraboo, from fear of Pomarre’s Englifli 
allies, rather than from willingnefs to fubmit to him. lie tluirefore 
propoled to them to allift his own and Temarre’s people, in com- 
pelHiig the inhabitants of that peninfiria to abfblutc fubmiflion. The 
chief part of tlic mutineers having agreed to the propofal, they again 
launched and . provided their fehooner, failed from Mattavae 2 ifl 
March, leaving only four of their number there, and reached Pappara 
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on the 24th. In the mean time the Pandora frigate, commanded by 
Captain EMwards, whicli had been lent from England, on hearing of 
the mutiny in the Bounty, arrived at Otaheite, and anchored at Mat- 
tavae on the 23d. The EngllQimcn who had remained there, went 
on board tlie fame day, and were immediately put into confinement. 
1/icutcnants Corner and Hayward, the latter of whom had»lailcd in 
the Bounty, and accompanied Captain Bligh in the launch, were dif- 
patched with two of the Pandora’s boats, to purfue the fchooncr. The 
mutineers had hardly anchored at Pappara, when a meflenger, whom 
Iletc-hetc had fent by land, informed them of what had befallen their 
comrades ; upon which they immediately lailcd again, ‘ with three 
others who lived at Pappara, leaving ^ behind only one of their party, 
and Brown whom they had met there. The former walked all night 
toward Mattavae, and furrcndcred himlelf on board the lliip the next 
day ; when allb the boats returned thither, not having been able to 
overtake the fchooner, which had fteered. for the fouth-eafternmoft 
point of the illand. She, however, returned to Pappara on the 27th, 
and fix of the mutineers went up to the hills within the country ; the 
other three w'cre kept in confinement that night and the next day by 
the orders of Temarrc, who like wile leizcd the fchooner. In the night 
of the 28th they efcaped, by Brown’s affiftance, to the w'cftcrn coall, 
and reached, by daybreak, a boat with which Liicutcnant Corner had 
come irom the Ihip the preceding day in purluit of them. He left 
them, with the boat, in the charge of. a petty officer, and afeended 
tlie heights, guided by Orapeia, to difeover the retreat of the refi:. 
Lieutenant Hayward having proceeded by water to Pappara, and' 
fearched for them in vain, was informed the next forenoon, that they 
were coming down to furrender thcmfclves, which they did, laying 
down their arms as they approached his party; and Mr. Hayward fent 
information to Lieutenant Corner, who was defeending after them 
into the A'allcy. 

During the whole time of the mutineers’ continuance at Otaheite, 
Pomarre had remained at Tciarraboo, but upon the arrival uf the 
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Pandora^ he repaired with his family to Oparre, He had tlicn> in ad* 
ditioii id Iddca, taken to wife her younger filler, Weirede ; but waa 
feill cqtially influenced by the advice of the former. He readily co- 
operated with the Britilli oflUccrs in their mealures for fecuring the 
mutineers, and was anxious to prevent bad confcqucnccs from the rc- 
fcntmentfof families with which they had formed connexions. Few 
of thefe appear to have been highly rclpcAablc ; but one inftance oc- 
curred of a very afFcding nature. A midlhipman, w'ho had been ac- 
tive in the mutiny, had lived with the daughter of a pcrlbn of property 
at Mattavac, and Ihc had borne a child to him. His imprilbnmcnt 
and rcmox’al afflided her to fuch a degree as to bring on a decline that 
terminated in her death. Her infant was left to the care of a filler, 
who cherilhed it with the utmoft tendemefs. Three daughters and a 
fon were left by others of the mutineers. 

Notwithftanding the mournful interviews that daily took place on 
board, between the Englilhmen, who were kept in irons, and the native 
women with whom they had lived, the ufoalcourfc of feftivity, amufe- 
ments, atid debaucheries, was uninterrupted during the continuance 

the iliip at Otaheite. She failed on the 8th of May, accompanied 
by the Ichooner which the mutineers had built, under the command 
of a petty oflScer from the Pandora. Brown, who had never been on 
friendly 'terms with the mutineers, came away in the Ihip ; and Hete- 
Wctc went in her to Bolabola, his native ifland. Pomarre and his wives 
were alfo IHll deflrous of quitting the ifland, but their departure was 
ftrongly oppoled by Orapeia and other chiefs, whole pcrfuafions pre- 
vailed. 

Of the fourteen people who were feized at Otaheite, and taken 
away in the Pandora, four were drowned when the Ihip was call away 
on her return; the reft were preferved in boats, and brought to 
trial in England. Four of them were acquitted, as having had no 
concern in the mutiny ; and were moftly provided for in Greenwich 
Hofpital. Another was dilcharged, his conviiftion not having been 
legally conduiftcd. Two were pardoned, and have ftnee been em- 
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ployed III the. navy. The remaining three v^eie executed at Spit- 
head. 

At the clofc of the fame year C&ptain Vancouver, in a ihip named 
the Difeovery, aftd Lieutenant Broughton, in the Chatham brig, ar- 
rived at Otaheke. The vefTclb having been Separated on their paSage, 
the Chatham firil reached that i/land, -which was appointed for their 
rendezvous. She anchored at Mattavac on the 2yth of December 
1791, and tlie Difeovery joined her three days later, Bomarre was 
then at Eiiuco, but returned the following week with Motooaro, who 
much reduced in health, and died a fortnight afterward. Another 
chief the fame name, -who was fbvereign of Huaheine, but acknow- 
ledged the {uprcnidcy of Otoo, was at Mattavac when the (hips ar- 
ri\c(l, and remained there while they ftaid. Manncmannc, then 
named Moure, although he had iucceeded Opoone in the ibvereigni^ 
of Ulictea and Otaha, relidcd chiefly at Otahelte. .The expedhaon 
which had been meditated againil Tieamdboo had been carried into 
efFe<5l, and the younger brother of Otoo bad been appointed chief of 
that pcniiifula. Orapeia rciided there as regent for his nephew, and 
Weidooa at Oparre. Pomarre had fixed his abode at Eimeo, and the 
inhabitants of that ifland became reconciled and attached to his go* 
vernment, as regent for the daughter of the dcceafed Motooa^ Po- 
tatto r' .nained likewiie in amity and fiibjcdion. Happae was ftiU 
capable of a«Stivity, and was then treated with reverence by his three 
ions, who were alio cordially attached to each other. They all be- 
haved with their ufual hofpitality tovwurd the Englilh ; butthty could 
not dkTuade Pomarre from the moil immoderate uie of ipirituous li- 
quors, till his lufFcrings convinced him of the neceflity of temperance. 
Some thefts, which were evidently encouraged by the chiefs, inter- 
rupted the friendihip that had prevailed ; and prevented the repetition 
of A difplay of fireworks, with which they had been greatly delighted. 
The veflefe failed on the 24 th of January 1 792. 

Shortly afterward a private ihip, named the Matilda, Captain 
Weatherhead, touched at Otahelte for rcfrclhments, having iailcd 

f 
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horn Bort^Jackian upon the fbuthern whale fifticry. After, a fort- 
> Ray . they departed, .and on the 25th of f ebruary, the fhip 
wuBWi€cked upon an exteniive reef "jn 22 Ibuth latitude, 138 | weft 
longitude. The captain and ciew cfcaped in their boats to Otahcitc ; 
^ut upon landing again, at that ijO^andf-the inliabitants plundered them 
of the articles they had faved from the wreck. This cv^nt became an 
occaftoii df contention among the iflanders, and a part of the countiy' 
w as inr confequcacc laid waftc by Rpmarre. The flap’s company were, 
In other refpe^, well treated. ; A fmall vclTel called the Prince Wil- 
laana Henry^' touching at Otaheltc on the 26th of March, ftayed only 
.thseetdays. , .Some of the Matilda*s people embarked in her, and pro- 
lreeded *to the north-^wcR coaft of America. 

Captain Bligh having *been again fent out, to accomplilh the purpofes 
of his former voyage which had been fruftrated by the mutiny, ar- 
^ed at Qtaheite on the yth of April 1 792, in a ftiip named the Pro- 
ividence; -attended by a^f^all veflcl called the Affiftance, commanded 
by Lieutenant Portlock. Pomarre refided at Oparre whilft the veftels 
.lemainedi. Peace was reftored between the contending dlftrids by 
Captaiin Bhgh's interference, and human facrifices were offered on the 
occaftofi. A, ftfond collection of bread-fruit plants, &c. vk as made, 
with which he failed, after a ftay of three months. Hctehetc, and one 
of Pomarrp s domcftics, accompanied him to the Weft-Indies, where 
ihc former remained to take. care of the plants; the other came to 
England, but; did not lo;*g furvivc his arrival. Several of the Matilda’s., 
people .who clioft to continue upon the ifland, attached thcmlelvcs to 
ditferent families, and lived in indolence and plenty. 

. .. The Da*dalus ftorcftiip, Captain New, had followed Captain 
"Vancouver from England to Nootka Sound, and was di /patched from 
thence, .with Lieutenant Hanfon on board, to Port Jack/bn. In her 
^way ,thitbe? fhc ftopped a fortnight at Otaheitc, in -February 1793. 
The ihip-s-, company were treated with the utmoft friend/hip; and two 
tlic ^prew 4cfertcd, in order to fettle among the natives. One of 
thj^rn vi,:iEi$. recovered by the contrivance of Orapeia, who advifed l;hc 
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captain to detain Him oii bbaird ttH tHe mail 

Having adicd his part fo well asy to accompli0i ’the piir|poi(e; he thqti 
diverted himfelf at the expenie of hit ftierids/ dthee d^rtec* 
who was a Swede, was liiffered to remain at Otaheitei Whet6?i;^hc ^was 
found hy Captain Wilibn. Onh^^Opt of the h/Iatilda*s 
depart with the Dasdaliis.. ' ‘ * . ^ :• 

No information refpeding this ifland having tinnipired' between 
the voyages of the Daedalus andf the Duff, we refer to the narrative 
the latter for the intervening oomriiences. Two private (hips, named 
the Jenny and the Britannia, were at different periods at Otahdite, but 
neither the events nor the dates of dhicir ’vifits arc accurately known*^ 
It is reported that fcvcral of the Matilda a crew left the ifland iii one of 
thefe veflels ; and that fbme of them’ Ventured acrols the RacifiC Ocean 
in tiicir boats, one of which is underflipod to have reached Timpr. ,'; o 
The numerous detached accounb, from Which the precedihg nafi- 
rativc has been with difficulty compiled, cannot butek^te paintol 
fenlations in a (crious mind. While, in Ibmc reipe^^' the prudence 
and humanity of our navigators arc conipicuous, how muph- is it to 
be lamented, that, in various important views, they appear to have 
derived from the knowledge of chriftlanity ho advantage, over the 
heathen world! More damage thah benefit certainly has refj^cd ftom 
their intercouffe. The manners of the natives had become more de- 
praved by means of the frequent vifits which occurred during^^hc firfl: 
ten years : and they had, in fbme degree, evidendy ameliorated during 
an equal fpacc of time, in which the ifland was wholly deferted by 
Europeans. Foi* ten years paft, nominal Chriflians have almofb con- 
llantly refided there ; and the refult appears from the Rate in which, 
the inhabitants were found by Captain Wilfbn. It is confolatozy to 
cloie this hiflorical view, of Otaheite with the arrival and lettlement of 
feveral real Chriflians in that ifland, who have devoted their lives to 
the purpofes of inflruCBng the natives by their do^ine and exampleun 
the purity of the gofpel ; and of imparting to them the moffc eflential 
benefits of civilization, without the vices too often attendant ttpmi it, 
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* Jljlar^ OtaheiU» 

l>t the iilands which n»untam.an interoourie with Otaheite^ 
have Been 'tnehti6he^ in the preceding narrative. That^ 

which more iiQmediately depends upon itj is 

'• T£Tai7it5Ji> confining of ieveml iinall low iilets, enclofed in a reef 
ahont ten leagues in circuit ; and fituatcd a Uttle to the weftward of 
r^i^ frii^ at'^^ttie''di^]i^nce of eight leagues. It is the 

th(^ xrho/ailo^s nO htead*fruit to 

bdf ‘planted upon thefh ipots ; ,tnat the people who inhabit them, may 
be’<Adigdd to hritig the £fh w^ich abound there, to Oparre, to be ex> 
changed ihr bre^-fmit. I'heredf^ is inacceijible to large *canocs, and 
Foma^ iuiS therefore ix^ide ulc of this place as a magazine lor his 
meStVid^ble arddp of propeiiy, not being erpofed to the depredations 
of a ho&iie fleet. '"^Th’e ifiets al^ ab6und with cocoa-nuts, whioh 
flouriih moil: upon the Ibwefl places. * 1 * 111 ^ arc reforted to by the wan- 
dering focicty of the aneoes, c^cci^y the women, and by the cfFcmi- 
uatc dais, idth thc^ |>uipoie of increasing the delicacy of their ap- 
pearance. The W often dhSii^t and dangerous. The Hated 

inhabitants hav^icen reprefeuted as few; but the occalional concourfc 
of people is iiich, that in the mofl; variable and tempeftuous fcaibn of 
the year," one hundred canoes Imve been ieen together upon this ipot. 

Tnic only ifland, bciWc Tj'cthuxoa, that is in ablblutc fubjedion to 
Otaheite is Maid’S a, which belongs to the chief of Tciarraboo. It is 
iituftted to ihc.'caH of that peniniula, at the diHance of more than 
twdity leagues ; and being, though fmall, very lofty, is always ob- 
ierved by perfons who approach Otaheite from the eaftward. It is 
not above three miles in circuit, and the north iidp is too fleep foe 
habitarions ; but the Ibuthern iidc defeends more gradually, and has a 
border of low land next the ica. Hiis little iiland is very populous,, 
but Icfi civilized than Otaheite, Horn whence it is viHted by a large 
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idtr canoe during the vanaH& wl^^, and pecyrls are i^rocared m.^« 
change for the iron worl^ ^ ^ the eailward ‘it is 

enclofed by a coral rcc?/‘ it' is*H kt^ longitude 

148® li'. It is. the only i 
Otaheite, and maintains ini 
toward the liorth-ea^ 

The ifland neareft to Otaheite'as that\calll^ hi.: 

EiMio, but more ufusdlyjriamc^ 

from the mftern cpaft b^’Otafackc M al^ 

has been varioufly iepre^teij, but ^ ^l^irplp^ 

north to tbixth^' and hdif as mu^ in hreadth, ^ J't . didem 
Otaheite in^ha^ng knd^o^ed mbptm in ibyeral pa^r of itacoa^ 
and in being, ihter&^ed by ipacious, vaBi^. ,|t h^ a^,ye^. 
border of low land next itlie iha,' imm wndt:i,oe:^e biB 
acclivities ; but horn the harl^rs on thbnor^:!^,.^^ 
gi^dually, and the tower tiilk ‘^ear hi na^. pasts. lts>, 

hillory has been interwoven with s that bf 'Otahci^p, with, which, it . 
appears to be at pre/eht amicably afid nrinty epnneded^. The na^ves^ 
arc ftrongly adduc'd to theft ; aim the iem^s have hec|t j^oii^t in?-, 
fcrior in beauty to thofoof any nd^bouxing mandi , Thovharhl^ oIT 
Taloo, on the north coait, which is thought c][i|^blc«f^ ,ye^V . 
is lituatcd in 17® 3o' latitude, in wefti, Jongitt^de.. J^iipep . was? 

unavoidably fifcn by cveiy navigatmwho has yiutcd 0b^itc,: C^tchu 
Wallis nanxed it the l)iikc- of ITorkViflaand:,. 

The ifland neareft to thfc weft ward fromil^meo is TAifOOAMAWooi,'^ 
which was difeovered on the 28th of J.uly by C^ain Walli?^, 
and called by him Sir Charles Saunders's iilaffifdv . Itds htuated'in ktk' 
feude 17 ® 28', weft: longitude 150® 40'^. ItS: extent is^^ikum 

eaft .to weib about fix mile9> lls centre n&s in a moimtaih. with* dt 
double peak.; but the greater part had fertile appearance, and. ;^e 
lower grounds abounded whh cocoa-nut trees. 'Kic habitations fiacaftcdi 
to be finall, and not very numerous. Its goycramimtvhas ,u^iany..4b^.a 
pended upon that ofiHa^teine,, fi:om>whence.itk.xhfbmt aho^ ioxu^ 
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tc^ hy eaR/ It is n 6 t<litstt>wn ^at Euihnpeains lancted 

',;* HitfXiltiir^B (or AhSittb, vrliich ilgiuiies * wotran) Is the eaftem- 
liioit lila&d of thcj group i^alled the 'Society. Klands by Captain Cook« 
who dlfbovered'them- in Jtiiy 1-769 and it Is twentyi-eiglit leagues to 
the north-wcR of Otaheite, being fituated in latitude 16® 48', iso" 7' 
weft lon^tude. It has about ievnn leagues of circuit, and is divided 
into tWo.j^nlnfulas by an Ifthmus ovcdlowed at high water : in other 
|^ 4 rts of the ifiaUd there are alfo fait lakes near the fea. It has a very 
nat^our ftnpe of fertile low land next the ihore ; and the hills, which 
ate hot nearly ib high as thofe of OtahOite, but more fttongly marked 
iby volcanic fire, are in ft»mc parts entirely Cultivated^ The pioduc- 
tions are ftmilar to thoie ^of Otaheite, but earlier in their Icafun. The 
men are generally larger and more tobuft t both fezes are left timid 
' hnd left cdtious. They iverc more dating in their thefts- from the 
‘‘lEngltfti,' haying never felt the Ibfcc of their weapons of deftruCtion in 
the manner that the Otaheitevi^ had done. 

. HuaheineVas always vifited by Captain Cook on departing from 
Otaheite. ^During his firft two voyages, the fbvereign power over 
Iluaheine was vefted in a friendly old man named Ore, who aCled as 
regent for a boy named Tairetarea, He was not more tlian ten } cars 
old m 1777, hilt Ore had then been obliged to rclign the go\crnm.iit, 
and no One ieeming to fucceed him as regent-, there was conlcqucntly 
very little authority maintained. It has lince that time been vilited 
hy Lieutenant Watts, Captain Bligh, and Captain Edwards; but no 
further information is afforded by their voyages relpcCling the govern* 
''itleiit of the country. In the clofr of 1 79l» it appears that the chiefs 
of Htiaheine, and of Tapooamanoo, acknowledged the fuprcmacy of 
Otoo. The wars of Huaheine have always had a relation to the iflund 
next to mentioned. 

ULiETEAy or, more properly, ReiadSa, is fituated feven leagues 
W. S. W. from Huaheine. It is wholly liirroundcd by reefs, intcr- 
fperfed with ftnail iilands, and forming feveral harbours. One of 
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mix 


^fe, upon the apfth-weft^fi edaife 4 b -iil! | 

Uih^de im 34' i,. 

although above twice its extenti ahd more tcf^bli^ 

appearance;' but, lilce-, the^for^it^, ;it,lh^,,fcyci^j fjjjt. " 

lagoons. , The inhabi;ta!;its are Ir, general 

of the preceding hSands. jta i^portacice. ii^ tjie cji^r, ;^ ,yr|^!^ . it 
belongs, is not now proportionate to its .rdaUve^naagnitude, , - ^ if^ 
years before Captain Wallis’s vifit to Qtaheite, it .^ jftie 
nent of the group, . and in-ftri^ alliance , with the , ai^^cpt £0^4 Of 
Otaha, as well as with Huaheine. ,y Its Recline , uppers Af||;i- 

nated in the.feceffionriOf.QtohjajSfonv league,, .The 


Huaheine and Ulietea, w^rc attacked by. the, hh^c force .pf .Bplabol?^. 
The combat was likely to iffue in %ouf: of fleets, when 

that of Otaha came up to aflift Qolabol^, and decided , the ; vi^rv by a 
great daughter of their, opponents, who w^ jdre^y exh|n^ ^h<^; 
purfued their advantage; with liich aUpiity^d fiwcef^, tha^^ 

(jucred Huaheine, in aa attaek upon that ilhind..twp,.dkys aftfir their 
Ibrmer engagement,: Many inhabitant of. bp^ the ful^ugated iflemds 


took refuge at, Otaheite; and having obtained . ^to tbepi^e. a; rem^ 
forcement of ten war canoes, they landed a^ Huaheii^'in the aigl\t, 
and furprifed their conquerors; whoto, 'they parjdy ,di^|l?,f-;yqdj.,aqfl 
comple tely drove irorn that ifland, . They could nQt,,howeycr,j 
the ground .that had been Iqfl: at UljetiM. It fcutocr fovctdgn,*f)Qro^^ 
w'as permitted to return to his hereditary diflri<S,,,0,op6.a, ,^, the 
eaftern point of the ifland; but Toopaea and pmae,,,w,ith many others. 


were deprived of their pofleflionaj and compelled to .flippqit in 
other illands, their property being feiz^ by the vi^qrious chiefs. .Tbc 
latter foon quarrelled among themfclvcs, .The people of Pj^ha claiming 
an equal lhare of the fpoil, were, attacked,, and fubdued, by their for- 
midable allies of Bolabola; and a chief froin that., ifland, named Qtep* 


was appointed governor of Ulietca by the npw fpvereign, Oppose. 
'Both thclc perfons were at Ulietca. when Captain Cook yi;fitj^ the 
ifland in 17 p 9 ; and Oreo kept the fame power , during, hi^, 





’’ -ilSi'the^ death ot'OffOQat liis 'dot;!kii4Qii6 wetc divided, and both 


"tftietim and Otnha lell to the po^eilion t>f> a brother of lddca> now 
lenowh at Otaheito b;)r the name of Mannemanne, who dcAgned that 
at his ovm dec^ile the Sovereignty of theSe iilands Should revert to hi* 
nephew Otoo. His authority docs not, however, app r to have been 
foiHcicnt to Scicure the rcvcrfion, nor even the poflfcflton of this dig- 
nity ; of which lie has Since been deprived ; either by his temporaiy 
lu1je£ts, or by their neighbours of Bolabola. 

The people of Ulietea behaved very SubmiSHvely to Cook upon his 
iirSt visit, apparently in the hope excited by Toopaca, tliat he would 
refeue them from the yoke of x^olabola. He was alSo treated with 
much iriendShip by Oreo ; but the theSlis which arc cuftomaiy at theSe 
islands could not be prevented by the authority of the latter. The 
mythology adopted by thefc poor heathens Seems to be better under- 
ibood here thw in the other islands, and even to be regularly taught 
in its Several di^iifb. Both Toopaea and Mannemanne, alter being 
^expelled from Ulietea, a<fted as chief prieSts at Otaheitc. 

Ota HA is not more than two miles distant trom the northemmoSt 


poijut of the preceding iSland ; and no paSTage iur Shipping has been 
found through the reef which connedb them. ‘ It is about half the 
£ze of Ulietea, which i^ rcfcmblcs in its afpe<5t, but is Still IcSs fertile 
or p<.)pulous. Captain Cook vifited it in 17^9 with his boat 5, in com- 
pany with Opoone, who then principally reSided here. In 1773, 
ll/ieutcnant PickerSgill went likcwiSc in a boat entirely roimd the ifland 
to procure provisions ; but he was obliged to make repriSids, in order 
to recover his Stock in trade which had been Stolen. The English 
were treated here with the Same tokens of refpc<ft that the natives 
Shew to their own principal chiefs, in conScqucncc of the account 
which the latter had received from Toopaca. The clofc vicinity of 
Ulietea has rendered it unncceSTary for any Ship to ancliur at Otaiia. 



iibaptatil Edwards examined '‘l^th' thetc iiWitks wi the loth of 

17(lf4, in fiFsVcardi after rtetefter Chriftian and ti$ coippaniun', 

Bola»6la (more ufually pronounced Bora!)ora) is iituated four 

leagues N. W'. of 0*^aha, to which it is inferior in extent ; but the 

reef with which it is fiirroundcd is nearly full of iflets, much larger 

than thotc which arc fcattcred among the rochs that enclofc Qtaha 

and Ulictea. It diff’err from tholl; ifiands, and from Huaheine* in 

having hut (aw harbour tjn Its c<’a{l; v^hercas the Ihorcs of the otliers 

bring tlrongly indented, fir'u like the coads of Eimeo, numerous 

pi ICC': of Ihclt ' 1 for dupping. It is alfb didinguidiCw by a very 

hdty double-j>eakcd moiuitain in it centre, and is more rude and 

craag) than the red of the Sociery ides. Its ladicrn dele ha^ a barren 

appearance; the wedern is mo’"* fitile: a low border whic'h dir- 

round-, the whole, together with the illands on the reef, arc producf 

tlve and populous. Its cartied inhabitants arc find to have lj<’cn ma^- 

hfa. i )!•: luniflv.d from the neighbouring ifiands. Their number^ 

1 ij idly InoKMfjng, and their lui’itary prow els rifing to great <Tcdit, 

t’n*y ettaMlOied their authority in hot!) tlic iiland". lad rncatlontd, 

.1 weM as it! the two uliich arc nc^t to he deferihed. Their concjucds 

acj’iutd them fo lunt h reflvc^t, that the fiippofcd tutelary divinity of 

Ikd.thola, named (loia, or Orlia, had been adople.d by the people 

i > . .7 ahoo, in pieiennee to two imaginary deities, whom they for- 

. ’ • ly \v( rihipped. 'I'he iiolahoItUi vvanlors arc pundtured in a diffc- 

of •nau’''r tVrm thoii. of the more caderu ifiands. 

da’ in Co 'h did not 1 . 1 ’d at Hoi ibt ia .upon his fird or fccond 

Ycva je. In IT/ / he w.i' ])re\enied by coairaiy winds from anchoting 

in the harbour, v\l.''’h i* \f y fpacious ; and he landed in his K at, 

to pnrehate an afichvi ’ ’ i< n i ad been lod by M. de Bougainville at 

Ilciha, an ! bad been ton ewti from thence to Bolabtda fui the fuati- 

* * 

fieaiion t>t Opvvine. 'Tla.l tliie»', although then very old ami fccblC; 
wQi d ll uni\et)lill/ cftei ned and feared. The rain which the 15pa* 
niaids liad left at Ow'l aptba, had :illt> beer, fl'iit to tins dillant 
place: Captain Cook tbcr'*Kie pnlenttd OpboiiC with au ewe to 
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accottipany it. That chief ha\ing xiled^ probably during the lorig 
interval which claepfed between ti»e‘ voyages of Cook and thofe of later 
navigators, was fucceeded in his government of this and the tbllowing 
iflands by his daughter. She w’as about twelve years old in 1774, and 
had then been betrothed to a chief named Boba^ who governed Otaha, 
under Opoone, and was defigned to fucceed him in the Ibvercignty. 
In 1791, when Captain Edwai^ds vifited Bolabola to inquire after the 
mutineers, a man, laid to be named Tatahoo, had the chief autho- 
rity. The identity of this perlbn with Boba is not rendered unlikely 
by the difference of names, one title being feldom borne fo long a 
time by the lame perfbn. Thefe four iflands were named by Captain 
Codk the Society Iflands, on account of the fliort diflanccs by 
whieh they are foparated from each other. The licentious focicty 
called . Arreoq, extends both to this group and to Otaheite. The mem- 
bers of it wander perpetually in great numbers from one iflaiid to an- 
other, performing dances and plays, and indulging in every kind of 
profligacy. 

: The imall ifland of MaurSoa lies about four leagues weft of the 
northern part'of Bolabola, to -which it is lubjc<ft. It is wholly ftir- 
Tounded by a reef, and its centre rifos in a high round hill. Its pro- 
duiRions arid inhabitants are ftmilar to thofc of the neighbouring 
countries ; but it has not any harbour for lliipping. It is faid that 
pcairk are procured from this ifland by the people of Otaheite. 

Toohae, conftfting of fomc very fmjill low iflets, conned:cd by a 
i’ccf, -lies four or' five leagues north of Bolabola ; to which it is fubfor- 
vient, in ia fimilar manner as Tethuroa, which it rcfombles, is to Ota- 
heite. The ftated inhabitants arc only a few families ; but as the 
coaft abounds with turtle, it is much reforted to, not only by the So- 
dety iflanders, but by the natives of a low ifland to the eaft ward, called 
FafaOf which has not yet been foen by Europeans. It is aflerted that 
theif language is ' unintelligible to the natives of the Society ifles ; 
which leads to the fuppofition that fomc colony has been formed there 
of a different race from all the neighbouring iflanders. Tw'o other 
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filnilar aflcmblagcs of iflc4 and reefs, which lie from thirty to forty 
leagues more wellward, are known to the Society iRanders by the 
names Mope ha and Whemma^oora, They were difeovered by Captain 
Wallis in 1 7O7, who called them Lord Howe’s and.. Scilly illands. 
The latter arc inhabited, the former are only occafionally frequented. 
Both of them abound w’ith cocoa-nut trees, turtle, the pearl-oyftcr, 
and all kinds of filli commoti to the climate. 

To the eaftward of Oteheitc are fcattcred numerous other tilands, 
chiefly of the defeription of thofc lafl: mentioned, and commonly full 
of people. Many of them were difeovered -by ^uiros, Schouten and 
IvC Mairc, Roggewein, Byron, Wallisy Carteret, Bougainville, , Cook, 
Edwards, Bligh, Vancouver and Broughton : and - fomc. arc now 
added by Captain Willlin. The intricacy and difficulty of the navi- 
gation has procured them the titles of the Labyrinth, and the Dan- 
gerous Archipelago. They have been found difperfod from to 27® 
of latitude, and as far as 25® eaftward from Otaheitc. All the inhao 
bitants appear to be of the fame race with the Society iflanders, but 
arc fomewhat darker in their complexions, and more ferocious in their 
manners. Many other iflands, befidc thole difeovered by Europeans, 
have been deferibed by the natives of the- Society ifles, as lying to the 
eaftward, fouthward, and weftw'ard of their group; and feycral of 
them arc rcprcfcutcd as lofty, fertile, and extcnfive. An ifland, called 
Ohclerdat fituatcd in latitude 22® 27', ISO® 47' weft longitude, was 
difeovered by Captain Cook 13th Auguft J7II9, and rccognifcd by 
Toopaca, who was then on board the Endeavour. The lame perfon 
laid down the pofitions of feventy-feven iflands, which were known 
to him either by obfervation or report. Not far from Oheteroa is 
Toolmiai, already mentioned as the ifland where Fletcher Chriftian 
attempted to form a lettlciiicnt. It lies in latitude 23® 25', and I.49® 
23' weft longitude. Both thefe iflands. are populous, although neither 
of them is twenty miles in circuit. The former difiers from tlic,. So- 
ciety Iflands only in having no furrounding reef of coral. The latter 
entirely refemblcs them in appearance; but the nati ves; arc more, fod^tc 
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an4 Icrpi Writable. It was firft mhabited within a few paft '^nerd- 
tioi3L&». by. forne people who had attempted to go with a canoe ttorti an 
ii^and far to the weft ward, toward: anotlier with which they had cufto- 
^r)’ intcrcouric, but WTrC driven by tempeftuouf w'eathcr iiponToo- 
‘.l>oual. Another canoe, in which was a chief of Ulictca, an anceftor 
9 f Iddea, palling froln thence to Otaheitp w^as likc\vife driven upi>n 
this Iftand forae year;’> later. He- was admitted by thofc who had pre- 
ceded him, to the chict authority at Toobouai ; and he divided the 
country into three diftrids, wliich retain the names of Rciadea, Wa- 
hcinc, and Taha, three of the . Society illes. A tliird canoe allb drifted 
liithcr, \vith the Ikelcton of a man in it, which was recognifed by one 
of the Otahcitcai^.w'lio accompanied the mutineers of the Bounty to 
Toobouai. He had killed this man in one of die fca-fights between 
Pomarre and Maheiae. and was afterward obliged tocfcapc by fwlm- 
ming, leaving his canoe, with thcvcorpfe in it, to the diredion of the 
u injjs and waves. Accidents fimilar to thefc arc knoivn to have oc- 
curred in feveral other parts of this ocean. An inftance is given by' 
Captain Cook, of a canoe which, likewife in attempting the paifage 
between Otaheitc and Ulictca, was driven to an iflaud called Wutcoo. 
two hundred leagues diftant. Of twenty perfons, only four furvived 
die famine and fatigue which they endured before they reached tliat 
place, where they were kindly rccci.ved. Three of them were found 
dicrc, and recognifed by Omac, in 1777 , when Captain Cook dllco- 
\ cred die idand, at Icaft twelve years after their arrival. It is fituatc d 
in latitude 20*’ T, 1^8'’ 15"' weft longitude. It is fmall, high, and po- 
pulous. There arc feveral illands in its neighbourhood, Ibmc of which 
arc fubje<it to Watcoo.. ^Vll the inhabitants are of the fame race and 
language with thofc already deferibed. . 

We may hope that the gofpel will be fpread from Otaheitc, by 
means of its ufual intercourfc with other illands, to 'thole of Maitca, 
Tethuroa, and Eimeo, the four Society illes, and the fmallcr illands , 
dependent upon them. All thclc have fometimes been called the 
Society illes; but the reafon for which feme of them were fo named 
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by Cook does aot apply to the reft. There is at the fame tiihc 
ftrong a common refemblance, and fo mtimatc a coancxion among 
the whole of this group, tliat it. requires to be diftinguiflicd by fomc 
collcdivc title. The name of hisi^cfent Majefty was given to Ota- 
heite by Captain Wallis; but it has been fuperlcdcd, as all foreign 
denominations fliould be, by that which the natives thcmfclves give, 
to their country. They arc not however known to give colkSiwe- 
titles to the groups of il^nds inhabited by them. ■ All thoft. which 
have been deferibed were brouglit to notice, revifjted, .eiirichcd wkk' 
European articles of food and commerce, and at length ha\c received, 
iriftruttion in chrilllanity, during tlie reign of his prefent Majefty : 
whom may God preftrve ! Other alfemblages of iflands in the Pacific, 
Ocean, have, for much lefs important caufes, been named after Spanifli . 
moiiarch.s; as the Philippine and Caroline, illands. We fliall, there- 
fore, uio the liberty, w'hen /pcakingof the whole, group, to dwiominate. 
them the Georgian illands. The diredVion wherein they ii® renders 
the palfage to winebvard difficult and precarious ; and the diftindl 
governments by whicli they are mutually divided and oppofed, muft 
be expelled, to retard, in feme mcafurc the progrefs of the gofpcl 
through this clufier but we tmft, through the di\ine blcffing, tliat. 
tlicic obftacles will be lurmounted by the peculiar advantages attending.- 
our luimerou.-i million at the principal illand, the influence of which . 
over the others has been already greatly increafed by its frequent in- - 
tcrcourfc with the Englilh. 


Geographical and hifiorical A£€Quni of Tongatahoo, and the IJIands . 
which are conneSted with h, 

TONGATABOO prefents an afpeft very, different from that of' 
Otaheite ; to the weftward of which it is fituatcd, at a dillance of four 
hundred and eighty leagues, and of more than tlirce hundred Icagucsr- 
from Wateoo, ffic wefternmoft of the illands. before mentioned. It la - 
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about ti/Hniy leagues iii circuit, and licarly tri^gulat in its form/ Its 
noFtheirn fide is indented by' a bayv'^^i'ch comttiuiiickt^ with aii 
cxtcnli^^e lagoon within the ifland. The weftem point of this inlet 
'^s afeertained by Ciiptaih Coolcl^o be in latitude 21 ^ 8 ' 19^, and 
175^ 4' 42 ^'' weft longitude. On this fide alfp an extenfive harbour is 
formed by reefs and iflands W’hich Cover its whole length. The fliorc 
is in this part low and landy ; but afeends oni the other fidcs of the 
ifland, in a perpendicular coral rock, from feven to ten feet above the 
fea at flood-tide, which riles from three feet and a half to four feet 
and three quarters. A reef that lies two miles N. W. by W. from 
thc; northerrifnoft point of the illand forms a road for fliipping ; but it 
is far from being lecure, the coral bank, which is the only anchoring- 
ground, being very ftcep, and extending only three cables’ length from 
the fliorc. The greater part of the coaft round thc ifland is guarded 
by flat refcks about twd hundred yards wide, and of greater extent to- 
W'ard the fouth-caftem point, near which is thc moft elevated part of 
the iflandj about one hundred feCt high above thc fea. Thc interior 
is dh’Crfified by many gentle riling grounds. Thc foil is loofe and 
black to a confidcrablc depth, but intcripixed with ftrata of reddilh 
<!lay: it is chiefly very fertile, and in many parts highly cultivated; 
thc plantations, in the midft of w’hich the principal houfts arc placed, 
being alfb Very neatly cnclofed'. Thc vegetable produdtions arc raoftly 
fimilar to thofc of thc places already dclcribed, the cocoa-tiut being 
in greater perfe< 5 lion, the bread-fruit in left, than they are at the more 
lofty' iflands. There are levcral plants at Toiigataboo that were not 
known at Otaheitc ; cfpccially lhaddocks, and a new li)ccics of thc 
Jcluits’^bark, likely to equal that of Peru in medicinal virtue. • It is 
well.furniflied with trees, which grow very luxuriantly. Water is 
Ibmewhat fcarcc, and moftly'brackilh.' There were no dogs befbre 
they were liipplied by Europeans. Of other animals there arc thc 
fame kinds as at Otaheite, and leveral Ipecies of birds not common 
to that ifland, particularly green parroquets with red feathers on their 
heads. Some kinds of birds arc ufually tamed and fed by thc inhabi- 
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taats. Thei^ ore. alfo ^ts ia great aumbers, and ibme of fuch mag- 
nitudCf that, the tip3 of their wingjs» when extended^ are from three to 
four feet apart. 

This ifland was difeovered 27th Jaiiuaxy ld43, by Abel Janfan 
Tafman, a Dutch navigator. The inhabitants came unarmed on 
board his fbips, without the leaf!: apparent defign or apprehen^on, of 
mifehief. .They exchanged hogs» £>wls, and fruits, for European 
articles, which they allb pilfered as they found opportunity ; but in 
other rcfpcdls they behaved, in the mpD: courteous and friendly manner. 
Tafman anchored in the roadfoead ; and fent his boats, to foarch for 
freih water, into the bay already deferibed. To the former he gave 
the n^me of Van Diemen, and to the latter that of Maria, in honour 
of the perfon then governor of the Dutch Eaft Ilidics and his lady. 
And elderly chief, who foems at that time to have had the fovereign 
authority, came repeatedly on board, Ihewed the moft profound Te^pedl 
to his vihtors, and was highly gratified by the prefents which they 
made to him. Among thefe was a wooden bowl, probably the fame 
that long afterwards was ufod by the fovereigns of Tongataboo as a 
divining- cup, to convidl perfons accufod of crimes ; and the' iiune 
homage which is rendered to the fovereign when ptfefent, was paid 
during his abfence to the bowl, as his reprcfentativc. 

No weapons were feen by Tafmaai at Tongataboo ; which circum- 
ftance, as well as their unfufpicious condu<^ toward Grangers fo for- 
midably equipped, indicates that they had been accuftomed to a Hate 
of general peace and focurity. No quarrel occurred during this inter- 
view ; and the Dutch, after having obtained abundance of provilions, 
but very little water, proceeded to the adjacent illands to the north- 
ward. 

Captain Cook, accompanied by Captain Furneaux, vifited this 
place in 1/73, having previoully fpent feme days at the nciglibouring 
ifland of hooa. They anchored in Van Diemen road, October 3d;, 
and the inhabitants, who had met them half way between the iflands,. 
behaved with tlxc fame confidence and kindnefs, that they had fliewn, 
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i»i|!^;friaiSi<C8 of pilfering; for wMdb; fpBac of them IvhO were pecu- 
Hbriy daring were punilhedj without hetraying appearances of rcfetit- 
ment. Hcte-hetc and Omae, who were on board the ihips, were at 
perplexed by a difference of dialed ; as thefe iflanders made uft of 
the confoiiants f, k, and hard g, which are unknown at the Georgian 
idands ; but tlwy foon perceived the identity of the radlcd language, 
.and became able to converfe fluently witli the nati\'cs. 

A man, named Attago, who had feme authority among his coun- 
trymen, attached himfelf to Captain Cook, and rendered him effential 
ferviccs. introduced the Englifh to an elderly chief of fuperior 
rank* named Toobou, who likewife aded in a friendly manner, al- 
though with a degree of refervo. A perfon of much higher dignity 
was alfe met with, named Latoo Llbooloo, to whom homage was 
paid by all ranks, akhoxigh he a^ppeared very defedive of intcllcd. 
lie bore the title of Arcckce, which wa.s applied to no other perfon 
except Pbulaho, then the fevercign chief, and fifth in defeent from 
the perfon who reigned at the period of Tafman’s vifit. The mother 
of Llbooloo, who -lived at a diffant ifland of the feme grouji, was 
elder lifter of Poulalufs father ; and had this fon, and two dauditcr.s 
by a man who cajnc from the extenfive neighbouring iflands named 
IVje. The members of this family were called Tammaha, and ranked 
aboxe Toulalio himfelf, notvvithftanding his poffenion of the fnpieme 
power, either on account of their mother’s feniority, or of feme pre- 
eminent dignity of their foreign parent. One of the daughfcis refided 
with their mother, the other at Tongatiiboo. . Libooitjo had alfe an 
intant fen at ]!k)oa, to whom extreme attention was paid. Poulaho 
M'as then abfent from Tongataboo. 

It becuinc necefiary to prohibit the purchafe of curiofitics fn>m the 
iflanders, in order to obtain adequate fupplies of food; thefe were 
afterwards abundantly furnifiicd. Weapons, of a \ cry formidable na- 
ture were then found among them, although they ufually went un- 
armed. 'I'iicif fpcais were barbed in a very dangerous manner, and 
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were executed' ‘ 
'is^^P^aiiicjtfci • .t^bffi 'V'l^laniks ''-'beiug ' fcathcr- 
which : imiycatcd .the; entering, as 
into the others. Xhey had left doth> biit more 
matting thin th6,Qc<i^in ifianders: it was more neatly and beariti- 
fuUy m^dc, ; «nd W|B to cover, their floors, as well as for dreft. 

Their b^et- Work alfo d^fooyered much ingenuity, and their cloth "was 
glazed fo as to refift wet The \Vomen were far left immodeft; but 
the men were more ^nerally addided to the. pepper-root dratight, 
here called kaya. The fuhmiffic)n paid to the chief's, and the diftinc- 
tion of private property were much greater here than atOtaheite. An 
old drunken man^ then thought to be a prieft, was refpefted as a perfon 
of rank ; but fome irhages, found in the houfc where the dead were 
interred# were evidently obje^ of contempt rather than of worlhip ; 
and no article of food was depoftted in thede places. Many of the 
people were obferved to have loft their little fingers. . Their mode of 
falutation is by touching their nofes together ; and, unlike the Ota- 
heiteans, they ufc an. expreffion of thankfulncfs for whatever they 
receive, always lifting it over their heads. They were then little ac- 
quainted with the value of iron, of which the only article found among 
them was an awl, made from a nail. This had been brought from a 
diftant ifland, where Captain Wallis had left it the articles which 
Tafman gave them having been expended, and forgotten fincc his 
\oyage : the tradition of his vifit had ncvertheleft been preferved, and 
even its period was afoertained by them. 

Captain Cook reviftted Tongataboo in company with Captain Clerkc 
in 1777 ; and anchored op the 1 6th of June in Maria bay, the acceft 
to which through the reef was found difHcult. They had fpent a 
■ confiderable time among the more northern iflands that arc fiibjcdt to 
Tongataboo ; and were accompanied from thence by Poul.ilio, whole- 
family name was foupd io bp Futtafaihe, by which title l)is brother, 
arid his foil then under twelve years old, were ufually called. Poulalio 
was fhort, and extreniely corpulent, about forty years old, and in his 
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j!far 9 ,of age, th& oiBce.<)f cpminaii^r 4a : ifre*- 

ijiacat duti^ of whk|i ap|»es«:cd to oC cri- 

nunais. His authority, it wgs laid, exteadqdrtp: tb^/Coad^ t>f the 
fovereigu himfclf. Both riie iather and iqa weit tbip and 
urage had al^ another ion, named Tooboueitoa ; and-aibrother named 
Toobou, much older than the chief of that, name belore mentioned. 
All theic peribns were highly nn'^crenced by their countrymen ; and 
they vied with each other in the profulion of entertainments which 
they provided for their Engliih guefts, to whom a houie was afligned 
at the we€cm' point of the creek leading ii^ the lagoon.- In the 
neighbourhood was obferved a curious caufevruy, built oi' coral Hone 
acroft a morai^ with a kind of circus in its centre, apparently of veiy 
ancient conihrutEtion. The country immediately around was unculti- 
va.tcd ; and the vaft concourie of people who, cajsu; cither to perform 
in the entertainments exhibited to the Engli^, or to be fpeftators of 
tbein, was productive of various inconvemences. Several , thefts were 
committed ; but no aCi of violence, except on^ a; goat that Captain 
Cook had intended to leave there. He 'presented a bull and cow, a 
horfe and mare, a ram and two ewes, wildir 4bfne goatsj, to Poulalio 
and Fenou, who were the peribns likefy.to ta^ of them. 

A couple of rabbits, which had been given > tp the latter, had already 
bred; and fome Otaheitean dogs, which had bcs^l^ in lyys with 
Attago, had multiplied. Some of the anirndstbavmg.previoully been 
liplen from Captain Cook, he had ventured, to put the king and ie- 
veral chiefs into conjSnement, till reilitutxon made. The natives 
adcmbled in arms to releaie them, but by . Boulaho’s order they dc- 
fdled; and the animals being brought back, and his nobles were 
fet at liberty, without any diminurion of thetK ,friend&i^^^ even in- 

teiTuption of their’ entertainments. At t^^ ck>i^ of tbele, ^muc o£Sr 
cers, wandering over the iflmd, wexp phmdopd bot^r the articles 
they had taken for trade, and of thek umas« Qji repeiyiog this Intel" 




SftSCOUHSE. 


li 


dtlidr dtidfs removed from 

b^ they' rotcmicd tipoh 
b ^ioteikte ^odtd be uied^ arid fbcy ctoifed the 


things bid Captain Cook ^cn vi- 

sited MoOi^^ a viUdge’iditie^ leagiie ^m the bay, upon the banks 
of the inlet/ vi4idte^th0 t^ie& have places of abode and elegant iplantao 
tions. llic bc^t and' ks ’ contents were left unguarded on the biaSfc, 
by the ^irc^tion of Poulaho, who engaged that nothing would' Ifc 
Itolcn. The {hips were found, upon their return, to have been like- 
wife exempt fronni deprc<ktion, through the vigilance and authority of 
Fenou : but a quarrel took place the following day between a working 
party and fbmte of the natives, three of whom were confined and flog- 
ged, and a fourth Ihot through the neck imth a ball by the centry. 
The poor man narrowly cfcaped death, and no meafirres were taken 
for revenge, either by the chiefs or the common people. The king 
dining on board ftemed ' highly pleafed with the pewter plates ; and 
being prefiaited With one, '{aid that he would fublbtutc it for the 
bowl which had before fuflained the offices of chief jufticc and vice- 
roy. At another dinner, which was given on (horc by Captain Cook, 
he invited, at Poulalio*S defire, Mongoula Klipa, the fiflier of Latod 
Libooloo. The king 'had been accuflomcd to abftain from eating in 
her brother’s prefence, without fhewing him any other mark of reve- 
rence: but to her he paid the faniC homage that he received from his 
own fubjc<5ls, embracing lier feet with his hands. 

Captain Cbok prblongisd' his flay till July 5, to obfer%'c an cclipfe of 
tbe fun ; and he Was delayed fevcral days later for want ol’ a favour- 
able wind to cany thO {hips but of the harbour by a channel that he 
liad difeovered to the eaftward^ Which was fiifcr than the northern 
paflage whereby thuy had entered the bay. During this time he re- 
vifited Mooa, and was pfefent at a curious ceremony called the natvhe. 
On the . 1 1th of July thty, with feme difficulty, cleared the reefs by’ 
which the harbour is fermiei^ and proceeded to Eooa. 

It is not known that any «ishcr navigator vifited Tongataboo before’ 
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the laftday of 1787, when'M. de la PefOiJife^|>|£EsS^^ 
withoiat anchoring. He IaM.;tov oi^ithe'^JU^et^ 
or.dight icanocs having approached Twithmii^enty 
ibi^S) the natives leaped out of them« and iWain^^ tocoa^ 

nuts in each hand, wliich they cxdiai^cid vtay hohef% hp hits of 
iron, nails, and fmall hatchets. .They 4oarf*aftcr Vent on, board- witli 
confidence and cheerfulnefs and a young Mnah, who afierted that hie 
was the fon of Fenou, received feveral preftints'’with cries of joy. He 
prelTcd them to landi and promifed abufultiii|i^ of proyifions, which 
their canoes were not capalde of Win^js^ off The idanders were 
noify, but had no appearance of ferocity, although they brought fome 
clubs in their boats. They had ail loft two joints of their little fingers; 
I^a Perome bore away, the evening of the feliowing day, feeing no 
profpcA of obtaining provilions without conlmg to an anchor;- 

Captain Edwards, in the Pandora, paid k vifit almofl equally tran- 
ficnt to this iiland in the latter end of Jwly in fcarch after the 

mutineers of the Bounty. He obtained pcoviilons> but could' get no 
water that was not brackiih. It .was underfeood that Fenou. had then 
lately died. ; ; 

MefTrs. D’Entrecailcaux and Huouj in the French floops La Re- 
cherche and L'Efperance, anchored at Ton^taboo-on the 3d of March 
1793, and were very hofpitably entertained* They Raid a week, but 
the detail of their vifit has not ttan:^iced. 

ISlo other European veiTcl is known to .have touched at this ifland; 
for the account given by the EuropeeuasMvho were ibiind here by the 
Duff, cannot be depended upon. It is not improbabfe that Tonga^- 
taboo might be vifited by the Spanifh navigators Malcipini and 
Bafeemente, who are laid to have difeovered in this neighbourhood a 
group of iflands, called the Babacos,; abodt the. fame time that the 
•French •{loops palTed by. . ■.•••^'i-vrt^ 'rin ;v- --m'.;. 

The inteicourfc of Euix^eans at Tongataboo having ^been fo much 
lefs frequent than at Otaheite, it ;iVaa. withiKcimewhat Icfs confidence 
that a million was attempted at the than at »the. latter; |dace. 
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llirows light upon Ibvcial cimaiiil9^^ u^ck^proceiling navigaF 
tors could not account; ^he ;hata;ile:.^f ^govnxhnusnt' of this i^and 

is not yct> -wholly developed. Oe^Ktain Cook was mitch at a lofi 
reipedling it, and had fuppo&d -JE'enon cto hr the ibVcreign, till he 
became acquainted with Poulaho. i When two peribn^ges inet; 
the miftake was immediately correidied ; bat: the dignity and poi^^ 
the commander in chief, udiich feem; hke the fQvcreignty, tabclhcfO 
ditary, arc fo great, tliat the apparent fuperiorky ci' one above ‘the 
other mull depend in a conlrdcrable (kgree :)u^ pcrfonal qualities 
of thofe who iill thefe llations. Poulaho bil^dgiidcad, his'lbn Futtafaihe 
fuccccdcd him' in the Ibvereignty ;< but he bciiig C ' vohqitiious maris 
the government is. chiefly conduced by Fenbu Too^houc^ the pT'efent 
commattder in chief,, who is laid to be a nephew of the 'former. ■ ; His 
liiperiority as a warrior and as a man > of bulineis, gives a preponderance 
to his authority. The influence of the royal family feems allb t6 
have been diminilhed by a civil war, -which Toogahoue had wnged 
with luccefs. The government here, as at Gtahcitcy is evidently in a 
great mcafurc arillocratical ; but the power of the chiefs Is more de- 
fpotic at Tongataboo, although cxercHcd with lefs outrage to private 
property. The officers of Hate here likewile maintain a kind , of 
neral juriididtion : while at Qtahcitc every thing feems to be decided 
either by lupcrior force, or by arHtrarion in the Icparatc dillri^; and 
eriininal punilhment is there unknown, except in the lelcidion of ob- 
noxious charaAcrs for occaiional lacrifices. The latter' leem to be of- 
fered at Tongataboo much Icfs frequently^ and only up6n funereal 6c- 
cafions. Infant murders are here unknown ; ‘as -well as infant' liicccf- 
lion, and the focicty of arreoes, which appear to be principal caufes of 
that horrid cullom in the Georgian iflaiids. The lalcmous pratiices 
which arc almoll univerfal |hcrc, leem to be uliially rcftri<ii:ed here to 
common proftitutes- of the lowed: clals. Polygamy is cftablilhed,* but 
adultery is punilhed with death. The neeeffity of cultivation, ^d the 
regard paid to private property, have rendered tliC people of Tongatabob 
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tdfewmurkably in habits of fh^&tbd or revenge. 

!l?hett niufcular gfcat ; 'akhough' hi’ iiitfe they 

»rc much * ^ccaded by the cM^ 'of Ota^ and of Ibmc other 
inlands. Intitpidity ax^ dexnkrty We ikiking features of their general 
charaeier; and theft’ Qualities n’atW^y' render thofc in&viduals who 
am the; itt^depavedV^cidiWf y 'mifehievous^ ^ 

I'ottgatabodv tKJnfidcred i^lf, is eVidctttiy dcfirable aS the feat of 
a miffibn I but its prihdpal importance anfes trbni the cxtchfivc and 
intimate'cbhnexi^’ that it has With other iflands. While moft of 


ihKde 'Which am* ditp^^ the Pacific Ocean arc independent of 

each'Otherv Tong^tabbb is the centre of goVernmCht to a iurpriring 
number/ ^ The natives named than one hundred and fifty of 
l^ft when Captain Obc& was laft tlierc ; but feveraj are uninhabited, 
many of them very fmall, and fortic were at that time independent of 
thdr government, and even hoftilc to it. Only fifteen of thefe arc 
fofty, and few" are fo large as Tpngataboo. Captain Cook explored 
more than fixty of the whole number, and other navigators have dif- 
covered many of the remaining iflands of this group. The direction 
in whieh^t chiefly extends being north and fbuth, renders the com- 
munication qich way practicable during the trade vyind ; and moft, 
if not all the iflands, are r^ulWly vHited by the fovcrcigh or the com- 
mander in^ chief. 


' It rcinains.«>givefortie account of other remarkable iflands, which 
have been difbovered in this neighbourhood ; and firft of fuch as are 
immediately fubjc A to Tongataboo. 

' The r^and of E5oa lies fouth-caft of Tongataboo, ftom whence it 
is .diftant nearly four leagues. * Its form approaches to an oval, with 
its longpft diameter from north to foUth. Its Caftern fide is placed by 
Captain Cook in 1 74 ® 40 ' weft longitud^Jf and its ibuthcm extremity 
in latitude 51 ® 29'. It is about ten leagues in circuit, and almoft ’as 
high as the Ille of Wight, being perceptible from a diftance of twelve 
leagues at fta. The fouth-caftem coaft rifts immediately from the 
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,iea with great inequalities ; bulj c^. thpoPi 9 rth-Tycft pwt arc vallc}^, 
meadows, and plains, x>f co!nfidi?f?i|>lc;^^t., Frca?a that quartet the 
ground aieends, gradually: tp th? pajt^. whi<fh . then jcontinues 

nearly level. . The foU <>n jldic ^ei^^. i»^chid|iy-j^^ foft 

fandy ftpnc, but in other parts, is^^ufus^yr a reddiflbt clay,, of a r^dat 
depth. A deep valley, which, is two himdr^d feet above ,t)?e -feveil of 
the iha., conhits almoft wholly c^ cpral irock, but is coycted-v^ 

The cultivated plantations chiefly , border upon, the ooai|s. TheriSlarc 
fprings of fine water in various parts of the ifland, but none of 'them 
arc conveniently acccflSblc to Ihippiug, The beft anchorage was found 
upon the -north- weft fide, m latitude i2 1 On a, gravelly bank 
extending two miles from the land, witl) depths fipna twenty to thirty 
fathom. Abreafl: of it is a, creek, which aflbrds convenient <iajidiiig 
for boats at all times of .the tide. . In its produce and inhabitants this 
ifland refembles Tongataboo, except that it is not the ufiial refidehee 
of any of the fuperior chiefs, althou^ fcvcral ,of them have property 
at Eooa. It has, notwithftanding, greatly the advantage of Tonga.- 
taboo, for plcafantncls of fituation, as well as ihr goodness of frefti 
water ; and apparently muft exceed it.in ialubiity. 

The ifland was difcovered by Tafm^n, who didnot land there nor 
docs it appear certain, that any navigator befidc Cook has been; upon 
it. He vifltcd Eooa .in 177;3, bclhic he came to Tengataboo; arid in 
1777 , after he left that place. At both times he met with the mofl 
cordial reception, although he. could not obtain the fame pmfufion of 
fupplies that laviflied upop ^he Engliib by the court of Tongata- 
b«o. A perfon named Taoofa, whQ.exercbed tlie principal authorit}', 
entertained them with a public fpet^acle of danemg,; boxing, wreft- 
llng, &c. which, though upon a fmafler f^e than at the Icat of go- 
vernment, collcdled together a concourfe of people, and Was produc- 
tive, as ufual, of fbme difbrderly conduff. The pea'ccablc and affec- 
tionate behaviour of the people, in general, was luch as to induce him 
to name thcic iflands, and the others which , he vifited in the fame 
group. The FriendItT Mands., To the anchorage at Eooa he gave 








gOplS^i' 



''#’ iltif a-- ' 
ISiigitude)' 

>V it fc&ixifales 

tii»jii^i£asie tif it$ii4«s exx^s ^ 
fill sllb dimiMlfecd by n Iwrge ftlt U- 

^m tiic refti Its 
yii feaa]^ Mfets^ faiid^i^ks and reefs* A harbour 

of the ildirnd, with an- 
^thb^botlcali coral &nd. It b well 
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boats through the r^-4ia»ft the ^thwaid a bank, free 

.^ 0 !^ iteciis,^^ bw«^*fivc depth, one or" two 

miles fmm.' flioiti fifteen or twenty 

ffli4v)ft*ids'4w^#iid^tb«ii«^ foiall 

and a, more cohfidffipabit "Caic td#ard die ’centre of the ifland. 

^4 fif«ilai> tn Taa^Ataboo kt fe^ and pioihi^abnsj but is lefs culti- 
vated, e^cnfia;pK^<^ion;toiits 4 w* it is however better lumilhed 
with water, ti^rc: being h pidf^ n e mile firom 

the ianding |dnCft on<die';noitli»‘'^®ft ' fide,' of "half a mile in citcuit* 
Th^^wateei 8 m ^tlclwadtilh,nbur^^^^^^ part anfw^d thepur- 
poljiss of nawgatorsrtheir vifits to l 3 iis ifland ^have^l^ more frequent 
than to tbofe;,idrcady mtot^ the difliKfcec from their 

ibipa bas re t^ dergd w^ hazardous' as weil as difllcnlt; 

Xsiiman anchomd here <m the .S^di of J^anuaiy 1643, and was 
treated very-kindly by tbe jwtives in and by a chief, whofe 

prcfence and authority probably rendered this vifit the more tranquil. 
Hc^gayeto.the ifland the name of Botterdam, having called the for-^ 
mer two Amfterdam and Middicbuig, Captain Gook firft arrived at' 
Anaraooka on the 20th of Jtinc 17^4 ih the Rcfdution, having loft 
the company of Captma Fumcau* in the Adventure* 
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tli^r to Tirngataboo ^the jwccedaig^^ yeast. He approached Ann- 

mooka from the ^uth**eaftward» st£tet having doubled the low iilaudt 
and fhoals lying in that dii;e<^iQiii to Ac Ifitittlde >of ; 25'. Thefts 
were more fircquently committed here than at the AuAemmoR illands 
of the group ; the charader of Ae women appeared edlb to be much 
more licentious, and Aat of the men more daring. No farther mif- 
chief Aan plunder was attempted, and this was fcverely puniihed by 
their European gueijbs. None of the principal people were prc(ent to rc- 
ftrain Ac unruly ; but ibmc of Ac natives dillinguifhed themielves by 
Ac goodne& of Acir condud, and' moil of Aem bAaved well, except 
when peculiar temptation inAinted Acir cupidity for Ac novelties of 
which Acir vifitors were poiTeiied, The cha:Ri^ment indided upon 
the offenders cffcdually improved their bchaviomr before Ac departure 
of the Aip, whiA took place on the 2Qth of June^ 

Captain Cook returned to Ais iHand in 1777> in company wiA 
Captain Clcrke; and anchored in the road cm Ac id of May. A 
perfon called Toobou then refidod as Atef, and airoAer, named Taipa, 
who alfb adA as principal odiccr in Poulaho’s family, became very 
ferviceablc. He -introduced to them Fenou, who rcfbrted hiAer from 
Tongataboo on being informed of Acir ariival. This great man pre- 
\ ailed upon Captain Cook to fail to Ac iilands called Hapae, in pre* 
fercnce to the former, which he meant to have immediately rCvifitcd. 
They accordingly proceeded to Hapac on the 14 A of the lame month, 
by which time the ..two. Alps* companies ieemed nearly to have drained 
Anamooka of proviiions ; but on returning early m June, the dock 
was found furpxifingly recruited. Thefts had been pradifed daring 
tlieir former ^y, in a private manner, even by fbme of the chiefs, 
till they were compelled to make reditution ; and on the return of 
tlie vellcls, when all the pqpplc of rank Were abfent, wry little order 
was Aierved. Poulaho and Fenou arrived ibem. afterward, and within 
three days accompanied Ae navigators .toward Tongataboo. 

Lieutenant Bligh, in Ae Bounty, anchored at Anamooka on the 
23d of April 1/89. The natives, who immediately ,came alon^-fklt 

i 



mi ffeEtIMmXRY discourse; " • 

with' and cncoamtrts in their canoes, did/not offer to come oa 
beaid till they had adeed permidiom The next day he was vifited 
:by<Taipa, who was tltcn old and lamci but retained the impredion of 
hb intcrcourfe with; the’ E^gHih twelve years before, in foch a degree 
that he perfectly underiiood their pronunciation of South-Sea words, 
which no other fherfon there was ahlc’,to do. He informed them that 
tlicir oU fnends were then living at Tongataboo, and he offered a 
large houfo for the ufe of the Englifti, fuppollng they would, as for- 
merly, have had a patty on fhore. Several things that were ffolcn 
were rellorcd by ids inducnct. Some more daring robberies being 
eonamitted, and the natives "crowding in large canoes from the neigh- 
houiing idands, Mr. Bligh thought it neceilary, oa the 2Gtth, when 
the flilp was under laU, to confine feveral of the chiefs, in order to re- 
cover what had been loff. This meaiiire producing no other cffcfl 
than extreme diftrefs in his prifoners, he difmiffed them with prefents, 
and departed. Pine-apples, which had been planted in the iflands vi- 
fited by Captain Cook, were found here at that time in a flourilhing 
ftate. ' 

Captain Edwards twice vifited Anamooka in 1791, having ap- 
pointed this ifland for a place of rendezvous with the fehooner that 
had attended him from Otaheite,' but afterward loft company of the 
Pandora. He firft anchored here on the 29th of June, and immedi- 
ately difpatchcd Lieutenant Hayward to inquire at the iflands of Ha- 
' pac and Fcje, after Fletcher Chriftian and his party, but without fuc- 
cefs, excepting in their traftic for provifions. The licentioufnefs of 
the women at Anamooka feems to have been greatly promoted by 
European profligacy during this vifit ; and inftances of ferocity were 
manifefted by the native' men, which had till then been unknown; 
cfpecially in one cafe, where Lieutenants Corner narrowly efcaped 
'i>eing murdered. They were, notwithflanding, very attentive to the 
inftru^ons; which the officers gave them on the cultivation of the 
exotic plants^ and tranfplantcd the pine-apples immediately on re- 
ceiving direftions. Ppulsdio and one eff the Toobous, who had met 
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Captain Edwards at Anamooka, failed ivith hmi early in July to the ' 
neighbouring iHand of Toofoa, whither they were going to colled tri- 
bute. On the 29th of that month he again anchored here, and being 
Itill difappointed of intelligence about the ichooner, departed the 3d 
of Auguft. * ’ 

No fubfequent vilit to this ifland has been made known. The de- 
tail already given is more than proportionate to the importance of the 
place. It is ranked by the natives among the fmallet iflaiKb of tlicir 
archipelago, which contains thirty-five larger than this. A difeafe of 
the leprous kind, which Icems to be common to all the iflands of this 
ocean, is faid to prevail more at Anamooka than in any other part of 
this group. The venereal dllcafe, which was certainly introduced 
here by the Englifh, has alfb probably made a dreadful progrefs, in 
conicqucncc of the unreflrained debauchery pradifed by its lafl vi- 
lltors, who are acknowledged to have been gready infedted when they 
arrived at this place from Otaheite. Wood bang an article procured 
here by all the fhips, it is ncceffary to mention the damage that has 
been incurred in cutting a tree, called faitanoo by the natives, which 
is a fpccies of pepper, and yields a milky juice that injures the eyes 
and fkin of the workmen. 

The iiland mentiemed above, ti>«imcd Toofoa, is fituated N. N. W. 
from Anamooka, at a diflancc of ten leagues ; it is obfcrvablc from 
thence by means of its height, and of a volcano at its fummit, 
which almoR confbmtly enii|bed fmokc, and fbmetimes threw up 
Hones. Its Ihores arc fteep, and covered with bl^k land. The rocks 
arc hollow, and in feme places of a columnar form; The mountain, 
except in fpots that appear to have been recently burned, is covered 
with verdure, lihrubs, and trees. The coaH is about live leagues in 
circuit. To the north-caft of thw ifland, afidbnly two miles diftant, 
is another of much left extent, but of thrice its height, which is called 
Kao ; it is a mountainous rock, of a cotiical fotm. Both thefc were 
difeovered by Xafman; and been feeu by cvciy fubfequent navi- 
gator of this group. Captain Cook paffed bctw’iecri them, aiid had no 
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of the inilafclfe&s^brbiii^ht ifildth a ftniil frip^ly,>nd retired peaceably 
in' thc'cvcnmg. The ikiit lay their number ^eatly intreafed. Some 
principal perfons alio came round the north iide of the iiland in ca* 
n^^'*ahd^'ai!^ng ikisah ‘^he of ihd chitfa ^bm Lieutenant Bligh had 
threatened to darxjTroil) Anbihobka; ui^h ah becafroh' which has aK 


ready hi^lb^tibned. ofrefed 'to' accompany him to Tonga- 

ite^o wken me '#|eath'a?‘ih^!d niod fome lymptorhs ap* 

pcaring^of a dcl^' to ofein- i|y fbre^ the articles that he could not 
aifFpr^ wittf thl;^ dete^ihed to depart that hVehirig, as 

they were, nbt^hciifi^^^^ to* retire^ ' previouffly. fold him Ibmc 

p? their weapofrs^ twiS they noisr liis'pa>plc to carry their pro- 

perty^ rptb the *^081: V hutf the^ woilld.^ot ftifler hirh to embarkV arid a 
conteitPnfucd) iu wlitch mo^ the KngHiH'were Hvouhded by ftbnes, 
a.itdpnc pf them was kfiffed; The' reft eftaped/and tPre away toward 
*^w ilotIand ; fr6m"'Ssrhetfci^ ^ey rcabhed 'the Eaft Indies in their 
boat/ enduring extretoe hatdihip, but ho farther lols of lives. 

This unhappy eVeht^^ft^fl^ the’ only mftance Of an European 
being killtja at any ifl^d Of'lliis ^oiip, nOtwitbftandfhg the feverity, 
j^nd even the “cruelty, -whiHh'bas^ fmquchtly been exercifed toward the 
native^ oh sbccbuht Sf the thefts committed by them. That their 
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a%gei;ne 6 to obtain ouf prQgcr^.,jU ^ endanger a fmall party 
lauding at any of .thfUefs civiiUz^^d/ii^id^ ^not only from 

Captain. Bligha cxp^ioe, ,b«t .people on 

board the fchooner winch Had Qtaheite. 

After parting company, as bcfc^c ro«j^j{|^e/i, camp 


natives ; but the latter attempted to l<uzQ.th& v^l'. " in ; 
were only nine peoplp. Thef©,, however,,, being.^piply provided with 
fire-arms, fuccefsfully refifted the s^^plt .of^ipjpa^c^ Vijpcripn / 
Few days could apparendy ^hayp ^^^pfpdl^tei^^ 

the Panaora arrived at Tpofqafy^thj ?pwl^p,pn, J^wd, ^ Lkute^t 

Hayward, who bad been there 

former aflailants. They, ^unn^^d. ^js ppt^cci*' and Jn^d” perl^pi’ mbre 
rcafon for doing fo th«i he hncw,.as at that time hercc^^ 
ligence of the fchooner. , , . , • ' ^ 

Hapae (fometimes pronounced Hahei) has h^n'*nen^oi)ei'M the 
place to which Captain Cook aepomp^d Fenoju. pd ifaipa W the 
defire of the former, from An^mooka in/1^77; It Is r^^oned .by the 
natives as one of the more extenfivc iflands of dieir group, but^it coh- 
fifts of four or more low iflets, .fix or leyen mdes each in length, 
which are joined together by a reef, . They arp not more tlmn two ot 
three miles broads That iflet which is. moft cultivated is calied llpL 
f 5 oga, or Lefooka ; and this alone exceeds -Anampoka in the humbw 
and extent of its pl^ations.. Atfts fouth-weftem end; is, an artificial 


mount fifty fpet in* diameter at the iiimmit, which is raifed to the 
height of forty feet above the reft of the ground; The Rcfolution and 
Difeovery anchored abreaft of the reef that connefts this illand with 
another to the north-eaft which is caUed’Foa^ in twenty- four fathorn, 
with a bottom of coral fand. A creek in the fliprc. of . Lefooga, thri 
quarters of a mile from, the fiups, aftbrded convenient . landing at all ? 
times. Proper meafiircs having been taken Ify Fenou and Taipa^ an . 
abundant* iupply ofprovifions was obt:ained> and public, diverfion&wera .- 
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ipljcndidljy exhibited; but thefe, chiefs ;^re lefs careful to prevent the 
theft of European articles. They left Captain Cook on the J?2d of the 
ian^c month, requefting him to .wcut till they returned from Vavou, 
which they reprcfei^tcd.to be two days 1^1 in their canoes to the northr 
ward of Hapac, Finding it difhcult to obtain fupplies in their ab- 
fence, he removed on the 26th, fouthward of Lefooga, and tcurchcd 
in vain for a channel between the low iflands. That which lies next 
to Lefooga, in this direftion, is called Hoolacva, and is deftitute of 
cultivation, being nfed only for hfhing and catching turtle ; but an. 
artificial mount, fimilar to that in Lefooga, was obferved upon it, 
Poulaho met the ihips before their departure, and accompanied them 
on the 2gth, in their pafTage among the fmall iflands and reefs, which 
obftriwft the navigation between Hapac and Anamooka. 

Fran.^^nt. Maurelle, a Spanifh difeoverer, was entangled in the 
fame navigation in March 178 }* after having been very hofpitably en- 
tertained at feme iflands immediately to the north ward bf Hapac. He 
found a paftage with a depth of five fathom, between the latter and 
the iflands to the weflward of it, which had been mifTed by Captain 
Cook. Meting with frefh obftacles among thole iflands which lie 
dlrci^tiy noirth of Anatnooka, he bon? away toward Kao and Toofoa. 
While amidft the iflands, he trafficked with the natives, who came 
off to the Ihip in their canoes. A perfbn who was faid to be the chief 
over forty-eight iflands, alfo came on board after fending prelcnts. He 
promifed the fame public diverfions and contributions with which 
the Bnglifh had been entertained,' to induce Maurelle to land. The 
moft fouthern point of .the ifland, where tins man is faid to ha\ c re- 
fided, is placed in the latitude of i 3<j'. The longitudes affigned by 
Maurelle are fey eral degrees ^ far to the weft ward. He did notfuf- 
pedf the iflands which iie named Galvez, Gran Montana, and San 
Chriftoyal,. to be tho& called b)' the natives Hapac, Kao, and Too- 
foa ; and he left Anamooka and Tongatab(x>,out of fight to the caft- 
ward, but law the twofbiall rocky iflands, Hoonga Tonga and H5onga 
JIapac, in lati^c 2,0° 82', arid named them Las Culebras. He dif- 
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covered a dangerous reef, extending two leagues, and leaving to the 
Southward a channel, three leagues wide, between the reef and thofe 
iflands. He alfo faw the high uninhabited fppt, difeovered and named 
Pylftaarts ifland by Tafman, in latitude 22® 2^', 175 ° 5q' wefi longi- 
tude. This he called La Sola. - 

An iHand, lying in the latitude of 17® 57', 175® 16' 54" weft lon- 
gitude, was the firft that Maurclle difeovered in approaching the 
Friendly Illands. He fell in with it 26th February 1781, and named 
itAMARGURA (Bitternefs), on account of his yeuere difappointment 
of obtaining rcfrclhmcnts from it, no landing-place being found even, 
for boats, and the iflaiid itielf having a fingular appearance of barren- 
nefs. Upon a confidcrablc mountain within it, not a tree was to be 
feen. In July 1701 Captain EM wards edafted the north-weft fide of 
this ifland, and obferved the appearance of a tolerable landing-place in 
that quarter. ^That part of the coaft was flat table land, without emi- 
nence or indentation, and from the edge of the furfacc fmokc iilucd. 
along its whole extent. He called it Gardners ifland. 

An ifland called by the natives Lattai, in. latitude 18® 4 ^* 20", 
174® 48' weft longitude, was difeovered by Maurclle the day after he 
had palTcd the former. It confifts chiefly of a vaft conical mountain, 
the fummit of which appeared to be burnt, but the lidcs were covered 
with trees ; and it is liirroundcd with a lower border which is very 
feitile, and affords frefli w ater. Many canoes came off, and the people 
in them, among whom was the chief of the ifland, behaved with much 
confidence and kindnefs, and fold cocoa-nuts and bananas to the Spa- 
niards. Captain Eidwards gave this place the name of Bickerton’s 
ifland. 

Maurclle proceeded toward fomc iflands fifteen leagues diftant, and 
lying caft* north-eaft from the preceding ; the appearance of which 
promifed better anchorage, as well as more abundant refrclhments. 
He was prevented by the v^nd from reaching them till the 4th of, 
March, w'hcn, after paffing between Ibmc fmaller elevated iflands on ■ 
the north-weft of the principal laud, he anchored in a creek, bordered : 
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with 'lidufcs and plantations, iln approwhihg this ftatinn, the (hip had 
ev^y day been furrotinded by htuncr&tis canocs» laden with all kinds 
of prbvhions, in exchange for which the iilanders wanted to have tools, 
but obtained only clothing, Maurelle having ftrangcly prohibited the 
ialc of iron. The natives were in general tall and robull. The chief, 
named Tobbou, 'to whom they paid the moil; profound refpedt, was 
advanced vin age, and very corpulent. He treated Maurelle with the 
iiimc profufe hofpitality that -Cook had experienced at the more fbu- 
thern iilands. Water was not, however, to be obtained fiifficiently 
nigh at hand, and that which oozed into a pit dug by tlie Spaniards 
proved too brackifh to be ufed. Maurelle therefore removed to a bay 
two leagues from the former, and in doing fo loft two anchors. Here 
the fhip was perfe<ftly ftieltercd, and good water w as obtained clofc to 
the Ihore. The Spaniards were entertained with the uftial public di- 
verlions, and being alwrays on their guard, the intercourfc on Ihorc 
was not interrupted by any ednteft; but the illandcrs who came on 
board ftolc every thing they could fcizc. They tore aw'ay the chain 
of the rudder ; and after another had been fubftituted, one of the na- 
tives was Ihot dead in attempting to take that alfo. Maurelle failed 
1 9 th March, through a channel to the fouth-weft, which, as w'cll as 
that by which he entered, was found to be perfedly commodious. He 
places his anchorage in latitude 1 8** 36'', and he called it El Refugio ^ 
or the Refuge. 

The largeft of tlieie iflands is nearly equal in extent to Tongatahoo, 
and confidcrably higher, although riot mount^nous. It is highly 
fertile, and well cultivated, producing the fame fruits and roots as 
clftwherc in thefc latitudes, arid abounding more w'ith the cloth-plant 
than any of the Friendly Iftands. Maurelle named this group after 
Don Martin dc Matorga, then viceroy of Mexico ; and gives no in- 
timation of tlic names ufed by the inhabitants. 

Peroule, who, in 1787» approached all the iilands laft deferibed, 
but had no intercourle with the natives, takes it for granted that 
they conftitutc the country called by Cook Vavaoo, but pronounced 
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iVavpu by the Friendly iflandcrs, and already Jpoken of as lying, at 
tJie diftance of two days fail from Hapac, „3ut this /pace, according 
to Captain Cook’s calculation, muft exceed .tvyo hundred miles, w hich 
is more than double the dillancc between Hapac and the idands of 
Mayorga. Captain Edwards alfo explored this cinder in July i;0U 
jnaming it Howe’s idands, and the anchorage Curtis's found.. The 
ftlip w'as vifitcd by two perfons, called Futtafaihe and J^'oebou. Cap^ 
tain BUgh, in the ProAidcncc, accompanied by Ciiptain Portlock, in 
the Afnilance, when returning with the bread-fruit from Otaheite, 
laid to cluring the night, 3d Auguft 1 7y2, oft* thefe iflands, and ob- 
tained provifions, but did not kind,. Two Ihips, which Maurcllc undcr- 
ftood to have been here prior to his voyage, might be thole of Cook 
and Clcrke, w hich the natives had probably feen at Hapac. By vvhat- 
ever name thclc illands ought to be diflinguifticd, they prefent a fa- 
vourable and a confidcrablc objcdl for the attention of our miftiona- 
rics. The longitude afligned to them by Captain Edwards is l/S*’ 
53' weft. 

NEooTABooTATBoa and KootaiiE arc /eparated by a cjiaimcl only 
three miles broad, in which is a fmall illand ; and arc fituated in la- 
titude 15" 55', 1 73" 48' weft longitude. The former is the more cx- 
tcnftve, and is reckoned among the larger of , the Friendly Blands., It 
is chiefly low, but has a coufiderable hill in its centre. It is . divided 
into two unequal parts by a channel, which, at the mouth, is three 
hundred yards wide. Kootalic is very lofty, of ft eqnical form, be- 
tween two and three miles in diameter, and lies north-eaft from tlic 
former. Both arc populous, fertile, imd poflefred of tlic farne animals 
and vegetables as the iflands before deferibed. They were dilcovcjcd 
by Schouten and Lcmiiire, loth May lOlO. Their (hip anchored on 
the north-weft fide of Kootahe, half a mile from the fhorc, in fandy 
ground, with twenty-five fathom ; but they lent a boat to the larger 
illand to fearch for a better ftation. The natives fwam around the 
fhip, and bartered cocoa-nuts in abundance for nails and beads ; bur 
they endeavoured to feize the boat, and tjne of them v» a? fliot betbre 

"h 



hvi XtlSCQtJBSS!. 

the/ from the attemp,t. The chief of Neciotabootaboo, who 

ha4, title of 1/atGo^ came on boar^; arid having invited thjc Dutch 
to i^at lifland, they were proceeding thither, when a thou/and of the 
natives fuddcnly attacked the Ihlp from their canoes, but were rcpulfed 
with much havoc by the cannon loaded with mufket-balls. Schouten 
departed on the 1 3th of the fame month. He gave the names of 
Traitors’ and Cocoa illands to thcic difeoveries, in conlequence of the 
reception he met with. Captain Wallis fell in with them 1 3th Au- 
guft 1 7 ^ 7 > and called them Kcppcl’s and Bofeawen’s iilands. His 
boat’s crew examined Neootabootaboo, and found a place for anchor- 
ing and landing, with frefh water, but inc*jnvcniently fituated. Cap- 
tain Wallis exchanged Ibmc nails for fowls, fruits, and one of their 
clubs, and proceeded the next day to the wxftwurd. The nails were 
in Ponlaho’s poffelTion at Tongataboo, when Cook was there with 
him. Peroulc frw Kootahe 20th December J787, and having the 
next day examined both the iflands, laid to on the following, in a 
fandy bay upon the weft coaft of the larger Jii ifion of Neootabootaboo. 
The natives brought off the fineft cocoa-nuts he hdd ever feen, w ith 
other vegetables, as well as ibme fowls and a hog : they difoovered 
no apprehenhon, and traded very freely. They rcfombled the more 
fouthern illanders in every thing, except that tlicir looks indicated a 
ferocity, like that which charaClcrizcs their northern neighbours. 
'I'he French did not foffer them to come on hoard, hut puniflied the 
rnoft trifling thefts witli feverlty ; having been recently cxafj)erated by 
the murder 'of Caj^tain dc L’Angle and eleven more perforis, at one 
of the Navigators’ iflands, which He to the northward of thefo. A 
rocky bank, two or three leagues north of Kootahe, was found in 
lOlfi, w ith fourteen fathom water upon it. 

An ifland w'as dil'covered by Schouten and Lemairc the day after 
they left the preceding, w'hich they reckoned to be tliirty Dutch 
leagues more to the weftward. They judged it to be nearly of circular 
form, and about two leagues from north to fouth ; but they exprefr 
fomc uncertainty as to its extent. It is hilly, and covered with ver- 
dure, abounding with cocoa-nut trees, and populous, A large village 
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laid cjloic to the Ihorc. They C 0 ,llcd it Hope iiland> from the profpeA 
it ai^rdcd thepa of obtaining refreihments. bf theie they were ncyer- 
thclefs difappointed, not being able to land for the liirf, which every ' 
■where broke upon the coaft. Sending a boat to found, they found 
from twenty to forty fathoms, two or three hundred yards from Ihore, 
with rocky bottom ; but there were no foundings a little furtlier out. 
The natives a.<5lcd as at Kootahe, and fevcral of them were killed for 
attempting to leize the boat. They brought off vegetables only. The 
Dutch proceeded the fame day to the weftward. 

Captain Edwards fell in with this illand 5th Auguib 1701> when he 
apparently meant to have vifited the former two, but was carried too 
much to leeward. He places it in latitude ]5°53', 175 ® 5 1' weft 
longitude. In the account of his voyage, it is Ipoken of as having 
confidcrablc extent, and the houfes as being of much larger conftme- 
tion than at the other iflands of this archipelago. He named it Proby’s 
ifland, but underftood that the natives called it Onoo-afou. 

This name, and the diflance of this illand from Hapac, accord with 
the defeription given to Cook, of the Va\ bu of the Friendly illandcrs; 
to whieii their term for an inhabited country, Wanoo, may have been 
prefixed by the natives, as it is to the names of fevcral iflands in this 
ocean. Comjiuting the extent of the ifland by it proportionate dif- 
tance from Kootahe, it muft be nine or ten Englifli miles in diameter, 
according to Lcmairc’s llatcmcnt. Poulalio alfcrted that it aflbrds as 
good anchorage as Tongataboo, and that it is larger, and has fevcral 
ftreams of frefli water. Vavou is in high eftimatiou among the Friendly 
iflanders ; and was, in 1 777, the rcfldcncc of Latoo-libooloo*s motlier 
and flUer. A fldcnm mourning was a ffb then celebrated at I'ongata- 
boo for a chief who had lately died at Vavou. 

Two more iflands were difeovered by Sclioutcn and Tveniaire. tlir 
fifth day after leav ing that lull deferibed. They deftroyed Ionic of tfic 
natives at their firll interview, but were afterward hoijiltably enter- 
tained by them, and procured every kind of relrolhnicnt in great 
ahundance. Thi'y were vilited by a pcrfljii bearing the title of Latuf*. 

k 2 
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aiicJ, by another flyled Aicdcee, who was therefore probably the fovc- 
rdgn all the Friendly Iflands. He was treated by the other natives 
wi^ the utmoft deference. They are reprefented like thole of the 
more fouthern iliands in raoft circumftances, except in being dellitute 
of clotliing, and the females being deformed, and peculiarly immodell. 
The iliands arc hilly, fertile, and populous. The extent of them is 
not deferibed. The Ihip anchored in a narrow roadftead, on the fou- 
thern lide of tlic principal illand, two or three hundred yards from a 
Hream of frelh water, in a depth of ten fathoms, with fandy bottom. 
Clofe on. the outlidc of the Ihip was a bank, dry at low water. They 
place tills anchorage in the latitude of l 56"' fouth. The iliands 
w'cre named Hoorn, after the Dutch port, where the velTel had been 
equipped ; and the road was called Concord, after the Ihip’s name. 

Jf the Hope illand of Schouten be Vavou, there leenis little room 
to doubt that Hoorn iliands arc the country called Hamoa by the 
Friendly illandcrs, who dclcribe it as being two days fail from Vavou, 
to the northward of w eft, and agreeing in other rcfpcdls with Schou- 
tcii’s Iloorn iliands. They do not appear to have been vilited by any 
other navigator, except w'c may conceive them to, be the two iliands 
where Maurcllc obtained refrellimcnts the 21 ft and 22d of April 
1/81 ; which, therefore, he named Confoktion Iliands. The figure 
and afpcdl of thole dcfcrlbcd by him, and by Schouten and Lcmairc, 
perfetUy accord. Maurcllc docs not give the latitude in his narrative. 
'I'hat upon his chart differs from Schouten’s by more than half a de- 
gree ; but an error of that amount is not unlikely to have occurred in 
Maurcllc’s reckoning. No other difeovery correljionds with his, any 
more than with Schouten’s iflands. 

Hamoa is reprefented by the natives of Tongataboo as the Jargeft 
illand of their archipelago ; and Poulaho, who had frequently refided 
upon it, faid that it furnilhed good water and abundant icfrcfhments, 
and afforded harbour for Ihips. 

Tbe precedii^ account includes all the iflands hitherto difeovered 
which have ufually been united under the fame government. Tiicrc 
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arc two more groups, containing coiihtrics'bf ^cater extent than any 
yet defcribed, With which the Frieiidly illanders arc known to have 
communication. To thefe, alfo, our miflionaries may therefore be 
able, through the Lord’s bleffing, to extend their labours from Ton- 
gataboo. 

Tlic very cbnfidcrablc clufter, of w'hich either the whole, or ibmc 
part, is called by the natives, FejE, lies within three days fail in a 
canoe from that ifland. The more northern part of this numerous 
group was difeovered by Tafman 0th February lO-iS. Thefe ifland?; 
and reefs arc evidently the fame that were explored by the Duff, and 
amidft which Ihe met with the greateft danger that attended her 
voyage. They were named by Tafnian Prince William’s Iflcs, and 
Heemfkirk’s Shoals. They reach northward to the latitude of 15‘’ 33'. 
Captain Bligh fell in with the cafternraoft of the Fcje iflands, in 1 78*^ 
weft longitude, the third day after his efcape from Toofoa in the 
Bounty's launch ; and he pafted through the midft of them in a north- 
"weftern courfe, which he could not have made in a ihip, there being 
only four feet depth of water on one of the reefs which he crofted. 
In this diredion, he found the group to extend four degrees weftward 
from the firft iflands ; and he faw fcveral that had from thirty to forty 
leagues of coaft, and appeared fertile, being plcaftngly variegated with 
hills and valleys. His dcfencclefs fttuation obliged him to avoid 
intcrcourle with the inhabitants. On his return from Otaheite in the 
Providence, 5th Auguft 1 702, he pafted to the north of the firft iflands 
he had difeovered in 17 S 9 » and coafted, upon the fouth ftde, fbn>e of 
thofc which had been difeovered by Tafman. After having crofted 
his former track, he doubled the fouthernmoft ifland of the group, 
id latitude 10° l5^ 178° ^<7^ long-tude, and proceeded, llth Auguft, 
on his VO) age, in a courfc to the northward of weft. He landed no 
where, and the 1 Handers in vain attempted to overtake the ftiip with 
their canoes, apparently with hoftile dcftgns. 

The moft weflern part of this group was difeovered by Captain 
Barber, in the fnovv Arthur, 26th April 1 7 o^, on his paflage from 




^ the worth^wi^ co 3 ^l of Arnica. He fi# of #0 
the iar^eft of which he pi?ice^ in Utijjwje J7° )17J5® 15' 

He anchored in hay on its weftern £de, aiid ioiae 
natives who came off ip a canoe were reludSajit .to come on board# and 
teemed to he un^cuftomed to trade. The next day a number of canoes 
, attacked the fliip# and two of the crew were wounded by them with 
arrows. The iiivagcs attempted to board# but were repulfed with tlu; 
ihip’s fwivels and fmall arms. The navigation on this, as on every 
other fide of the group, was found to be intricate and dangerous. 

It is uncertain whether thefe numerous and extenfive iflands are 


connected together under a diftind government, or whether they arc 
independent of each otlicr, or moftly tubjcdl to Tongataboo. It is 
certain that at leaft fomc of the principal iflands have been indepen- 
dent of it§ government, and occafionally hoftilc to it. They are alfb of 
a diftinA race, Ipeak a different language, and, befidc Ipcars and clubs, 
make ufe of bows and arrows in battle. In this they rclemblc moft of 
the iflandcrs M'ho inhabit the larger countries to the weftward ; and 
differ from all who have yet been dilcovered to the call ward of this 
group. Many of the latter have bows and arrows, but they ufc them, 
as we do, only in fjwrt: their millilc weapons in ^^ar being no other 
than Ipcars and ftoncs. The intcrcourfc of Feje with 'I'ongataboo docs 
not Iccm to have lafted many generations, but during the prefent cen- 
tury it has been frequent. The Friendly iflandcrs regarded the people 
of Fcjc as fuperior to thcmfclvcs, both in military prowefs, .nul in 
mechanical iiigeiiuity ; their weapons and clothing being wrought 
in a more malitcrly ftylc, and fomc manufadlurcs, cfpccially that of 
earthen vcffels, being carried on at Fcjc, which are not attempted 
at Tongataboo. There elfo were dogs at Fcjc when there were 
none at the Friendly Iflands, but they have been imported from 
thence fince the latter group became known to the EngUfh. The 
ffaturc of the Fejeans is fuperior, their complexions arc darker, and 
^their hair approaches to wool. They, moreover, retain the practice 
.of eating the bodies of enemies whom they have killed, which is now 
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abhorred by all of the lighter race, exciept the iphabitaots of Keilv' 
Zealand. ' ^ 

It is probable that the Fejeafts are of & &a(fe rapij tbit occfupics 
the moft cxtcnliv’c iflands in this oecan. Their prevailing ferocity 
renders the more vtrellem countries very dangerous of aedefs; but it 
may be hoped, that the fuperior civilization of Fcjc, and its interoourfe 
with Tongataboo, to which it appears that at leaft fomc part of this 
group has lately been fubjedled, may afford a favourable introdudion 
of our miffionarics among a nation of great extent, and in the utmoft 
need of evangelical inftru<Jlion, The only Europeans who are known 
to have landed at Fejc, are I^ieutenant Hayw*ard, and a man who at- 
tended him thither, in a large canoe hired at Anamooka, for the pur- 
pofe of fearching after Fletcher Chriftian. Their inquiry was fruitlels, 
but feems to have been conducted without danger. 

The other group which has intcrcouric with the Friendly Iflands, 
is that which was named by M. de Bougainville the Nwi gators’ 
Iflands. Thcfc are only ten in number, but fortie of them arc re- 
markable for their extent, fertility, and population. They are fituated 
between 169" and 1^2" 30 ' weft longitude, and' from latitude 13 ” 
2 y, to an uncertain extent foutlnvard. They arc all lofty, like the 
Society Ifland: , but arc neither furrounded with a low border, nor eri- 
clofed by reels. The caflernmoft iflands of the duller focm to have 
been flrfl: dilcovered by Rogge we,in and Bauman in 1722. Another, 
of fuperior magnitude, was added by Bougainville in 1 ; 'and the 

two wefternmofl: iflands, which are tljc n^oR conliderablc, were difeo- 
vered by Peroufc in 178 /. Each of the latter is more than forty miles 
in length. All thefe w^erc viflted by Captain Edwards in 17-91- Fe- 
roufe was informed of three more to the fouthward, named Sheka, 
Oflamo, and Oocru, w'hich he could not fall in wdth. The native' 
names affigned to the principal iflands by the two navigators, Peroule 
and Edwards, totally differ in every inRancc. PoLa and Oxr'W’jiEi 
are thole which they rcfpciRively give to the moR Avcllern illand of 
the group ; Otolava and Oiiatooa to the next confldefablc ifland; 
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Ma*qoka and OtutitEla, to that which Bougainville difcovcrcd ; 
Opoon andTooMANUA, to the eafternmoft idand. The name of 
TootooeJa, which is afligned by the people of Tongataboo to one of 
the larger illands known to them, agrees with the infoi'mation received 
by Captain Edwards. It is notwithftanding difficult to conceive, how 
Peroufc raiftook the name of the very ifland, where the aflaffination 
of the French navigators, already mentioned, w’as perpetrated in De- 
cember 1787. Some remains of their clothing were feen there by 
the Pandora’s people in July 179I. At Otewhei the latter met with 
a perfon related to Fenou, commander in chief of the Friendly Iflands. 
He had lately had a finger cut off on account of the illnefs which if- 
fiicd in the death of that chief. This circumftance demonftrates that 
fome intcrcourfe fublifts between thefe tw‘o groups. The inhabitants 
of both have the fame language, and the fame general cuftoms, that 
arc common to all the eaflem iflands of this ocean. The natives of 
the Navigators’ Iflands greatly exceed the Friendly iflanders in ftature 
and flrcngth, and arc marked by a ffirocity of afpe<Jl and manners un- 
known at Tongataboo. In fome particular cuftoms they appear alfb 
to differ confiderably. It is improbable that they fliould be fulgc<ft to 
Tongataboo ; but the acquaintance they have with its inhabitants 
may render this important group accefliblc with fafety to our brethren, 
in company wdtli fome of the Friendly Ifland chiefs, by whom they 
arc already highly efteemed. 


Ohlitahoo, and other Iflands of the Group called the Marqu^as* 

THIS group is known to extend from to loi® of latitude, and 
from 138 |® to l 40 i® of weft longitude. The inhabited iflands, which 
have been difeovered in it, arc eight in number. They rcfcmble the 
Navigators’ Iflands in their afpc<ft and their coafts. In moft, if not 
in all of them, there art bays or coves which afford harbour for fliip- 
ping ; but accefs to them is often made difficult by fudden fquails 
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of wind whicli break over the mountains and precipices. The natives 
exceed, ill general beauty, thole of the groups already dcfcrlbcd ; 
clpccially the females, v. ho are not disfigured by puiuSures, although 
th e men arc almofi: entirely covered with thofe marks. The women 
appear to be in greater and more general fubjc<5lion at the Marquefas 
than elfewherc. Both lexcs arc inferior in pcrfonal cleanlinefs to the 
natives of Otaheite and Tongataboo, having lets convenience for bath- 
ing. They ufe left clothing ; and the chieft are left diftinguifticd 
from their ful)je<51s, except by the profufion of ornaments with whicli 
they arc fometimes covered. The foil of thefc iflands, for the greater 
part, is not fo fcitile as in any of the preceding groups; but the inha- 
bitants are, probalily in confcqucnce of this deficiency, more a^livc 
and vigorous than thofe of Otaheite. The bread-fruit attains here to 
the highell pcrfe<!ilion ; but when it is out of foafon the w’aut of it is 
fevcrcly I’clt, at Icaft at Ohittahoo, where articles of food to be fubfti- 


tuted lor it arc fcarcc. The Marvjucfaiis rcfcmblc the Friendly iflanders 
in paying a greater deference to age than the Otaheiteans, and in being 
exempt from the pradlicc of infant murders, and other evils produced 
by the arrcoc focioty. 

OfiiTTAHOo, whicli was folc<.*fcd out of the group to be a mift 
fionary Ration becau/c it v/as heft known to Europeans, is much 
inferior in extent to Ibmc of the neighbouring ifiands, being only nine 
miles long from north to fouth, and about foven leagues in circuit. 
A narrow' ridge of lofty hills runs through its whole length, and Ls 
joined by t)thcr ridges, which gradually rife from the clilfs upon the 
coafts. They arc divided by deep, narrow, and fertile valleys, adorned 
with trees, and w’atcred by brooks and cafcadcs. On the wcllcrn tide 
arc fcvcral coves. That in which Europeans have ufually anchored, 
IS fituatcd under the higheft land in the country, in latitude if' 5.''/ oo", 
130 *^ S'' do'' w^eR longitude. It bears fouth ]."»"caR from the wcR 
end of a larger adjacent ifland, called Ohevahoa. Tlie jioints that 
form the luirbour (of w'hich that to the fouthward is the higiicR, are 
about a mile afundcr, and their dlRancc from tl^c head of the harbour 
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hot much lefs. The depth of the watef is from thirty-four to twelve 
fatliorhs, and the bottom clean land. Two fandy coves within the 
bay are feparated by a rocky point ; and each has a rivulet and habi- 
tations in it. That on the northern beach bears tlic fame name with 
the ifland ; the otlier, which is nearly concealed among the trees, is 
called Innamci. 

Alvaro Mendana dc Ncyra difeovered this ifland and the three which 
lie neared to it, in July 1505. He named them Las Marquesas dc 
de Mcndo<ja, in honour of Mendo(ja, Marquis of Canetc, then viceroy 
of Peru, who had difpatchcd Mendana from thence, with lour lliips, 
for the purpofe of occupying the idands of Solomon, w hicli had been 
di /covered by the fame navigator twenty-eight years before. Being 
very uncertain of the diftance of thofe illands from Peru, he was pro- 
ceedin’i in their latitude to fcareh for them, when he difeovered the 
fouthernmod ifland of the Marquefas. On the 25 th .Inly he fent a 
boat to examine Ohittahoo, which he called Santa Chridina, and 
having f.nind the harbour already deferibed, Jie named it Port ^Tadre 
dc Dios. Manriquez, w ho commanded the boat, landed, and marclu d 
\sirh twenty Ibldicrs, by beat of drum, round the northcni village ; 
but the inhabitants did not dir from their houfes till the party halted, 
and called to them ; when about three hundred men and wonieii 
peaceably advanced. At the requed t)f the Spaniards they brought 
fe\ eral kinds of fruit, and fomc w'ater contained in co(:oa-iiut fliells. 
Tiic women, upon invitation, fat down among the foldlers ; but the 
men w'cre ordered to keep at a didance, anti to fetch more water in 
lomc jars w hich had been brought in the boat. They feemed dif- 
poled to keep the jars; upon w'hicli Manrit|uez brutally bred amtjugd 
them, and broke off their communication for that time. On the 
28 th, Mendana brought his fquadron to anchor in the harbour; and 
mafs being peribrmed on fliorc, the natives filently attended to the 
ceremony. After taking formal poUedion of the country in the name 
of the King of Spain, he endeavoured to eftablini a friendly intcr- 
courfe with the people, and fbw'cd Indian corn iii their prcfencc. 
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When he returned on board, he left the command ol' tiic jv.trtv on 
fliore to Manriquez, and a quarrel again foon took place ; one ol' tlie 
foldicrs was wounded by a fpcar, and many of the natives w ere killed 
by the fire-arms, wdth which they were purliicd while retreating with 
their women and children to the woods. From thence they %ainl)’ 
attempted to annoy the invaders w'ith lances and ftt^nes, and after ibme 
days they made overtures of fubmilBon, and brought preieiits of fmit 
to the guards which had been placed at the principal avenues. A I'a- 
miliar intercourfc being renewed, fome of the iflandcrs and Spaniards 
formed particular friendfliips ; and a man who became intimate viith 
Mendana’s chaplain, went on board with him, diicovered great dt)ci- 
lity, and feemtal (liftrcfllal w hen tlicy departed. Having refitted one 
ol his vefl'cls, and erected lomc crolTes on the fliore, Mendana failed 
.'■;th July; but terminated Ifis voyage without accomplifliing its e»bictH, 
and died at an ifland which he difeovered 5r>‘* to the weftw^ard of 
Ohlttahoo. 

It does not appear that tlic Marquefas were again vifited l>y Earo- 
f)eans till I yy 1, when Ckiptain Cook went in fcarcli of tliefe ifiands, 
in order to afi'ertain their longitude. 7\fter meeting vvitli forric clanger, 
ill attempting to turn into the harbour of Madre. dc Dios, he ancliorcd 
there Olli April. Scieral canoes liad followed the fhip as flic j)afretl 
the fmall harbours on the fame coaft to the norllivNurd, and others 
came off ironi fliore as Ibon as flie was anchored. A hean of ftoncs 

A 

was jirovidcd in each canoe ; hut tiic iilanders finding tlu:ir i ifitors 
peaceable, bartered with them in an amicable manner. This inter- 
courfc was renewed more abundantly tlie following da}', but tlicy be- 
trayed the fame propenfity to theft which every w'herc prevails in tlic 
Pacific Ocean ; and one of them having feized and got off with u:x 
iron ftanchion, was haftily fliot through the head by an officer on 
■board the Rcfolutlon. Hete-hete, who was then in the ffiip, filed 
•tears at feeing this a6t of barbarity ; and Captain Cook took much 
pains to reftore the familiarity which had been interrupted by it. 
The iflanders allembled on lliorc, armed with fjiears and clubs, and 
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dycw up under fbrac rocks on the north fide of the harbour. Cook 
went to meet them with a part)? under arms ; and Hcte-hetc having 
cicplaincd to them the widics of the Enghfii, the natives appeared la- 
tisfied, and coudu<5led them to a brook, v^ here water w'as obtained for 
the fliip. A brilL trade for vegetables was carried on, and fume hogs 
w^crc purchafed. The prefcncc of Cook was. however, found ncccf- 
fary to.prefcr^'e the confidence of the natives, who a<5tcd ])recife]y as 
if the condLKJi; of tlic Spaniards, alrnofl two centuries before, had been 
frclh in their remembrance. The women had been rcmo\ ed from 
this harbour, but fcveral were met with at one to the Itmthward of 
it, who difeovered no relu<5lancc to the licentious familiarities of the 
fail ors. Hctc-hcte was fbon able to converfe fluently with the natives, 
wliofc dialed differs from that of Otaheite ehlcflv in not admitting: 
the found of r, and in having, like the Friendly iflaiuicrs, tlic hanl con- 
fbnants unknown at the other group. They paid great attention to 
the information wdiich he gave them of cufloms in which his country- 
men diflered from them, and cfpecially of the mode of producing fire 
by the fridion of dry wood. 

A chief, named Honoo, and diffinguiflicd by the title of Heka-ac, 
came with many attendants to the landing-place, and exchanged pre- 
fents with Captain Cook ; but could not be periuaded to accompany 
him on board. He was decorated with a great Vviricty of orna- 
ments, and wore a cloak, while the reft of the men had only the 
maro round their loins. His looks and manner indicated i-' ach 
good-nature and intelligence. The fupplics of provifions feemed to 
incrcafc in . onfequcnce of his ^int, and no farther conteft occurred;, 
fome thefts, wliicli were committed, being fuftcred by Captain Cook 
to pafs unnotieed, as his flay was dcfigncd to be lliort. He failed on 
the 1 1th April. 

A French navigator, named Le Marchand, vifitcd the Marquefas 
about the year bevcral veflcls, chiefly American, engaged in 

the fur trade, have alfb liticc touched lierc for provilioiis ; and the 
commander of one of them, named Roberts, built a fmail veffd at 
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Port Madre de Dios, with which he proceeded to the north-weft" 
coaft of America. It is. reported that the people of Ohittahoo had 
perfevered in the prudent mcafurc of keeping their women at a dif- 
tance from European vifitors ; and that, at this feafon, U conteft was 
excited Oil the account, in which tlic rcfpcihible chief, Honoo, w^as 
killed iy his brutal guefts. This circumftancc, which there is but too 
much reafon to belie vc, may account for tlic very different condu(ft 
obferved relative to the females of Ohittahoo, in fubfo(jucnt vifits at 
this place. 


The Daedalus ftorcfliip touched ;it this idand on her w-ay from 
England to join C-iptiln Vanci>i:vcr, and anchored in Port Madre do 
DiOb, 12 l?d March 1701’, in t\vcnt\-four fathom. Not bcina; fuffi- 
cicntly Ihcltcrcci Irom the i;md wind, her cable parted early the next 
morning; and while dn\ ing out of tiie ha) , the thin was found to 
be (jii 1 jr<\ In cxtinguilbiiug ir, ir.a.ij pieces of rotten bedding w'crc 
thrown overboard, and the mitivcs crowded round the fliip to pick 
them up. Wlu ji the Dicdaius regained her ifalion, and liad been 
aiichorcil clufer in fliorc, it oh/m ed that the buoy of the anchor 
from winch they luid been driven, IjcuI been purloined; but a piece of 
wood having been Iclt by die natives in its ffc.'id, tied to die buoy- 
rope, direCttd them to recover the anchor. Eicntenant llcrgeil, who 
iiiilcd as agent in the Daedalus, went in the altcmoou to the place foi 


obtaining irelh water, wlilcli wais at the dlftancc 


of a mile from the 


fliip ; and finding the furf violent, he landed with only h>ur men, in 
order to fill two water calks. The liuckeb? uled for this purpofc wen; 
fdon ilolen by the iflandcrs, who crowded round, without any perlbn 
of authority to reftrain them. They even fnalchcd Mr. liergeit's 
fowling-piece out of his hand ; and there being but one muftet left 
among the party, it was judged better to make good their retreat with 
tills, than to employ it vindid;ivcly. On retiring to the long-boat, 
they found that fume of the natives had, by diving, cut avv:.iy the grap- 
nel, with which it had been fccurcd. When they regained the boa.t, 
they row'ed clofc to the fliore, and fired a volley of mufhetoo^s and 
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fmall arms over the hcad.s of the crowd. All immediately fled to the 
woods, except one man, who flood his ground, and threw Hones at 
the boat’s crew. This bravado was fuflered tt) pafs unpunifhed, but 
four cannon (hot \’vere fired from the fliip> ^over the fouthern village, 
which was not above a quarter of a mile diftaut. This happily pro- 
duced no woiic eflcrt than to terrify the natives, who fled in cvcr\ 
diretTum to the mountains : and about fun-let one ol them fwam oft 
witii a given hough wrapped in white cloth, which he threw' into the 
fliip. Having thus dil’chargcd his embafiy of peace, he immediately 
returned on flvore. 

The next day, Mr. llcrgeft repairing to tlie w'atcrlng-placc with an 
armed }iarty, was clicerfully aftifted by the illandcrs to fill and roll the 
cullvs, with winch they alii) fwam to the boats, and were fnitabl\ re- 
warded for their labour. 'I'hey could not ftiJI be refl rained from pil- 
fering on board, and a theodolite belonging to Mr. Ciooch, an allro- 
uomcr, w^as carried e.tf, but leafonaley recovered. 

A chief named Too-ou, >vho had vifited tlic w hen flic firft an- 
cliored, returned on the 2-lth with a jircftiit oi provifions ; and two 
others, feme days afterward, brouglit tlic grapnel which had been cut 
from the boat. They promifed alfo to procure the fowling-piece, hut 
came on board when tlic fliip w'as ready to fail, witlioiit fulfilling their 
engagement. Mr. Hergeft having well rewarded them for tlu ir for- 
mer trouble, and being eonfident tliat tliey ccudd have recovereil his 
gun, informed one of them that he (bould carry him aw ay if was 
no^pecdily rcltored ; and accordingly jdaced a e< ntincl over Iiiin in 
the cabin. The reft of the natives fled in alarm ; but the fiiwJiiig- 
piece W'as obtained in half an hour. The prii'oner w as then libera teil, 
greatly to his joy ; and pre feats w<rrc made to him, and to another 
principal perfbn who had brought the gun lioard. 

The crowd ol iflanders having incommoded the fliip’s company in 
their biifiiicfs, the colours were hoilled, to fignity that they muft not 
come on board. The men fubmitted to this prohibition; but many 

of tlic w'omcu pcrfillcd in fw imming to the fliip, till mulkcts were 

/ 
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repeatedly fired over their heads, to deter them. Thefts were frequent 
and daring, and the clucfs feemed to want either authority or Inclina- 
tion to reprels them. One man, who had made off from the (hip 
with a bucket, was Khot unintentionally through the calf of his leg, 
but no f)thcr clamasre w'as occafioned. 

A good lupply of vegetables was obtained ; but few hogs could be 
purcliafcd, and thofe at a rate unuiually dear in the South- Sea 
illiinds. The harbour was accurately furveyed before the Ihip failed, 
but the ikctch given by Captain Cook was found to be fufiiciently 
correct. 

The Prince William Henry left Otaheitc on tlic 2gth March, the 
tame day tluit the Daedalus fiiiled from Ohittahoo. She made a direct 
nortli-call pafTage to this ifiand, v\^hich is therefore demonftrated to be 
pra<^ticable, although not known to have been pcrforiTu^d by any other 
\ clTeL Her ttay was ^ cr}■ tranfient, and her voyage from Britain to 
tljc S:;ndwic]i iOands was fo rapid as to be accompliftied in four 
months. 

Ca])lain Brown, in the Buttervvorth, accompanied by two fmallcr 
plicate vefiVL', .'inchored in Port Madre dc Dicis lit June and 

itaid ':)iily two drivs, to take in freih water. 

The degree in which the manners of the people at Oliittahoo Iiad 
been cornjptcd, fublecjucnt to Cook’s voyage, was not known when 
the Duif left England ; and tire difiippointment, occafioned by this 
cliangc, appears to ha\c produced the only inftance that occurred 
among our miifionarics, of Ihrinkiug from the Avork in which they 
were engaged. If the iblitary condition of a very promifing young 
man, who had the fortitude to remain fingly on his poft, fiioukl tend 
to delay tlic progreis of the gorpcl at tJie Marquefas, it is hoped that 
this deficiency will fi)on be amply fupplied. Obftaclcs, that are to be 
apprehended IVom long-eftabliilied cuftoms in the other groups, arc 
here apparently not liable to oppolb the truth ; and we trufi: that a 
foundation has already been laid, on which others may build with great 
advantage. 
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To the northward of this iflaiid, and feparated by a channel hardly 
above a league in breadth, is Ohevaiioa, w^hich extends lix leagues 
north-caftward, and has a circuit of fifteen or fixteen* leagues. It 
is more fierp and craggy, cfpccially toward the caftern point, than 
Ohittahoo ; but its deep valleys, and the fidcs of the liills, are, liSSfe 
tliofc of tlic former ifland, clothed with trees and verdure. Mendana, 
who difeovered it on the I^ord’s day, named it on that account La 
Dominica. He failed along the fbuthem coaft, as Cook did after- 
W'ard, without difeovering any harbour. This deficiency has pre- 
vented any farther knowledge of the interior country. It appeared in 
a much more advantageous light to the former navigator than it did 
to the latter. I'lie natives have always attended at Port Madre dc 
Dios, w hen European vcficls have lain there ; and they rcfemblc the 
inhabitants of that place, with whom they in:sintain friendly intcr- 
courfe. 


OxATEYA, which was named San Pedro by Mendana, lies about five 
leagues caftward of Ohittahoo, and as much to the j'outh of Ohevahoa. 
It. is about three leagues in circuit, moderately high, and pretty level ; 
W'itl) extcnfivc woods, and plealant plains. 

The moft fouthern ifland of the groujv, ten leagues diftaiit fror,* 
Onate}a, was the fiiit that Mendana difeovered ; and he named it I.a 
Magdclana, in alluflon to the liomilh feilival on whicli lie fell in 
witli it, July 21 , 1595. He coufted the fouthern fliore tlic following 
day, and four hundred of the natives came ofi', fomc in canoes, ibmc 
floating and fwimming, to the fliips. They otfered cocoa-inits, and 
other fruits, to the Spaniards, and invited them to land. Forty of 
the iflanders, w ith little pcrfuafion, went on board Mcnclana’s vclTcl, 
and were prefented with clothing ; but they attempted to ftcal alniofl: 
every thing they faw', which fljoii protluccd a conteft. One of the 
Spaniards was wounded by them with a ftonc, and they fuflered fc- 
vcrely from tlie fire-arms. J'hc fijuadron continuing under fiiil, they 


lent after it a canoe, with Symbols of pcuc'c and friendflilp. 


ifland was judged to be fix leagues in circuit, and appeared populous 
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•ad fertile. C^ain Cook, who ^few it idler IcBving OhittBl»o, 
reckoned it to be nearly in laititude lo^ 25 ^ 138 ^ weft lon^tude. 
Captain Brown, in the Butterworth, 27th May 1 7Q2, difeovered a. 
rode, refcmbliiig a ftiip, north-cailwaid firom the fonth-caft point of 
Bhis iOand, at the dlftanoc of five leagues. He did not anchor, but 
laid to off the fbuthem coaft till the 3 i ft, and procured cocoa«nuts, 
plantains, and bread-fruit, fi>r nails, firom the canoes which came 
alongfide, and by his boats feom the inhabitants on ftiore. One of his 
people fjxmt a night upon the iiland, and fwam off the nert morning* 
The natives are underftood to call this iiland OhittatSa. 

The only addition to the difeoveries of Metidana, which was made 
by Captain Cook’s vifit to the Marquefas, is an inland called by the 
inhabitants Teboo A, and by Cook, Hood’s iiland. It is fit?jaicd in: 
the latitude of 9® 20', and at the diftance of five leagues from the 
eafternmoft point of Ohevahon, nearly in the dire^on of N. N. W* 
It has a bluff appearance, and is of ixfferior extent to moft others off 


the group. 

The ftiips, which, at a later period, have proceeded to the north- 
ward, after taking refreihments at Ohiti^hoo, have made much more 
in'.portant difeoveries in this duller. It is laid that Captain Lc 
Marchand, in 1 789, was the fitft who few fevera! iilands at no great 
diftauce to the north- weft of which had fo long before been; 
difeovered. An American named Ingraham next obferved them, and 
fuppofed them to have beendll then unknown, but did not land upon 
them. The only infermation. relpc^ing thefe iftands, that has hi- 
therto been puhliftied, was obtaificd during the voyage of the Daedalus 
ftorefhip, in which they were jwivticularly explored. The pofitions of 
the newly-difcovcrcd iflands having been very mcorrcdly laid down 
by our countrymen wlio preceded Captain Willbn, we refer to his ac- 
count and chart for their fituations, forms, and extent ; limiting our 
pefent notice to the circumftances which appear in the vifits that 
were previoully made to thefe iflands. 


The feuthemmoft of the new Mt fquefes, Ho 0 a poa, was .called 
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iniaA's ifland l)y Licutehaht Hcrgdl, ■ who ciamthed it 5 IfF 
i 1792 , In its centre arc iWOTbok^ cihinehccs height. 


and of fin^lar figure, with feVcral imaUbf speaks adjacent: Near the 
feuth-caftern point of the coaft is a rock' tefcmbling a church with a 
^irc. Several fmallbS^js arc formed in the 'fouthern fide, the heft 6 ? 
which is terminated by the fouth-Wefterri point of the ifiand. It was 
named Friendly bay, from the condudt of the inhabitants, of whtmi 
more tlian a hundred peaceably fuiroimdcd the Ihip with their canoes, 
and bartered fruits for beads and other trifles. They feemed to be 
very numerous oh fhorc, and the eaftern and fouthern fides of the 
iOahid t'p Ijc very fertile. The natives cxadlly rcfcmblcd in appearance 
ihofe of the preceding iflcs. 

T)ue north from J^cncc, and eight Icaghcs diflrant, is Nooaheva, 
called by Mr. hlcigcft. Sir Hcrity Martinis ifland, which is the moft 
confiderable of the whole group, both for extent and fertility. The 
fbuth-caftbm cape, w'hich he named Poirit Martin, forms, with the 
edafe to the weftward of it, a deep bay, well fheltered, and bordered 
by fandy beaches. At the head of the bay was obferved, cither a 
deep cove, or the mouth of a confiderable feream. T<vo leagues far- 
ther weftward is a fine harbbur, with a fandy bottom, fhoaling from 
twcnty-fdur fethohis to feven, within a quarter of a mile of the fhorc. 
A ftream of exccllcht water runs into it, and it is well fheltered from 
all winds. A beautiful plain extends for a mile and a half from the 
beach. The country is populous, and well cultivated. The jjeoplc 
“ appeared to be lighter thaii thoic of Ohittahoo, and varied confidcraHy 
Ifeom them in other refpe6ts. Mote than one thoufand five hundred 
" were aflchiblcd ori the Chores of this harbbur, which was named Port 
Abria 'Maria. They received foihc pcbplc Vho landed from the Dae- 
dalus very hofpitably, and fent of all kinds of provifinns to the fixip. 
^he wfcftcrn fide’ of the ifland was lefs populotis. 

Captain Brown, in the Butterworth, landed' at Nooaheva 3d June 
1 j^Q2, about tV^o months after the Daedaltts had been there ; and ex- 
iUninCd the nbrth-wdfteth port of the ifland^ upon which fide likeWife 



vciy go»d liMbours ,iiyerc,^p,uiid» natives alfo behaved friendly 
and reipciStfnlly, bi;U;,J)!emg fbrang^jrs .tp were carnejib 

to fee whether th^jr iku> /wa^ of the fame -polour under their clothing 
as in their faces. Some peculiar ceremonies feem to p^'ail here : a 
wonian, who, ^ tine requeiit of one.of the.Engliih, brought him feme 
firefh water to drink, would not deliver it to him till ffie had pro- 
nounced a long oration. 

Early in February 1703, the, .Daedalus rcvjfitcd this ifland on her 
way from the north-weft epaft of America to New South Wales, and 
anchored in Port Anna. Maria. A friciidly intercourfe wras renewed, 
but it was fuddcnly broken off by a quarrel between one of thcfailors 
and an illandcr who had come on board. The latter having ftruck the 
Englilhraan, was lliot by him after having leaped overboard. Upon 
this, a great nurnber of war canpes were, aflcmbled, and the ihip was 
attacked with ftones. Eicutenant Hanfbn, who had liiccceded Mr. 
Hergeft in the Daedallt^s, was obliged to quit the harbour, after re- 
maining there two nights, and proceeded to obtain needtul rcfrcfli- 
ments at Otalieite. 

Eaftward from Nooaheva, at the diftance of fix or Ibven leagues, 
is RooAiiooGA, which was called by, Eieutciuint Hergeft Riou’s 
ifland. It is high and craggy, elpccially at the weft end, but appears 
more fertile than the fouthern iflands of the group. At thU end is a 
fliclf of rocks, extending about a quarter of a mile from the ihore, 
which was named after Captain, New cf the Dasdalus. This part pf 
the ifland is deftitutc of any harbour for fliipping, but on the fouthern 
coaft there arc appearances, of convenient anchorage in two bays. 
Above one hundred natives affpmbled in canoes round the Daedalus 
upon her .firft approach, to the coaft, and bartered tlicb proyiflons in a 
very friendly manner, 

It is probable that, this group extends farther, both to the north- 
weft and Ibuth-eaft, than has yet been explored. , Four uninhabited' 
iflands arc all that have been dilcovcred beflde thpfe already deferibed.. 
Q£ tlieie,. two, which are very fmail, are iituated weft by north, tronx 
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Nooahevft^ ten or twelve leagues diflai3^,^thc other two farther off td 
ill 7® 53' ifeuth latit^c. The largeft of thqfc latter 
« long and two broat Upon iite nor^-weftem fide is a 

■baj^V aiSbrding good anchora^^ fjcfe ai^ cocoa-nuts. That fide 

^ the ifland has in general a fei^e appearance, but the caftern epafi: 
is barren. The fmdlcr ifl^d lies near the other toward the north- 
:caft, and fomfc rocky iflets are between them. Both the iflands are 
high, and, thdt^h not inhabited, are occafionally vifited. They were 
called JSo&rr/f f ifles, and thfe two fmall ones before mentioned were 
named after Lieutenant 

Mendiaha un’derftood from the natives of Ohittahoo, that they 
fexmditnes vifited, in a holBle manner, a country toward the fouth, 
tlic inhabitants of whicdi were black, and ufed bows and arrows in 
battle. Froih Captain Wilfbn’s particular inquiry on this fubjedt, it 
appears, that if they had at that time any kiiowledgc of fuch a people, 
it has fince been wholly loft, ft is more probable that the Spaniards 
miftippfehended what was laid; that nation of the South-Sea 
iftanders w^hich correlponds to this defeription, is not known to extend 
farther caftward than Feje, which is two thoufand four hundred miles 
from the Marquefas. 


THE account that has been given of the numerous iftands con- 
:Ae6ted with ’thoie already occupied as. mifiit^ary ftations, iufficcs *to 
illuftratc the extent to which, under the bldiing of our l^rd, the 
gofpel may probably be diftufed, from the three central places to which 
it has been introduced. Were it polfible here to infert fimilar accounts 
■of all the countries which arc fituated between thefe groups and the 
coaftts of Afia and New South Waies^ the apparent importance of our 
efforts would be enhanced beyond what can be conceived from the 
Ipccimen that is now furnilhed. It rnuit not, however, be omitted, 
diat people of the lame race with the natives of the groups we hahr 
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dcfcribcd, arc diijerfbd ov^ the' i(Vwds, wliicji - 

lie north of the cq^uator« arid exteoa from^^^ *9 I J- 5 th de- 

gree of call loiigitude ; and thc^ have peached from the latter group, 
or frorh Ibmc intermediate places not ^ct dil^ycrcd, to, the. Sandwich, 
iflands, which arc fituated bctw«n 155® and l6o® w'cft longitude, 
and 19® arid 22® north latitude. Croffing the eqtiator, probablj from 
the more eaftern of the Caroline idands, they have Iprcad over the , 
clufters of yvhich we have given an accourtt, and from the Friendly 
iflands have reached the large country of l^evot Zealand, between 31® 
and 48® fouth latitude, and 1 06® and J eb® caft longitude ; while from 
Otaheite, or fomc of the iflands 'fouth -eafl; pf it, they have made a 
furpriflng ftretch to the folitary fpot called in 27^ fouth, 

latitude, and 110® well lohgitudc. The langu|ige.and cu-ftpms of this 
widely feattered nation have been traced to the coafts of the great. 
Aflatic iflands, Luzon and Borneo, and irom thence to the pcninflila . 
of Malacca, the Anrea Cherfonefusj beyond which . the, geographical . 
knowledge of the ancients can hardly be la^d . to^^yp extended. The. 

lis race icem to thole 


rquefl. Thelc they 


aftonifliing migratioAs of this 
of the northern Europeans, from defigns 
carried into effed: on the coafts of the grand'* tie archipelago, 
driving the black natives of thole Axryjcxtejid&vc iflands to the interior 
mountains which they lliH occupy as a dillindl and independent people. 
But tlic migrations of tlie fairer race from the . iflands to the 

Carolines, and farther caftward, haye4tlmoll to a qeit^inty been occa-’ 
fioncd by ftrCfs of weather, which drove their canoes fl^in ifland t© 
ifland, and from one group to a.nQther, that, had noj;. pcfbre been 
peopled. Frequent incidents of. this nature have been ulccartained, 
and Ibmc of them have been Ipecificd in our account ot^tho iflands 
.connedted with Otaheite. The population of iflauds fo, widely Icat- 
terrid, cannot, for the greater part, Itc othcr>vife explained, either upon • 
flic ground of cftabfiflicd or upon that of probable conje<ihirc*. 

The original inhabitants of tlu; great Aflatic ifluuds lecm,.likf.v\ile, 
bffdtc the}' were driven back from their (calls, to lia^c made I'rrv 







x:oiiiKiferabl«'4tti%^ nbt to <iiftanC'es fo Yciilote as thofc 

iUpplantcrs havie been‘ di^orifed’i ' The darkci^'race has 
'ifpfcad;i»vdr the vaft fconntfies of Nevo 'Holland and New Gw/V/^i/j, with 
:t the Adjacent iflands oi Noix) Br-if am, N^ Ireland , and Louj/tcide, as. 
bwell as thoic of Solomonj Satitd 'Gru«*‘i New Caledonta, the cliicf part 
-ipf the Nffid H&hHdrs, and* the group called Fcje. Like the natives of 
; Africav^^s^dtn in perfon they generally rcfemble, they arc divided into 
vnunietous - tribes,- an airfc diftinguifticd by various languages ; jiet 
‘ there is a* Ibiking 'fanicnefs in the 'Cuftoms even of thoie moft ie- 
rniotsdiy feporated ; 'and* they all diifer oflcntially from the nation that 
■^dtchp'^ khc^ ttuiincrbuS^ratdlei'iflarids'Of thit^(^ean. ' The former arc 
^u^allyimofc fayage, ahd of inferior jftature ; but fotne of their tribes 
may, in thefe telpedbj be compared, or cv6n preferred^ to the Icaft 
civilized /colonies' of their rivals;*'- 'A New Zealander can boaft little or 
■ no ^vantage over his neighbour of Nevr Caledonia ; and a Sandw^ich 
iilander mufi appareatty yield the fpalm to an inhabitant of Feje. The 
fuperior hofpitalil^jjpf the Otaheitcans, the Friendly illanders, and the 

endeavours to promote their beft intcrefts ; 
ation, and of thofe groups, has, through tlic 
.blefli,ng,pf Gf{d, J^n^^i^d.by the trial which we have been enabled 

'' ‘All'tditf’^iflahds' Of thisTOfecam pre^ frefh ground for miffionary 
labour,; ci^cepting,,^^^^ the Ladroncs, and a few of the 

, CaroUnes^ : to .which the -£ipaniards bad gained prior accefs ; Japan, 
once hlted ’Witii converts to poptiy, but now without the lhadow of 
chrifliatiity i ' and the northern Kwtle idiinds, which arc ftatedly vifited. 
by a tluffian clergymoA. from Kanitfcbatka. That peninfula contains 
the only glimmering ray of chriftianity that enlightens the AJiatic 
co(^ of the Pacific Ocean, with the fi>lc exception of the lioman Ca- 



* The groups named by Mendana the liles of Solomon and Santa Cruz, are the (ame that, in. 
page 2f)2, of the following narrative, are called Egmont Ifland, &c. and New Georgia 
thofe names ‘having been given to thetn- by Captain Carteret and Lieutenant Shortland, whO' 
imagined they were xiew dilboveries. 
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tholics iccrctcd in the .Chinejfc empire, l^hc coaft of North America, 
from Behring’s llraits to California,. \s involve^ in jcnprc than Egyptian 
darknefs. Upon the laft-mcntioncd peninfuJa Spain has fevcral mif- 
fionary ftations, where benevolent and» laborious efforts are made, at 
lead: to civilize the mifcrable inhabitants, From thence to’ the illaud 
of Chiloc, in South America, it is to be feared that the Spai^ilh: con'^ 
quells, have led the natives rather to deteft the. name of chrillianity 
than to comprehend its nature. Ciofling tliis immenlfc ocean to Nrw 
South Wales, at a diftance of 1 3.5 degrees of longitude, we find the 
golpcl preached with purity and zeal to a herd of our. own country* 
men, wdiofc vices reduce them below the - moll ..abjeft dafs of the 
heathen world around. May the dodtine ef the crols triumph there 
oyer the unparalleled obftacles it has to ffumount; and maydt adyance 
from Ihore to Ihorc, till it covers the hemilphcre tliat is wadied by 
the Pacific Ocean ! Let him who reads lay, “ Amen, Lord Jeius ! 
**;Thy kingdom ’’come I Thy will be done in earth, as it is in 
“ heaven I” ■ . r 


P. S. On the general chart that deferibes Captain Wilfon's track, thofe obuntries of the 
Pacific Ocean, which lie within, or foathward of the tropics, are comprehended uader'the ge> 
ncral name of AvsTRatiA, after the example of fordgn geographers. As the^r appear to be 
divided between two diilinft; races of inhabitants, one of which almoil wholly poflefles the 
more exteniive countries iituated in the fouth-weftem part of the ocean, fheie are diftinguiihed 
from the reft by the title of the Greattr Auftralia.{ Uie nainerous finall iflands inhabited by the 
fairer race being included un^er that of Ltffer Auftralia. To the .whole groqp, bf^w^hich a- part 
was difcQvered by Cook, and called by him the Friendly Illes, the title of t/niieft Ar^hiftlogf is 
afhgned upon the chart. The propriety of thele innovations is fubmitted to the judgment of 
fuch among our readers as are accuftomed to get^raphical rdearthes. ' ' 




LETTER OF INSTRUCTIONS 

TO 

CAPTAIN WILSON, 

FROM 

THE DIRECTORS. 


Aug, . 5 , 1706 - 

T he conftant protedion witJi which it has pleafed the Divine 
Being to favour the concerns of the Miihonary Society, renders 
it incumbent on us, before we enter on the immediate fubjed: of our 
addrefs to you, to make a humble and undiffembled acknowledgment 
of the gratitude which is due to Him, and to rccognife with thank- 
fulncfs the frequent and manifeft intcrpolitions of his hand in favour 
of this inflitution. 

Among many other occurrences which have appeared to us of a 
nature peculiarly providential, and which we have confidered as the 
proofs of the condefeending care with which it has pleafed the great 
Head of the church to regard this undertaking, there has been none 
that eacited more thankfulncls to his name, or occalioned more uni- 
verfal fatisfadion among ourfclves, than the circumftance of your 
having been inclined to confecratc yourfclf to the iervice of God on this 
intcretting occalion. We truft tliat the fame Being, from whom the 
difpofition has proceeded, will impart the grace which is requidte to 
accomplifli the arduous fendee, and infpirc the wifdom which is 
needful for the execution of its important duties, 

Conneded with us in the diredion of the affairs of the Society, 
you arc fully apprilcd of the nature and delign of tlic expedition you 
have undertaken to condud. . 
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You arc aware that it is not only in its nature lingular, and almoR 
without a precedent, but that it is alfo one of the molt honourable 
and moR important Icrviccs W'hich can be confided to a human being. 
The attention of the Chriflian w'orld is \’cry generally excited to the 
objed, and devout interceffions are continually afeending like incenfe 
to hcaA eii for its fuccefs. Should it be favoured with the blcHing of 
God, it may be the dired means of imparting divine light and eternal 
life to great multitudes of immortal being’^, and may form an a;ra of 
diltii5guifhcd importance in the hiflory of human redemption. In this 
view of the intcrefting nature of the bulincl's we are engaged in, it is 
with peculiar fatisfadion and lincere afiedion, that we, the Diredors 
oi the inftitutibn, not only inveft you w ith the command of the llaip. 
and WMth full and complete authority for the management of its con- 
cerns in relation to the voyage ; but Jillii commit to your care and 
f;ij;*t rintendencc, during the lame period, the more important charge 
of the miflion ilfolf, and cfpccially of thole faithful brethren wdio ac- 
company you therein. Dear to our Saviour, in whofe name tlicv g<» 
forth, thefc apoftolic men w ill have a ftrong intereft in your ati'cciions 
allb. Having forfaken their friends and their country for tlic love of 
Chrilt, and with the defirc of fpreading the honours of his name 
among the heathen, they will leek in your kind attention an equiva- 
lent for the endearing connexions they have relinquifhcd ; and you 
will be delirous of extending towards them tlie wife liqjcrintendcncc 
of a parent, and the affedionate fympathy of a brother. You will 
cheer the Ipirit that is liable to droop under the prclTurc of its anxieties, 
or adminillci’ the word of admonition to the dilciplc that is in danger 
of erring. You will be among them the centre of union, to reconcil« 
their divilions, and confirm their love : the univerfal friend, in whole 
bolbm they will depofit their diverfified cares. 

As it is needful that you lliould be furniflied with iwllrudions, 
both with relped to the voyage itfclf, and alfo with relation to the 
cftabliOiment of the million, it is our duty to defirc, that after having 
received your cargo on board, an invoice whereof you will be furnilhed 
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'wii.b, find the niiffionarics who arc to accompany yo\i, ^vllo^e 
names and occupations yon will have an account of, yon will picafe to 
proceed v/ith all polliblc dhpatch to Portfinouth, in order to join the 
Kail India convoy now Iviniz; there, to which vou arc to attach yonj> 
felt, and to nfe every exertion in your power to keep company with 
it, as far as its courle and yours are defigned to coincide. 

In cafe the convoy Ihould flop at I'cncritfc, you will procure four 
pipes of tlic bell wine in hogflicads, for which you will apply to the 
houfc: of Mefl*. Paifley and Little, and rcimbiirfc them lor the amount 
by your draft on the treafurer to the inlHtution. You will cjidi'.avour 
to procure from thence two or three bunches of dried grapes of the beft 
kind, in order that the feeds may be planted when you arrive at the 
place of your dertination ; alf ) a few peeks, or even quarts, of the beft 
Iced wheat, together with the feeds of fucli tropical fruits as you may 
think it would be adv*antagcous to take with you. You will allb en- 
deavour to procure one ram fheep and two ewes, to be preferved for 
the purpofe of breeding ; alfo a male and female afs, for the fame 
purpoft. You will alfo at this place probably have an opportunity of 
giving your Ihip’s company and the pallbngcrs ftveral meals of frefli 
meat and vegetables; which, as it wdll promote their health and com- 
fort, WT are well pcrfiiadcd will not efcape your attention. On taking 
your departure from Teneriffe, we wilh you to confidcr the port of 
Rio dc Janeiro on the coaft of Brazil as your next objci5l. At that 
place you will be able to lay in a ftock of fugar very cheap, for the 
ule of the fhip’s company and millionarics on the voyage, as well as 
for the latter after they arc put on Ihorc ; as alfo tobacco, chocolate, 
cochineal-plant, and many other vegetable produblions ufcful for c;>u- 
fumption and cultivation at tlic Icttlcmcnt. Here you will rdf) t ni- 
fjracc the opportunity to procure a ftj})ply of frclh meat, .'uid otiicr dc- 
iirablc articles, for the rcl'rcllimciit of the Oup’s company, at a rea- 
Ibnablc rate. 

From this port we wiilr you to proceed by the wav id' ('ape Horn 
.to the illand of Otaheite, there to put in e.xcciitiort fi e directions 
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which' will be hereafter fuggefted, fo far as they jnay oppear to you 
eligible bn your arrival. In the mean time, we think it material to 
provide aguinfl the pnjbability of your meeting with a foul wind in 
your attcrnjjt to double Cape Horn ; in which cafe, after having made 
the firfl attempt as clofc in with the land as you think confiflent with 
the f'di ty of the fhip, we recommend you to ftiuul to the fouthward 
to the diflance of at leafl four or five degrees j when, if you flill find 
the wind hl'.vwing fleadily againfl; you, rather than lofc much time in 
attempting to beat againfl it, we advife you to bear up and run for 
the Cape of Good Hope, where yon will findthofe rcfreflimcnts which 
by that time you will fland in need of. 

On 5 our arrival in the South Seas, the deflincd fccnc of your bene- 
volent exertions, the immediate profpedt ol’ the important icrvicc be- 
fore you will imprefs your mind with peculiar ^vcight, and you will 
be anxious to fulfil, to the utmoft of )-our power, tlie engagement 
you have undertaken. You will then recoiled, that the fphcrc of 
your '..divlty is widely extended, and includes a confidcrablc number 
of ditlercnt iflands remotely fituated • from each other; yon will he 
reminded of the rcfblution of the general meeting, which was thui 
expreffed : 

** That a million be undertaken to Otaheite, the Friendly Ifland.s, 

the Marquefas, the Sandwich, and the Pclcw lllands, in a fhip ho- 
** longing to the Society, to be commanded by Captain Wilfon, as far 
“ as may be pradicable and expedient.” 

This refolution embraces a plan of great extent and importance, and 
proceeds from the laudable and benevolent defire of introducing the 
knowledge of Chrifl into as many different iflands as poflible ; you 
will therefore coufidcr this refolution as the rule of your condueff, and 
keep it in your remembrance in all your proceedings. It is not to be 
departed from, wlthcmt folid and important rcafbns ; for, as the gofpcl 
of Chrifl is a blefling beyond the power of calculation to eftimate, the 
dcfirablnefs of fending it to as many illands as poflible is in proportion 
to its incflimablc value. We do not mean, however, to encourage 



INSTltUCTlONS TO CAPTAIN WILSON. 


xciii 

you to adopt a fyftem of miHiionafy entcrprifc beyond the boundaries 
of difcrctlon ; we do not urge you to depart fmm the prlnc'^dcs of 
prudence and cimtion, which fo important an occalion rcquircii; nor 
by attempting to introduce the advantages of Chrillianlty in many 
jdaccs, lo to divide your numbers as to weaken your efforts too much 
in each, and endanger your fuccefs in all. The refolution is not in- 
tended to prevent a wile and difcrcet circumfpc^lion. It is indeed de- 
firable to introduce tlic gt)fpei into feveral iflands ; but it is nccciUirv, 
if poflildc, to cftablifli it in one ; for if you concentrate your exertions, 
and gain a folid cllablirnmcnt in one place, it may become the germ 
of other miilionary efforts, and be a liicrcd leaven which may gradually 
Ijncad its beneficial influence through numerous and dillant illands of 
the South Seas. Thus you will perceive, that although the refolution 
by which you arc to endeavour to regulate your operations is of great 
extent, and highly clcflrable to be accompliflicd, yet that it is limited by 
the confiderations of pradlicability and expedience j and of thefe you 
will of neceflity be the bell qualified to judge. 

The queflion rcj]>c<5iing the practicability of vifiting fo many dillant 
ilJands mult be decided by circumftances which it is impol'fiblc for us 
to anticipate; and c^cn to you, when in the South Seas, a million 
may appear to be pradicable, 'which you may neverthelefs not think 
it expedient t'o attempt. For inllance, the Pelcw iflands arc the laft 
which, in the order of your voyage, you will have occalion to vifit. 
The charadler of tlie nati\es furnilhes a ftrong inducement to cftablilh 
a million among tlicm, and the attcinj)t may alfi:> appear to be prac- 
ticable ; but would you think it expedient to take a few miffionarics 
from the illands at a great dlllance to windward, at ah uncertainty of 
the recej)tion which a miilionary plan might meet with in the former? 
Sup])ore that, by a new chief having arifen w'ith lefs favourable dif- 
pofitions than the father of L#cc Boo, or through any other caule, you 
fliould be prevented from leaving our brethren there, with perfe(!:t la- 
tisfatd-ion to yourlclf and them, what would be the cffe<3; ? You could 
not admit of the w aftc of time and expenditure of money^ which it 
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would arc^quiTc to convey them to the iflands-wherc your other raiffiom 
may have been, cftablilhedj dycn if your return thither againfl: tlw 
trade 'wind was pradSlicablc ; and you would probably have no (alterna- 
tive but that of bringing them with you to their native land. The 
iamc rcafoning may apply with rcfpe<fl to the Sandwich iflands. It 
is extremely dclirable that the blcfiings of the Chriilian religion 
fhould be extended to thofe populous regions ; but the indubitable ac- 
counts which we have lately received of the a(5lual ftate of thofe iflands, 
do not permit us to recommend the cftablifhmcnt of a million among 
them at prefent. A variety of other confidcratioiis will occur to your 
mind when you arc to decide on what is practicable and expedient. If 
you look over the inventor)' of the difierent articles which make up 
}{oiir cargo, fupplied by the liberality of our friends, or furnillied from 
the funds of the inftitution, you will probably conclude tliat they arc 
much more adapted for the co-operation of a number of individuals in 
one or tw’o focicties> than for a diftribution among more. When you 
confider the qualifications of the miflionaries, you will pcrha]>s be 
inclined to think, that remaining in one or two bodies, they may form 
models .of* civilized fociety, fmall indeed, but tolerably complete. 
There are fome among them who are adapted to be ufeful by the im- 
proved Hate oT their njinds, and their fitnefs for taking the lead in re- 
ligious fcrviccs; there are others who are neceflary on account of the 
Ikilfulnefs of their hands, and their knowledge of the ufeful arts : 
thus tlicre would be among them that mutual dependence and ufe- 
lulncfs which is the cement of the ibcial order. It you fhould fepa- 
rate them into fcveral parties for various miflions, it w^ould occur to 
you that this order and connexion would be very much broken ; and 
as every miflion fhould contain within itfelf a competent fund both of 
divine and human knowledge, you might perhaps find it impradicable 
to arrange our miflionaries into fcveral parties, and yet prcfcr\x among 
them thefe indifpenfable rcquihtcs. Among our brethren who accom- 
|>any you, we truft you will find fbmc who poflefs a confidcrablc ac- 
quaintance with the do^rincs of Chriflianity in their foundation and 
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mutual dependence, and are qualificd for the ddcncc and confirmation 
of the gofpcl; but others of them. have not perhaps a view of the 
iUbjedt fufficicntly accurate and enlarged to fit them# for the office of 
teachers. They underftand indeed the doctrines of grace in the moft 
precious fenfc, by experimental conviidlion ; and having a general idea 
of them, may be very uleful to the heathen by means of their con ver- 
fatioh as well as their exemplary lives. But in every miffion, how^- 
cver fmall, it is clTcntiiil that there ihould be ibme wdiole minds have 
acquiied a maturity in divine things, and w'lio arc feribes well in- 
ftmdtcd in the kingdom of heaven. This it might be difficult for 
you to accomplilb, on the plan of citabliftiing a number of dificrent. 
fcttlemcnts. 

If from thefe reafons, or others which may arife in your mind 
when you arc amidft the fccne of action, you judge that the Cciufc of 
Chrift among the heathen will be belt promoted by the cllabliiliment 
of fewer millions, wx fhall receive great fatisfadion in finding that 
you are able to vifit more iflands, with a view to tlic introduction of 
the goi'pcl among them at a future period. By means of Ibmc of the 
Europeans now probably redding at Otaheite, who may be difpolcd to 
accompany you, your acccls to the underftandings of the ifianders will 
be facilitated ; you will cafily communicate to them the beneficial 
plan you arc projecting in their favour ; and you may alcertain how 
far a million to any of them mv^y be advifiiblc. This mode of proce- 
dure is highly dcfirable, as it may throw a confidcrable light upon our 
future path, and afiitl our judgment refpecting the dcfign5? ol' Provi- 
dence toward thefe iflunds. It is the more to be recommended, on 
accimnt of the great degree of probability there is of our revifiting 
them, icon after the fale return of our vefi'el I'rom her prefeut expedi- 
tion ; as it is evident, that, with the alliltanec of a freight homew^ard, 
the navifnition to thofe fcas’mciy be hereafter undertaken at little com- 
par.itivc expeufe, and thus opportunities be aft’o/ded of frequent intcr- 
courle wiih them. Submitting tdiefe conli derations to your attention, 
we now think it nceciliiry to oficr you a few more obfervations, derived 
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from th« bcft information wc can obtain, and the beft judgment we 
can at prefent form on the fubjcil : you will adhere to them or not, 
as you may find it expedient wlien you arrive. 

It is well known that Otaheite is the ifland on which the general 
expectation has been fixed, as the place where our firft miffion is to 
be attempted ; and w'C have no reafon to alter the opinion wc at firll 
entertained of the eligibility of this fpot : but as our objecl is to in- 
troduce the gofpcl of Chrifl among the heathen, all partialities or pre- 
dilcClions to particular, places muft be made fubfervient to that end. 
Wc conceive you will vifit that ifland before any other, and you will 
doubtlel^ have an early inteview with jthc chiefs. It mufl: be left to 
your own diferetion how fiir you will then unfold to them the occalion 
of 3'our voyage. You will alfo probably foon be vifited by fomc Eu- 
ropeans, and will moft likely find .mean* to conciliate their confidence, 
without committing yourfelf to them any further than you may deem 
prudent. All yoia: diferiraination may be requifite to fix on thofc 
among them who arc bcft fuited to become your inftruments; from 
them you will learn the prefent ftate of this ifland, and perhaps of 
thofc adjacent, as to produce, population, difpofition of the natives, 
and political relations. You will however be on your guard againft 
mifreprefentation, and by comparing diftcrent reports find out the 
truth. You will alfo guard againft treachery and fiirprifc. You will 
be cautious whom you admit on board ; efpecially you will not allow 
the females, except the wives of the chiefs, and only a few at a time. 
Neither w'ould it he prudent to permit too many of the Englifh, if 
remaining at Otalicitc, to be on board at once. You will take an early 
opportunity of vifiting the finallcr peninfula, as it has been reprefented 
by feme voyagers to be the moft fertile, well cultivated, and abounding 
with cotton and fugar-canc. Let the fhip run down to the at^acent 
ifland of Eimeo, examine the harbours of Taloo and Avoitai, convesfe 
with the chiefs, learn the prefent ftate of tliat ifland, and the difpo- 
fition of the inhabitanss toward a fettlcment of fome of our brethren 
^mong them. 
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. Aftef you have afceztained to your fatisfa<EIion the kind of treatment 
whioh the miffionaries are likely to experience at Otahcitc, you will 
be more capable of judging how to improve the remainder of your 
voyage, than we are at prcfent. To affift you in the diredion of your 
farther attempts, we recommend to your attentive perufal the papers 
which have been committed to you, containing a defeription and hil- 
torical account of the iflands that are conjicdcd wdth Otaheitc, or in- 
cluded in the groups called the Friendly Illands and the. Manjuefas. 
You will compare them on the grounds of immediate advantage and 
#hture prolpeds. To this fubjed belongs the coniidcration of tlic 
fafety of our women,* probability of introducing our impfoi?l;m( nts, 
fupply of provifions, the produds of th.,* iflands in riigar, cotton, Ihn- 
dal-wood, &c. We are thus particular in fuggefting thefc obferva- 
tions to you, bccaufe you are much better qualified than we can exped 
any of the mifiionarics to be, to decide on the molt eligible fpots for 
our fettlcment ; and it is a circumllance of fo much importance as to 
claim your utmoft attention. You will doubtlcfs on this fiibjed hold 
very frequent communications with the miffionarics, and efpccially 
with the committee, {taring to them the grounds on which you may 
prefer one fpot to another : as it would be peculiarly dcfirable to ob- 
tain, if poffible, a perfed unanimity of the wdiole body as to the place 
of fettlement; and the objedions of thofc who may happen to think 
differently from yourfelf, or from the majority of their brethren, Ibould 
be attentively heard and maturely confidcred. It is, however, very 
difificult for fb many perfons pcrfedly to coincide on any fubjed ; and 
we therefore place the power of decifion in a majority of the commit- 
tee, provided that you, the prefident, form one of that majority. As 
we conclude- that you polfels a luperior judgment on this lul^c<51 to 
any of them, it appears to us to be a regulation highly conducive to 
their good, that no fettlcment {hould be made without your approba- 
tion. For the fake of relieving you from fomc part of the refponfibi- 
lity, we lodge in the fame committee, and fubjed to the fame rule, 
the pow'cr of deciding whether thc’ C lhall be more millions than one 
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eftiibUihedV 4«id Where the fubfeqaent ones Chall be attempted.^ To 
this ccmimittec belongs alfo, tinder the fame reftridion, the ccmtrol 
over the articles, implements, and uteniils, which make up the cargo 
of the fliip ; and they, with your concurrence, are to decide, when, 
where, and in what proportions, thbfc articles are to be landed. In 
cafe, however, of fcveral millions being attempted, for the fake of il:ri<5k 
and impartial juftice we appoint, that two of the committee fliall be 
taken from thofc who remain at the firll: fcttlcmcnt, and two others 
from thole who are intended to be detached to any other : youiielt^ 
being the prclldcnt, and perfedtly difintcrefted, will have the power of 
adminil|pring juifticc toward botli. It is however intended, that a 
quantity of articles, fuitablc for prelentf to the chiefs of iAands which 
you may’vifit in your way to Canton, fliould remain on board, and 
you mull have the power of deciding what articles, and what quantity 
of each, lhall be referved for that purpofe. 

To a number of ferious Chriilians, who arc, on all occalions, fecking 
divine dirciSlion, it will no doubt occur, that the determination of any 
queftion rcfpc<5liiig attempts to extend the goljicl is of fuch tranfccn- 
dent importance, as to require the moft foiemn invocation of Him 
who hcarcth prayer, for the interpofition of his wifdom to guide you 
in judgment. An unanimity, or nearly fo, of the w hole body, on 
qucftions fo intcrefting, and which ai'C to be decided after a Iblemn 
fcalbn of devotion appointed for that Ipecial occalion, w'ould afford 
confiderable fatisfadion to our minds', as a favourable intimation of the 
divine fuperintendcnce. 

In negotiating with the chiefs, you w'^ill explain to them the advan- 
tages which will arife to them from our refidence among them ; that 
it may be the happy cffc<5l of their earneft dciire, and not of our Ibli- 
citation. As an inducement to us to prefer their iiland, they mull give 
us a full title to the land wc may have occalion for, guarantee to us the 
fafety of our property from plunder, the ..enjoyment of our laws and 
cuftoms, and the undifturbed exercife of our religion. Inftead of ex- 
citing the jcalouly of the chiefs by any importunity on our parts to. 
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oontinuc with them, it would be more prudent to flicw a readineft to 
leave tlic illand, and fix upon fbme other, that it may be underftood 
by them, that our inducements to \ifit them have not been to receive 
advantages, but to confer them. On this principle, as well as for 
other rcafons, we recommend that the land fhould not be purchased, 
but required, as the condition of our remaining with them ; and that 
the preients we make fliould not be confidered as payments, but as 
gratuities, the cxpreflions and pledges of our good will. If you fhould 
determine to make a fettleracut at fcveral ifl^nds, you and the com- 
mittee will decide what number, and which individuals, fhould rchde 
at each. If this Ihould be the occabon of difputes which cannot 
amicably tcrniinatc, we recommen4 your appealing to the decifion of 
Divine Providence by a folcinn and religious ufe of the ancient inlli- 
tution of drawing lots. 

We have now finifhed the inftrudiions which appeared to us needful 
to communicate w’ith refpe<^l to the miffion. The changes whieli may 
have taken place in the ftate of tlie iflonds fince the laft accounts, 
may make it uccefTary for you to depart from the advice which we 
have now oft’ered, and relbrt to expedients more congruous to the cir- 
cumilanccs before you, and better fitted to lecure the great olycil. 

On your arrival at Canton, you will addrefs }'ouiielf to the fadfory 
of the India Company, and in all rcfpe<5ls conform to the conditions 
of the charter, a copy of which you will take with y<>u. You will in 
particular obferve the nccclTity of your being there by the month of 
December, or at iatefl in the month of January that you may 

receive your cargo on board, and fill for Kuropc in the curly part of 
the fpring. Thus we Ihall cherifli the hope of your fafe return itioii 
after the fucceeding midliimmer. In th<i mean time you will doubt- 
iefs embrace whatever fipportunitJes occur of writing to us either ft’om 
Rio dc .laneiro, or by the fhip wdiich fails from Canton ; and let 
your dil'patches be addrefled to Mr. Jofeph Hardcaftle, of London. 

We have now only to commend you to the aiJ-fudicient care and 
protection of Him who holds the wiivds in his hft, and the waUrs in the 
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hollow of hk hand. The throne of mercy will be addrclTed with un- 
ccafing fuppUcations in behalf of your fafety, and the fuccefs of your 
emba^. . You arc accompanied by the affedionatc efteem of the ex- 
cellent of the earth ; and miniftring fpirits, we truft, will receive the 
welcome charge to convoy you in fafety to the place of your deftina- 
tion. May they be glad fpeAators of the formation of a Chriftian 
temple in thefc heathen lands, and thus be furnilhed with the fubjed 
of a new fong to Him Aat fitteth upon the throne, and to the Lamb! 

Signed by Order of the Diredors, 


John Love, Secrctaiy. 








